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POINTS OF UNION AMONG ALL TRUE CHRISTIANS. 


AN ADDRESS, 


Delivered by the Rev. Edward Mannering, in Union Chapel, Islington, on 
Thursday evening, March 14, at one of the special religious services that were 
held in that district, and inserted in this Magazine at the request of the 
ministers who heard it. 


Ix these agitated and stirring times, when interests the most mo- 
mentous are engaging the deliberate and fixed attention both of the 
church and the world, every man should well understand his own 
rinciples; and be as anxious to ascertain the relation they bear to 
is fellow creatures, as to perceive their connexion with God, and 
with his truth. As we cannot stand still in our moral course, it is 
impossible for us to be neutral in our religious positions. A great 
conflict is going on between the powers of light and of darkness, in 
the issues of this conflict our interests are deeply invelved, and as we 
are all combatants, and none of us spectators, the part we now take 
in the struggle will secure to us eternal honour or everlasting infamy. 
“He that is not with me,” said the Saviour, *‘ is against me; and 
he that gathereth not, scattereth abroad.” The ungodly world is 
under the dominion of sin, and is devoted to the service of Satan. 
All unbelievers, indeed, do not take precisely the same attitude of 
hostility to Christ :—they evince their enmity in different ways, on 
different occasions, and for different purposes ;—but as the friend of 
the world is the enemy of God, those who are not converted to 
Christ, are not united to his people. They may not verbally justify 
those who, in their rebellion against God, outrage the laws of 
decency, of moral propriety, and of social order ; and they may even 
be the first to denounce their unrighteous deeds ; but while they 
remain in fellowship with the world, so long will they be identified 
with the world, and must be ranked, in the great moral division of 
the world’s population, with the ungodly and unclean. The righ- 
teous and the wicked, those that fear God, and those that fear him 
not, constitute the entire human family; and to one or to the 
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other of these great sections, we individually belong. It is to be 
regretted that the shades of character are sometimes so blended as to 
render it difficult to decide who are, and who are not, the Saviour’s 
disciples. The conformity of the visible church to the world on the 
one hand, and the approach of the world, in some of her improved 
habits, to the church on the other, has, in too many instances, ren- 
dered moral indications nearly useless as tests of character. This is 
to be lamented—but neither the righteous nor the wicked have lost, 
in reality, one of their essential peculiarities. The world is the 
world, however improved ; the church is the church, however de- 
generated; nor can Christ and Belial be united. ‘* What com- 
munion hath light with darkness,” or what part hath he that be- 
lieveth with an infidel? By a sordid compromise of principle, 
which both the honest of the church and of the world would con- 
demn, the broad line of demarcation, drawn by a divine hand be- 
tween them, may be greatly obscured; yet principles so dissimilar 
as those which govern the christian and the unbeliever, never can 
sympathize. There must be a distinction between the enemies and 
friends of Christ now, because there will be a great gulph between 
them hereafter. 

But the thought, dear brethren, that all true Christians are vitally 
and indissolubly united is most refreshing to our feelings; and I 
ought to be thankful to the revered and beloved pastor of this 
church, for being perinitted to address you on a subject of so much 
importance and power. ‘There is one body, and one spirit, even 
as ye are called in one hope of your calling.” However numerous 
her members, the church is one; and, in union with Christ, the 
head of authority and of influence, they are members one of 
another. Amongst the called and the chosen, and the faithful, 
there are, it is admitted, differences ; but these are rather intellec- 
tual than moral, and relate more to those points which are secondary 
and subordinate, than to those which are essential and primary. 
Upon those christian doctrines which lie at the foundation of a sin- 
ner’s hope; upon those principles which are the springs of all holy 
actions ;—and upon those developments of character which Christ 
requires, as the index of the life to the state of the heart, they are, 
and ever must be agreed. If their unity be tested by creeds and 
sectarian phraseology, it will, perhaps, appear to some minds, that 
the dash is essentially divided ; but if the Bible, and the Bible 
alone, be the ordeal, and if their hearts are made to pass before it, 
the points of disunion will disappear, and the principles of unity 
will stand out in visible prominence—not as the ensigns of a party, 
but as the elements of the new creation—not as the ornamental 
dress of a lifeless statue, but as the life-inspiring and health-com- 
manding tendencies of the body, in which the one spirit of the 
Almighty God lives and breathes. Perfect uniformity of sentiment 
there is not amongst Christians; nor am I aware that precise 
identity, and mould-like modification of thought would, in any way, 
in this period of the dispensation of the Spirit promote their growth, 
or increase the efficiency of their labours. But unity of faith there 
is, and must be with those whom God hath taught and blessed. 
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The human mind, subject as that mind is to the influence of 
first and early impressions and associations, can scarcely be thought 
capable, so long as the freedom of mind is preserved, of thinking 
and of determining on every christian doctrine, or on the construction 
of every difficult text, or on the long agitated question of church 

vernment, with exact uniformity. ven the apostles disagreed 
where fundamental truths had no place. They were sometimes 
divided in judgment, but they were always one in heart. Animated, 
taught, and consoled by one Spirit ; deriving their felicity from one 
source ; and travelling the same road, with an assurance of meeting 
at last in one home, their differences did not disturb the harmony, 
sweet and blessed, which pervaded their spirits when they prayed, 
or their melody when they sung. They all entertained humbling 
views of themselves, and lofty conceptions of their master. Christ was 
the beloved of all, the chosen of all, the rest of all. To him they 
were all drawn ; in his light they all shone; and to his praise they 
consecrated all their time and all their influence. Their union was 
not secured by civil enactments, nor were their hearts cemented by 
secular authority. God lived in them, they lived in God; and as 
God is one, they were one in him, and became one with each other 
by the grace which flowed from him. 

Nor was this all. In the unity of the faith they communed with 
the faithful of all ages, and places. They felt that they were one 
with believers at Rome, at Corinth, and Jerusalem ; and they gave the 
right hand of fellowship to all who had given their hearts to Christ. 
The saints on earth and in heaven were alike their brethren; and 
while they wept with their companions in tribulation here, they 
rejoiced with their beloved associates in felicity there. By believing 
in Christ, who hath reconciled all things to himself, whether they be 
things on earth, or things in heaven, they came to the spirits of just 
men made perfect; and as their Jove to the Saviour increased, their 
interest in his people was excited. ‘* Both he that sanctifieth, and 
they who are sanctified, are all of one;"’ and whoever imbibes the 
spirit of the Redeemer must acknowledge the unity of the re- 
deemed. Unity is not dull uniformity—monotonous and unvarying 
—either in the development of feeling, or in the exercise of faith. 
The shades of character are many; the pulsation of character is 
one. The features of the human countenance and the intonations of 
the human voice are essential to personal identity and favourable to 
the harmony of song. And the distinctive peculiarities of religions 
denominations and of individual experience unite, rather than divide, 
the household of faith. If all the disciples of Christ thought and felt 
precisely alike on all subjects of a religious nature, some of the 
graces of the Holy Spirit, in the absence of opportunity for 
exercise, would neither exemplify nor realize the design of their 
creation. The very circumstances which call for christian forbear- 
ance and forgiveness are those which test the sincerity and prove the 
reality of brotherly love. So perfect is the identity of christian 
principle, in whose hearts soever it may be implanted, and so nume- 
rous are the aspects i tassumes in the several forms of life in which 
it may be embodied that each humble and holy Christian becomes a 
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centre of union around which all holy hearts may revolve, and from 
which enlightened minds may diverge in an endless variety of direc. 
tion; not to divide those whom God hath made one, but to separate, 
for a moment only, the members of an affiliated community, that 
they may have an opportunity of diffusing, to the widest possible 
extent of their influence, the spirit that sanctifies, and the grace 
that saves them all. 

The persons to whom these remarks are intended to apply, and 
whose points of union I have been requested to bring before you, 
are Christians, or, the anointed ones. Christians, not in name only; 
not Christians by profession; not persons christianized by a religious 
rite; but Christians indeed, and in truth; whose conversion to God 
has been effected by the washing of regeneration and by the 
renewing of the Holy Ghost, who have their fruit unto holiness, 
and whose end is everlasting life. Persons of these principles and 
habits are the beloved of the Father, the redeemed of the Son, the 
sanctified of the Spirit; and they form a part of the Church of the 
first born, whose names are written in heaven. They cannot all 
meet upon earth in one place to worship their one common Lord and 
Saviour—nor would they if they could; but they must all assemble 
in one temple at last, and it will be their privilege to esteem each 
other as brethren, without the distinction of a name or the recog- 
nition of a sect. Denominational barriers will all be broken down 
there; sectarian prejudice will have no existence there; no good 
man will be allowed to carry into that pure and happy place an ele- 
ment of discord; and however tenaciously we may now adhere to 
sentiments and to ceremonies, if they form no part either of the 
body or of the soul of that system which divine wisdom originated 
for the salvation of lost man, and which divine love will perpetuate 
for the felicity of saved man, they must all be abandoned. And 
who, in that blessed world, would not wish to enjoy the friendship of 
all those who are there? We hope to meet in heaven as pastors and 
flocks, and to commune with those with whom we hold fellowship 
here; but, beyond this, we are delighted by the thought that our in- 
terest in the Saviour’s favour will secure us an access to the affections 
of all who with ourselves may be permitted to surround his throne. 
Is there? I think there is not, a man of God upon earth who would 
desire to enter heaven with all his existing religious predilections? 
I would beseech the Father of mercies to destroy the strongest 
mental and moral tendencies I have, if they are not in accordance 
with his will; and to dissolve the dearest religious associations I 
have formed, if they promote not his glory, and the welfare of that 
community at large of which I hope I am, through grace, a member, 
and whose felicities I crave to share. Nothing exists in the world 
of matter for its own sake; and it is useless, worse than useless, to 
contend for either the forms or the sentiments of religion irrespective 
of results, and of those results, too, which bear upon the unity and 
holiness of the church in heaven, as well as upon earth. God, by 
providence, calls into action an order of events which he intends to 
employ for the accomplishment of his will; and if, by divine grace, 
we are partakers of his promises in the gospel, we are held re- 
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nsible for the application of our powers, whether few or many, 
Leble or strong, to the work which he is carrying forward in the 
world—a work which contemplates the salvation of men, the unity 
and glorification of all who believe. All Christians are bound to 
labour for the spiritual and eternal welfare of their fellow creatures ; 
and that their own peace may not be injured and their efficiency im- 

ired they are charged to ‘endeavour to keep the unity of the 
birit in the bond of peace.” 

But what are the points of union among them? They are united ; 
one they must remain in spite of all that malignity can devise, and 
bigotry can execute, to sever them :—and one they will be to all 
eternity, notwithstanding the angry frowns and the hard speeches 
which are seen and heard amongst them. If, however, united, their 
union must be a union of principle. Not an accidental union, 
dependent on the caprice of the human will, or on the treache- 
rousness of the human heart; but a union which the Spirit of God 
forms, which the perfections of Deity are engaged to sustain, and 
which will be perfected in eternity. It is quite clear that christian 
people zre not agreed on all points, and equally certain that many a 
christian man models and remodels his views, retaining, relin- 
quishing, and acquiring opinions, so that he is as remote from 

rfect unity with himself as from his brethren. We learn in early 
ife, and probably receive impressions we are, in after life, thankful 
to lose ; and if the mind be skilfully trained, immediately it is capable 
of vielding ; even then reasons will arise to induce an abandonment 
of cherished theories and a reception of denounced opinions. Still, 
the safety of the soul is not endangered, nor the sincerity of the 
heart sacrificed. He who thus reviews and alters his course is still 
a Christian, and it may be an improved Christian. And as to the 
church at large, Christians of different denominations, and even 
members of the same communion are not perfectly united ; yea, still 
further, persons attached to the same ministry, and worshipping 
harmoniously and happily in the same sanctuary, very generally 
differ on the minor relations of truth. But is their unity destroyed 
on this account? Notwithstanding their individual peculiarities 
they are united, and the God of love hallows their fraternal inter- 
course by special manifestation of his graciously paternal favour. 
The points of union are those on which they are agreed, and on 
which they will be agreed for ever. And these only are the points 
of real union. Vital points are indissolnble, fundamental points are 
indestructible; and all others, whatever may be our opinions con- 
cerning them, are rather the accidents of a system which encumber 
it, than the elements of power which enliven and defend it. And 
those points which are essential to the unity of ten, are essential to 
the unity of ten thousand. In fact, those points, whether few or 
many, npon which the hopes of the individual believer turn, are 
those upon which the decisions of the entire church turn; so that to 
ascertain the grounds on which all Christians can, and do meet, we 
must understand the ground on which God and the sinner meet. 
Just where God meets me, [ must meet my brother; and the very 


principles which form my habits of intercourse with the Saviour, 
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are those which he requires me to cherish as the foundation of my 
intercourse with his people. Within a single sanctified mind, and in 
the affections of a single renewed heart, are to be found the intellec- 
tual and spiritual elements which unite the whole family of God, 
first to their everlasting Father, and then to each other. There may 
be much in the mind and in the heart of this one Christian that is 
opposed to union, and he who is invisibly united to the church may 
be a visible separatist from her most hallowed communions; and 
with the germ of all that is spiritually excellent within himself, he 
may yet present to many of his brethren an aspect of character so 
unlovely, as to repel when he ought to allure, and to divide those 
whom he ought to unite. 

Still, the points of union among all Christians are simply those 
which are essential to their salvation and peace, and if the church 
would require of her members only what God requires of her, the 
golden age of her prosperity would speedily dawn, and in the meri- 
dian of her glory, Gentiles would come to her light, and kings to 
the brightness of her rising. And why, dear brethren, shonld not 
we help forward this long predicted period? Thank God, there is 
nothing in our ecclesiastical polity, viewed as a system, whatever 
there may be in our practice, to retard its progress, and I trust these 
hallowed services will tend to accelerate its arrival. Any movement 
that bears us onward in the march of christian charity should be 
hailed with gratitude and delight; for the nearer we come to that 
platform of holiness and love, on which the redeemed and regenerate 
church is destined one day to exhibit to the world the entire family 
of God in fellowship, the more striking and conclusive is the 
evidence we bear to the uniting tendency:of our principles. And 
our principles are the principles of all whose hearts are right with 
God, and who are steadfast in his covenant. Ours is a common sal- 
vation ; from its resources all true Christians draw their supplies, and 
in its blessings all who believe are interested. Simplicity of faith 
always leads to simplicity in conduct; and if each Christian would 
resolve, in divine aid, to return to the simplicity that is in Christ, all 
Christians would approach much nearer to each other in the fellow- 
ship to which Christ calls them. In her zeal for delineation the 
church has forgotten to compress ; and instead of resting at the main 
points of the compass, she has touched on the minor ones with such 
strong convictions of their importance as to persuade herself, and 
her sons, too, that these only ought to guide and fix the needle of 
her faith. 

And yet it strikes us, that the points of union among all 
Christians are those which unite them together, those which 
they will retain in death, and which after death will be their 
boast. Iam far from saying that those points only will be points 
of union in heaven, upon which all Christians are agreed upon 
earth. ‘‘ Here we know in part, and prophesy in part, but when 
that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done 
away ;” and as no Christian is free from liability to mistake, when 
all Christians are perfectly conformed to the mind of Christ, it may 
be found that the tenets which are regarded by this denomination as 
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of supreme importance are subordinate, and those which that 
denomination denounces, are of the highest practical utility. Before 
all Christians can agree on all points, the minds of all must undergo 
great and important changes ; and in all probability, each Christian, 
to whatever section of the church he belongs, will have to learn 
much, as well as to unlearn, before his union to the entire church is 
perfected. All essential points are not points of union among all 
Christians, because faith in them is not essential to salvation. St. 
Paul told the Ephesians that they were ‘‘ chosen in Christ before 
the foundation of the world, that they might be holy, and without 
blame before him in love ;” but however strong may be our con- 
victions that as many as were ordained to eternal life, and no more, 
will be saved, man’s personal salvation does not depend upon his 
faith in the doctrine of personal election; and if without hold- 
ing this doctrine, either in the Calvinistic, or in another sense, a 
sinner may be united to Christ, and rejoice in the love of God, 
his unbelief on this question should be no barrier to his fellow- 
ship with those who contend as earnestly for it, as he contends 
against it. We are to receive one another as Christ also received 
us; and those principles which will take me in safety and happiness 
to heaven, ought to place me in the hearts of all those who expect 
to meet me there. Why should man, by his sectarian partialities, 
refuse to commune and to co-operate with any of those whom Christ 
hath made free? If I think my brother to be wrong, let me attempt, 
in the spirit of the truth I am anxious he should embrace, to con- 
vince him of his error; but God forbid that either his weakness or 
mine should engender strife. To our own master we stand or fall; and 
if we refer the points at issue to his decision, and wait the disclosure 
of his will, in a world where no error will have place, we shall 
move on through the journey of life together as brethren, wiping 
from each other’s eye the tear of sorrow, and cheering each other’s 
heart by mutual assurances of friendship and love. To be Christians 
at all, and to be glorified together in heaven, we must both believe 
in Christ, for in his name, and in his alone, is salvation ; our sins can 
be washed away only by his blood ; it is by his righteousness alone 
that we can be justified ; we must both be renewed in the spirit of 
our minds, for without holiness no man shall see the Lord ; we must 
both evince the reality of our change by obedience to his will, 
for without love to his person and ways we are as sounding brass or 
tinkling cymbal; and having both been taught to embrace the 
atonement, to hate sin, and to live, not to ourselves, but to him who 
died for us, and rose again, we are essentially united ; and without 
sacrificing a single principle on other points, we may on these rest 
our professions, suspend our differences, and fix our hopes. The 
deity of Christ ; the atonement he made for sin by the sacrifice of 
himself; the new birth, or the regeneration of the heart by the 
power of the Holy Ghost ; justification by faith in the everlasting 
righteousness of Immanuel, without works; the acceptance of 
the believing, penitent sinner before God in the beloved; and the 
conformity of the mind, and heart, and life, to the revealed will of 
God, are cardinal points, in the christian system ; and faith in them 
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is essential to salvation. I do not plead for these sentiments as 
clothed in the phraseology I have adopted ; every man has a right 
to convey his own thoughts in his own language, and even to 
employ the vehicle which may appear to him to be the best cal- 
culated to transmit his ideas of inspired truth ; but I do not see 
what claim any man can lay to the privileges of a Christian, who 
denies the very facts out of which they arise. The doctrine of the 
atonement is the key stone of the arch on which the temple of truth 
is based ; but the very moment the essential divinity of the Son of 
God is discarded, and the necessity, and the holy results, of divine 
influence are denied, that moment the sinner is left without a 
foundation, that very moment he is deprived of hope. He may 
cherish a false expectation, and be deceived; but if he trample 
under foot the blood of the everlasting covenant, and disown the 
glorious being who shed it, what prospect can he have of a blessed 
immortality ? If ye believe not that I am, said the Saviour, ye shall 
die in your sins ; and except a man be born again he cannot enter 
the kingdom of God. Christian charity is not infidel latitudinarian- 
ism, any more than zeal for the truth is the bigotry of a sect. 
Extremes of truth are germs of error ; but truth itself, in its essential 
forms and relations, is the refreshing spring at which all christian 
travellers meet, and by which the thirst of each is allayed, and the 
uniting love of all is excited. 

On these essential points then we are all agreed ; and to these, 
rather than to our points of difference, let us direct the eye, and the 
heart, and the hand ; and we shall promote that unity upon which our 
God has promised to pour some of the richest of his rich benedictions. 
Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity, as the dew that descended upon the mountains of 
Zion where the Lord commanded his blessing, even life for ever- 
more. 

I shall trespass but for a moment longer on your time, just to 
give one practical turn to the reflections in which we have indulged. 

Let me ask, then, what is the christian duty with reference to 
the points of union among all Christians? May he abandon them, 
or treat them with indifference ? he does this at his peril. He must, 
on the contrary, hold them with a tenacious grasp; he must delight 
in them with supreme and undying satisfaction; he must imbibe 
their spirit, and exemplify their excellence ; by personal purity and 
love, he must seek to convince and to invite all within the range of 
his influence; he must, under their subduing and captivating 
authority, be himself a centre of attraction, a point of union; and 
thus realize to the world, from which he is estranged, and to the 
church to which he belongs, the divinity of his creed, the benevo- 
lence of his principles, and the designs of his master. 

Oh! that all Christians would yield rather to sentiments which unite, 
than to those which divide! The distractions of partizanship are as 
injurious to the church as to the world ; and if denominations, and 
the churches of these several denominations, and the pastors of these 
churches, and the disciples of Christ composing these separate com- 
munities, are faithful to their Lord, obedient to the Holy Spirit, true 
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to their profession, and wise in the selection of means to sustain their 
common cause, they will band together for the conflicts, that they 
may together be enriched by the conquests of faith. 
all brethren, whatever plans others may devise, or measures 
they may pursue, let us determine to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace; if the church must be rent, let us not rend her; 
if she must yet bleed, Jet us endeavour to heal, not irritate her 
wounds; and if the sons and daughters of the Lord God Almighty 
continue in a state of alienation, let not the causes of their alienation 
be found with us. ‘‘ Let us follow after the things which make for 
e, and things wherewith one may edify another.” The prayer of 
the Savionr for the unity—the visible unity of the church, has 
long been offered; and woe to us if the delay of the answer be 
chargeable — any of our tempers, or words, or actions. If Chris- 
tins of different denominations will not agree to present to the 
world the unearthly spectacle of a family in which envy has no 
place, in which Christ only is heard to speak, and seen to move, let 
not the responsibility rest with us. If we could but speak to those 
who differ from us, and with whom we differ, we would invite all 
amongst them who preach Christ, in Christ’s spirit, into our pulpits, 
and welcome all who love his name to our feasts of charity: and, 
should it happen that they are attached to a system, fe the cause of 
that attachment what it may, which forbids their taking a step 
towards our fellowship, even then, for one, I should be disposed to 
use the liberty wherewith Christ has made me free, if they would 
allow me to do so without compromise, by holding occasional fellow- 
ship with them. 
“Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jesus Christ in 


sincerity.” Amen. 


AN ADDRESS TO A NEWLY-MARRIED COUPLE AT A 
DISSENTING WEDDING. 


Your vows are now irrevocable. The law of your country renders them so, 
but most of all the law of God. The relation into which you have entered has 
a higher sanction than any act of parliament can bestow. It rests on the 
authority of God. Marriage was his own institution before the fall had 
degraded our race, and it is a blessing which divine goodness has continued to 
Us notwithstanding our lapsed and ruined condition, It is one of those few 
flowers of paradise which yet live in our now wintry world. 

I pray God that your course may henceforth be prosperous and happy, and 
that no circumstances may arise which shall ever cause you to view with regret 
the solemnities of this day. 

But suffer here a word of exhortation. Expect a large measure of happiness, 
but remember that in this imperfect state of existence, happiness can never be 
complete. Whatever may have been the case in Eden, ever since the fall, roses 
have grown on thorns, and the honey-bee has worn a sting. Expect not then a 
state of unmingled satisfaction, ¢hat is only to be realized in the presence of 
God, where there is fulness of joy, and at his right hand, where are pleasures 
forevermore. Vexations and trials will befal you; take care that they spring 
not from your own misconduct. An unsubdued, an 7 temper, is the 
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only thing needed to destroy the happiness of the marriage state, and to trans. 
form the happiest house into an earthly hell. Watch therefore against the 
beginnings of this sin, and in honour prefer one another. True affection will 
always make it more pleasant to surrender than to rule. It is always a greater 
satisfaction to fulfil the wishes of those we love, than it is to accomplish our 
own. Moral obligation and religious principle furnish the only exceptions to 
this rule, and where these do not forbid, affection should glory in compliance, 
But trials and vexations will arise from circumstances over which you have nu 
controul. Man is born to trouble as the sparks fly upward. The great, and 
the only satisfactory resource will be found in personal and mutual piety, 
Divine grace can enable you to bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law 
of Christ. And it is only in so far as this grace dwells in the heart and 
sanctifies the conduct, that any can realize the elements of true happiness, 

Should Providence bless you with offspring, your children will bring new 
obligations. He is a brutal parent, whatever else he may be, who neglects 
to train up his children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. The fowls 
of the air and the beasts of the field, love and cherish their offspring, and pro. 
vide for them suitable food, often at the expense of labour and privation almost 
incredible. And the man who feeds, and clothes, and educates his children, 
with apparent tenderness and affection, is in no wise better than they, while 
he neglects their spiritual and eternal interests. 

But, to teach religion to others, you must understand and feel, and love, 
and display it yourselves. Your closet must bear witness to your devotional 
sincerity. Your house must contain an altar buiit for God. The sanctuary 
also must testify that you love the habitation of the house of God, the place 
where his honour dwelleth. Without secret prayer, without family prayer, 
without public prayer, expect not the blessing of Jehovah, either in this life or 
the life to come. 

I am not an advocate for formularies of devotion, but a form of prayer is 
incomparably better than no prayer at all, Let family devotion then, under 
no circumstances be omitted ; but let the morning and evening rejoice in the 
perpetual renewal of your vows. Remember too the week-day services of the 
sanctuary, as well as those of the Sabbath, and gladden the heart of your pastor 
by the regularity of your attendance there. 

In your general conduct, live as seeing him who is invisible, and let your 
profiting appear unto all, Thus will you enjoy, and thus will you communicate 
a large and an increasing measure of happiness. I wish not to cast a cloud 
over the brightness of your prospects, or to interrupt by any unseasonable allu- 
sions, the festivities of this day :—but permit me to say that this union will not 
last for ever! An evangelist tells us that in the garden there was a sepulchre. 
And the sepulchre remains in the garden still! The flowers of earthly happi- 
ness blossom on the margin of the grave. 

It is an affecting thought that one of you will survive the other, and probably 
see the other die. Let each then so live as not to aggravate the grief of the 
one who shall outlive the other, either by unkindnesses which the survivor shall 
recollect with anguish when death shall have rendered reparation impossible, 
or by that indecision of religious character which shall leave a tormenting 
doubt as to the future and eternal happiness of the earliest deceased. 

And may God, of his great mercy, bless you with that heavenly grace which 
shall unite your hearts to him more closely than they are now united to each 
other; and then, when this world shall pass away, you will enter another, where 
though they neither marry nor are given in marriage, his saints are blessed as 
the angels in heaven! Amen. 


Lymington, May 4th, 1839. D. E. F. 





ac af 


-—_o 2a 












1839. Fuber’s Inquiry into the History of the Vallenses, §c. 355 


REVIEW. 


An Inquiry into the History and Theology of the ancient Vallenses 
and Albigenses. By George Stanley Faber, B.D., §c. Seeley 
and Burnside. London, 1838. 8vo. pp. 596. 


Tue history and theological sentiments of the ancient Waldenses 
and Albigenses have been the subject of so much controversy in our 
days, and their memory has suffered so much from the open attack 
ofavowed enemies, the insinuations of pretended, and the injudicious 
defence of weak though sincere friends, that we greatly rejoiced 
wher we heard that the respected author whom we now introduce to 
our readers had determined to advocate their cause. From the well 
known learning and generally conceded impartiality and research of 
this gentleman, we anticipated a work which would outlive the feeble 
and precocious offspring which our teeming press has lately brought 
into the world in such superfluous abundance for the purpose, as it 
would seem, of permitting the literary undertakers to give them a 
solemn interment in their critical monthly visitations of Paternoster 
Row, and the other regions included within the bills of book mortality. 
The author of the Dissertation on the mysteries of the Cabiri was not 
the man (we were persuaded) to write on a a ga department of 
history without an accurate acquaintance with the original docu- 
ments, from which alone that subject could be elucidated: neither 
could we suppose him so ignorant of the dialect in which those 
documents, for the most part, exist, as to mistake, or so unfair, as 
to misrepresent their import, both which faults, it is to be feared, 
have been unhappily committed in some comparatively recent pub- 
lications of this nature. We thought moreover that there were some 
features of mind in Mr. Faber which eminently qualified him for the 
rather difficult task which he has undertaken to ‘parton A patient 
at research, very far removed from the usual unripe flippancy of 
perpetrators of modern wholesale libraries, whether domestic, fa- 
mily, or cabinet, a species of antiquarian perseverance which would trace 
through all the detiles and ravines of base latinity the principles and 
symbols of this singular and highly interesting people, up to the very 
period of their first seclusion from the corrupted communion of their 
neighbours of Turin and northern Italy. We proceed to state to our 
readers the plan and execution of Mr. Faber’s work. It is not a his- 
tory of either or both the people whose names it mentions: it is a 
statement of their views on religion, as far as existing documents can 
ascertain those views : the history of the origin of those churches and 
the several persecutions of which they have been the subjects is to be 
sought in the pages of Gilles, St. Leger, Morland, Perrin and Boyer. 
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It is well known to our readers, that one section of the people whose 
cause Mr. Faber undertakes in this volume to advocate, has been 
accused of Manicheism. It should, however, be remembered, that 
this charge rests entirely on the authority of their enemies, and those 
enemies their murderers, and it is assuredly not very improbable that 
he who has first murdered his victim should afterwards calumniate 
his reputation, in order, if not to justify, at least to palliate the crime. 
To the vindication of the Albigenses from this imputation Mr. Faber 
has devoted a great portion of his volume, and we think very suc- 
cessfully. Before we had seen the present production our minds 
were brought to a conclusion on this point, partly by the perusal of 
Allix’s excellent treatise on this subject, and partly from the follow- 
ing reasons. First, that the published opinions of those who were 
officers of the Albigensian churches, or at least in christian commu- 
nion with them from the latter part of the fourth century down to their 
merging into the Reformed churches in the time of Luther, are yet 
in existence, and not in one sentiment do the opinions of those authors 
even approach to Manicheism. Amongst these are Vigilantius, the 
antagonist of Jerome, Claude bishop of Turin, aud Peter de Bruis 
and Henry; and it is observable, that though the two last persons 
were committed to the flames for their adherence to the Albigensian 
heresy, the crime of Manicheism was not imputed to them. The 
uninterrupted succession amongst the Albigenses of orthodox opi- 
nions on this subject is abundantly proved in the pages of Allix. In 
the next place, the Albigenses always denied the imputation of Ma- 
nicheism, and when their open and resolute admission of their entire 
opposition to the sentiments of the Romish church on every other point 
is remembered, it is difficult to conceive what could induce them to 
deny their difference on this subject. They were not induced certainly 
to this supposed deceit by fear, as their bold opposition on other 
points, and their death in defence of that opposition abundantly prove: 
and hope was utterly vain, as they had already offended beyond the 
possibility of pardon. It is remarkable also, that in the council held 
at Lombers in 1176, for the examination of the Albigenses, the charge 
of Manicheism was distinctly rebutted by them, and Vignier asserts 
that they plainly acknowledged the equal authority of the Old with 
the New Testament, the principal point on which they were exa- 
mined, and a passage of Hoveden decides that the confession of faith 
which they subsequently offered, was unexceptionably correct, and 
especially full in its renunciation of Manichean errors. The articles 
of their faith, as engraved on certain ancient tablets at Albi, were 
every where conformable to the views of Protestants, as is related 
by Popliniere. In the conference of Montreal, in 1206, the charge 
was again satisfactorily refuted, as appears by an ancient manuscript 
account of that conference once in the possession of the historian 
Perrin. If any other authority were needed to exculpate the Albi- 
genses from the Manichean heresy, the fact of their subsequent union 
with the Waldenses would abundantly suffice, for it is on all sides 
confessed that the Waldenses were quite pure from that stain, and it is 
inconceivable that, being themselves orthodox, they would hold com- 
munion with a people infected with an opinion justly held in abhorrence 
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by all Christians. But we find from undoubted history that not only 
did there exist a perfect amity and religious connexion between these 
two people, but that eventually they both merged into one body. 
The truth appears to be, that a few Manichees did make their ap- 

nee in the south of France about the year 1010, and even so 
early as the 9th century, and this fact gave some sanction, however 
slight, to the persecuting zeal of the Papists of that district in charg- 
ing all the dissidents from the Roman church with that heresy, how- 
ever openly and sincerely those criminated persons disavowed that 
charge. We do not wish, however, to overlook a very considerable 
document on the other side of the question, the celebrated ‘ Liber 
Sententiarum Tholosanae Inquisitionis,” published by Limborch, in 
1692, a copy of which now lies before us. This document professes 
to be an exact impression of the original manuscript of the trials and 
sentences of the heretics of the Waldensic and Albigensie churches, 
before the tribunal of the inquisition in the city of Tholouse, from 
the year 1307 to the year 1323. How this document was procured 
has never, so far as we know, been explained, but there is no reason 
todoubt its genuineness. In truth, its authenticity cannot be doubted, 
and it is altogether one of the most interesting and valuable records 
with which we are acquainted. 

Now it is urged with great force, that there could be no induce- 
ment to criminate the Albigenses falsely, in a document which was 
confessedly never intended for the public eye, and that the marked 

_ difference in the charges severally preferred against the Albigenses and 
Waldenses, the former alone being charged with Manichean errors, is 
asufficient proof of that correctness of the charge, as on no other 
principle can it be accounted for that the Waldensian prisoner is 
never taxed with this crime, while the charge is commonly repeated 
in the crimination of the Albigensian culprit. In answer to this, Allix 
says, ‘* I have three things to say to take off this prejudice; the first 
is, that nothing ought to be more suspected by us than these acts of 
the inquisition, for he that is a murtherer is certainly a liar and a 
knave”—and after giving several instances of false dealing in the 
inquisitors, he proceeds to say—‘‘the second thing that I am to 
represent to the reader is, that the testimony of the inquisitors cannot 
be set against the contrary confessions of the Albigenses, which those 
who have read find every way conformable to the faith of Pro- 
testants’”"—and for this he cites several Catholic writers, who excul- 

- pate them entirely from the charge. Allix proceeds again—‘* The 
third thing that we are to observe is, that this conformity of faith 
between the Waldenses and the Albigenses has made many people 
take them for the very same ;” and this he also substantiates by many 
citations, pp. 165—171. Now, as even the Catholics themselves 
absolve the Waldenses from all taint of the Manichean heresy, it 
would seem to follow from this concession that their Albigensian 
associates must be also acquitted. 

Weakened as the authority of the Liber Sententiarum is by these 
remarks of Allix, we confess, nevertheless, that the precision of the 
charges against the Albigensian section of the prisoners is so remark- 
able that it weighs much with us, As the matter is excessively cu- 
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rious, and as the book entitled, ‘‘ Liber Sententiarum,” is rare, and 
no translation of any part of it has ever appeared in English, we shall 
give our readers a specimen of this document, extracted from the sen- 
tence of Peter Auterius, as being altogether the fullest in the descrip. 
tion of the alleged crime of Manicheism of any in the whole volume, 
and as affording an instance of the summary procedure of these 
inquisitors of heretical pravity in the performance of their office. 


“© In nomine Domini nostri, §c. &c. In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Amen. We brother Bernard Guidonis, and brother Geoffry de Ablusiis of the 
order of preachers, inquisitors of heretical pravity in the kingdom of France, 
by order of the Apostolical See, and Stephen de Portu, Canon of Basas, 
Official of Gauderii, and Arnold de Villario, Vicar and Deputy of the Reverend 
Father in Christ the Lord Galhard, by the grace of God bishop of Tholouse, 
deputed in the city and diocese of Tholouse. Since it is evident to us by clear 
and legitimate inquisition equally by many witnesses sworn and admitted in 
inquisition, as by thy nefarious and profane confession or rather profession, 
that thou Peter Auterius, originally a notary and inhabitant of Axs (Acgqs,) in 
Savastesium of the diocese of Appamia, taken and apprehended in the diocese 
of Tholouse, in which for many years thou hast committed many things here- 
tically, in hereticising many persons now defunct and in infecting others and 
drawing them to thine errors, and in corrupting the catholic faith by thy false 
doctrines, that thou I say Peter Auterius like a manifest heretic hast holden and 
kept now for many years, and now dost hold and profess thyself as keeping the 
life, sect, and rite and faith, nay rather the perfidy of those men who assert them- 
selves alone to be good Christians whom the holy Roman church persecutes and 
condemns, and culls heretics, even the perfect or consoled, nay rather the 
desolated. Those who placest, assertest and confessest that there are two 
Gods or Lords, that is, one benign the other malignant, saying that the creation 
of all visible and corporeal things is not from God the Heavenly Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ, but from the Devil and Satan the evil God whom thou 
callest the God of this age, maker and prince of this world. Thou feignest 
also two churches, the one benign which thou sayest is thy sect and the church of 
Jesus Christ, and to have that faith by which every one and without which no 
one attains to salvation, the other the malignant Roman church which thou 
impudently callest the mother of fornications, the church of the Devil, and the 
synagogue of Satan, which truly is the mother and mistress of all the faithful, 
all whose ranks and orders, and ordinances and statutes thou dost mischievously 
deprave by falsehood, and on the other side callest all who follow her belief 
heretics and wanderers, and dogmatisest in an awful and impious manner that 
no one can be saved in the faith of the Roman church. 

“With equally dreadful impiety thou assertest with ungodly lips, all the 
sacraments of the Roman church of our Lord Jesus Christ, namely, the 
Eucharist in which there is the true and life-giving body of Christ, and the 
baptism which is administered with material water, also confirmation, and 
orders, and extreme unction, each and every one to be useless and vain, also 
thou condemnest the sacrament of carnal matrimony, and sayest it is always 
accompanied with sin, and that it cannot be performed without sin, and thou 
deniest it altogether to be instituted by the good God. 

“Thou blasphemest in reality with impious lips, the incarnation of the Lord 
Jesus Christ ens Mary the perpetual Virgin, tho’ outwardly thou fantas- 
tically professest it, whilst thou deniest him to have taken a true human body 
and the true flesh of man in our nature, and sayest that not in that nature really 
but only in appearance he arose and performed the other works of our salvation, 
and that he did not ascend to the right hand of his Father in that nature, and thou 
assertest and feignest that holy Mary the mother of God and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is not and was not a woman in the flesh, but thou in a false manner 
feignest in the impiety and vanity of thy sense, that she was thy church whom 
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thou callest true penitence, and dogmatisest that this was the Virgin Mary in 
darkness. 

“Thou impudently assertest that the confession of sins to the priests of the 
Romish church is of no avail, and that neither the Pope, nor any of the Romish 
Church can absolve any one from sins, and thou sayest and assertest that thou 
and thy followers like unto thee possess the power of absolving from sin all 
those who will receive and hold by imposition of hands [the opinions of ] thy sect. 
Thou deniest entirely the resurrection of human bodies, feigning certain spiritual 
bodies, and a certain interior man, in which bodies whilst thou assertest that 
thou and thine will arise, thou wilt not arise, neither wilt thou have part in the 
resurrection of the saints with the just, with whom the wicked will not rise in 
judgment to glory, but to punishment. 

“These and other both errors and abominable and nefarious horrors dost 
thou Peter Auterius heretically profess, as from thy mouth we have heard with 
horror, and many others have often heard from thyself many of the aforesaid 
errors, neither wilt thou depart from these errors nor desert them, nor believe 
with thy heart nor confess with thy mouth the faith of the Roman church, but 
more earnestly and more shamefully thou deniest it, altho’ thou hast been often 
warned and required by us and many other good men, both clerical and lay, 
to depart from thy errors, and to acknowledge and hold the true faith of the 
Roman church. 

“ Therefore because thou Peter Auterius will not be converted from the errors 
of heresy and return to the true and catholic faith of the Holy Roman Church 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, tho’ often required, and invited and long expected, 
but perseverest in thy perfidy and error with hardened mind, we the aforesaid 
inquisitors and vicars, the diligent counsel of many wise men being first ob- 
tained, lest as a morbid sheep of the Lord’s flock thou shouldest farther infect 
the sound sheep, we having God and the purity of the orthodox faith before 
our eyes and the holy gospels being placed before us in order that our judgment 
might proceed from the face of God, and that our eyes might behold that which 
is right, sitting as a tribunal by a definitive sentence, do in and by these writings 
declare and pronounce thee the aforesaid Peter Auterius being present and un- 
willing to be converted at this time and place peremptorily assigned to thee 
in order to hear the definitive sentence, a heretic, and we leave thee as a heretic 
tothe secular court, this being understood that if thou wilt be converted and 
return to ecclesiastical unity thou shalt be preserved in life, in which case we 
retain to ourselves a full and free power of imposing on thee a complete and 
salutary penitence for thy crimes heretically committed.”— pp. 92, 93. 


It is obvious, that these charges are made with a design of repre- 
senting the Albigenses as Manichees, but the justice of that crimina- 
tion will lose much of the evidence of probability, when we remem- 
ber that the Roman church has invariably practised the basest 
calumnies in misrepresenting the character of her adversaries, as in 
the case of her oft-repeated and as often refuted slanders against 
Luther and Calvin, and in the sweeping charges of Socinianism and 
even Atheism, so unblushingly brought against the whole body of 
Protestants ; and we know on the authority of two of her own com- 
munion, Paolo Sarpi, of Venice, and the venerated Pascal, that 
her casuists do professedly acknowledge the lawfulness of slander 
against adversaries when a cause cannot be defended by any other 
means, and truly that is the precise state of the case in the present 
instance. 

Mr. Faber has met this charge in an ingenious, and we think, in 
a satisfactory manner: we quote his words. ‘* Now an unfortunate 
Albigenses, well read (as the custom of the sect was) in Holy Scrip- 
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ture, has been known and reported, we will suppose, to have desig. 
nated Satan by the titles of Prince of this world, and God of this 
morld, to have expressed a hope that God would deliver him from 
the present evil world, to have declared that the kingdom of Christ 
is not of this world; to have asserted that the world hath not known 
the Father, to have pronounced that the friendship of the world is 
enmity with God, and to have intimated that the Devil is come 
down to his own peculium, the inhabitants of the earth and the sea, 
to have described the evil one as the prince of the power of the air, 
and as the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience, 
to have stigmatised pharisaical hypocrites as being of their father, 
the devil, to have spoken of a horrible worship paid to the dragon, 
and to have declared that he and his associates are of the good God, 
while the whole world lieth in the wicked one. 

‘¢ Let a hated Albigenses use this truly scriptural language ; and it 
is quite easy to see, how malice or ignorance, or a mixture of both, 
might very — exhibit him to the vulgar, as a Manichean; 
who believed in two gods, a bad god, and a good god ; who declared 
the bad god to be the god a creator of this world, while the 


world to come was the work of the good god; and who worshipped 
the Devil or the bad god, as the Prince of the power of the air, and 
as the general father of all mankind so far as their material part is 


concerned.” 
With equal probability, in respect to the alleged denial of the real 


human nature of Christ, Mr. Faber supposes that ‘* Some one of the 
Albigenses happens to declare, that henceforth he knows no man 
after the flesh; adding that although he had known Christ after 
the flesh, yet now henceforth he knows him no more under that 
carnal respect. Or perhaps he asserts that Christ is the living bread 
who descended from heaven ; or possibly he declares his conviction, 
that Christ is not of this world. Or very probably he may remark, 
that Christ walked upon the surface of the sea, and that he imper- 
ceptibly passed through the hands of those who wished to throw hi 
down a precipice.” —pp. 111, 113. 

Without multiplying our quotations from Mr. Faber’s very inte- 
resting refutation of this calumny so unjustly cast upon the honoured 
memory of the Albigensian confessors, we may venture to affirm, 
that no reader who has had the pleasure to peruse the present able 
volume and its well known precursor the valuable treatise of Allix, 
and who, above all, is acquainted with the trnly evangelical and 
highly spiritual character of all their acknowledged and published 
symbols and other ecclesiastical documents, in none of which one 
syllable of any sentiment breathing the least taint of Manicheism is 
to be found, and who remembers that this charge was constantly 
denied by them, though they boldly and unhesitatingly gloried in 
their opposition to the church of Rome on every other point ; he 
who considers, moreover, that this noble army of martyrs sealed with 
their blood the testimony of Christ against their infuriated persecu- 
tors in every age from the earliest records of time to their final 
extirpation, will receive on the authority of the superstitions, ido- 
latrous, and blood-stained ogres of the inquisition, backed with the 
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easy voucher of a courtly ——— sycophant of the Romish church, 
and the suspicious evidence of a few apostate protestants who are seek- 
ing to purchase the pardon of that mother from whose bosom they 
had withdrawn by sacrificing the reputation of their late associates 
asa peace offering, this foul, and improbable, and wicked accusation. 

The author having in his own conviction, and we trust to the 
satisfaction of all candid and sufficient readers, established the purity 
of the faith of the Albigensian churches in opposition to their calum- 
niators, proceeds in the latter portion of his volume to that point 
which may, perhaps, be justly considered as the leading design of 
his whole publication, the proof that the Albigensian and Walden- 
sian churches were the two candlesticks or churches of the revela- 
tion, who are to prophecy, clothed in sackcloth, during the night of 
antichristian darkness. On this question we are not prepared to give 
a decided opinion, but assuredly Mr. Faber’s statements deserve a 
very attentive and candid examination, and we will venture to affirm 
they do not admit of an obvious and easy confutation. 

Whilst we feel ourselves constrained to extol the general excellence 
of the learned author’s production and recommend it to the perusal 
of our readers, and whilst we have the still greater pleasure of bear- 
ing our testimouy to the healthy and evangelical strain of sentiment 
which pervades the whole volume, we confess ourselves not a little 
surprised and grieved at the manner in which he meets the argument 
of the acute and specious bishop of Meaux, in the ixth page of his 
preface. Bossuet having referred to the promise of Matt. xxviii. 
19, 20. ‘*So I am with you alway, even to the end of the world,” 
and using it in the usual Popish sense, Mr. Faber seeks to answer it, 
but in our opinion omits the only satisfactory answer that can be 
alleged against the authority which it seems to give to the Romish 
cause. e should at once deny that this promise has the least 
reference to any minister now alive, to any who ever shall live, 
or any who has lived excepting, the apostles themselves. The 
promise is addressed to the eleven apostles, Matt. xxviii. 16, and by 
what rule of criticism can a promise addressed to them be applied to 
any but themselves, whilst there is not a single word referring to any 
but those present? By comparing this text with its corresponding 
verses, Mark xvi. 15, 16, 17, 18, it is clear that the power of work- 
ing miracles, the proper voucher of apostolical authority, 1 Cor. iv. 
21, was intended by these words; or if any doubt conld be enter- 
tained of this being the real sense of Christ’s being with them, it is 
explained by the same evangelist in the same context, Mark xvi. 20. 
“God working with them, and confirming the word with signs,” these 
words being the true exegesis of the promise, ‘‘ Lo I am with you,” 
and Paul telling us, 1 Cor. i. 6., that ‘ the testimony of Christ was 
“confirmed” by the ‘‘ utterance and knowledge” of the Sth verse, 
which are the very gifts promised in the gospel by Mark, * they shall 
speak with new tongues,” &c. Mark xvi. 17. This promise therefore 
ensures infallibility and miraculous powers to the persons addressed, 
and as such it rightly and exclusively belonged to the apostles, on 
whom in this capacity alone can the church be safely built. Eph. ii. 20. 
In answer to these thoughts an antagonist would probably say, that the 
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apostles did not continue until the end of the world, and therefore to 
them alone the promise could not be given. But let the reader ex. 
amine the passage, and he will find no such expression in the 
original, The promise is distinctly, ‘‘ I will be with you to the end 
of the age, ewe rng avyredetag rs awwvoc. Perhaps there is no word 
in the whole of the New Testament, the incorrect translation of 
which has had so bad an influence on the understanding of the 
Bible as this word awyv. Let the reader refer to Matt. xxiv. 3, 
where the same mistake in rendering this word has led those who have 
trusted to the English Bible into many inconsistencies, and here the 
phrase is the same as in the text under consideration, ovvredeua 
T# awyvoc, and refers to the completion of the Jewish economy and 
the destruction of Jerusalem, and not at all to the end of the world, 
as appears by verses 19, 20, 21, 22; and in truth, the whole state- 
ment is an answer to the inquiry of the disciples as to the time when 
the temple should be destroyed. By the same mistake in 1 Cor. ii. 8, 
we are taught that the princes of this world crucified Christ, whereasb 

the history itself we are informed it was by the rulers of the Jewish 
dispensation, apyov rwy re awyoc rere in opposition to the pedAwy awy 
of Heb. vi. 5. That the power of working miracles did continue to 
the end of the apostolic age we are infallibly assured, and that it was to 
depart from the church afterwards we are told by the apostle, 1 Cor. 
xiii. 8. for the languages and other miraculous powers referred to xiii. 
1. were to cease at the very time during which the church was to en- 
joy faith, hope, and charity, v.13, which yet we know as to the two 
former will not beneedful, nay not even possible in heaven. One might 
hope, that rational men, conscious of their liability to err, would long 
since have ceased to claim any interest in the promise contained in 
this text, as if it be applicable at all to them, it would necessarily 
entitle God to all the mistakes and contradictions of which they are 
severally guilty, for to whomsoever this promise relates it certainly 
promises to them infallibility; and we confess we shudder at the 
dreadful inferences which would follow such an admission. But 
even good men are so besotted with the yp em mystery and awful 
sanctity with which such an application of the promise invests them, 
that they contend earnestly for an interest in it, though the admission 
is pregnant with the most serious evils to Christianity, is built on our 
utter ignorance of the word of God, and is the sole ground on which 
the vile system of antichrist, and the worst of all heresies the heresy 
of priestcraft, is rested by its advocates. 

We had intended to point out to the learned and we believe ex- 
cellent author, with whose former writings we are pleased to say we 
have been long acquainted, our grief that he should make this truly 
interesting volume the vehicle of an uncalled for attack upon the 
supporters of the voluntary principle. Cannot the author permit his 
defence of the orthdoxy of the Waldenses and Albigenses to go forth 
into the world without a sting in its tail, against men who symbolize 
with the subjects of his eulogy in this as well as on all other senti- 
ments of theology and discipline? We had hoped better things from 
Mr. Faber, and fondly cherished the idea that we could recommend 
his book to the full and unsuspicious confidence of our junior mem- 
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bers, no small portion, as Mr. Faber should know, of the reading 
community of our country in this department of literature. Were 
we inclined to enter on this wide field of disputation, we assure Mr. 
Faber, that not from faction, as he more than insinuates in p. 590, 
but from reverence to our Great Redeemer’s example and the insti- 
tutions of his gospel, from the highest regard to the real spiritual 
welfare of his kingdom, from a deep and serious consciousness that 
God will accept no service but that which is voluntary, and that the 
whole system of coercive support of religion is as inexpedient in 
practice, as it is destitute of sanction in the letter and spirit of 
Christianity, and calculated only to nurse a proud and irreligious 
clergy, and keep in dark and heathenish unregeneracy an enslaved 
and sensual laity, we remain the unflinching advocates of the system 
which cherished the infant church to the time of Constantine, and 
which was then compelled to leave her vigorous and healthy, to be 
stifled in the embraces of secular power. But we have no disposi- 
tion to leave the respected author with any bad feeling; we are per- 
suaded of the rectitude and benevolence, and truly christian 
character of his mind, and we wish that his works may be exten- 
sively useful, and that this valuable treatise especially, may have that 
wide circulation which its real worth deserves. 


Job and his Times; or a Picture of the Patriarchal Age, during the 
period between Noah and Abraham, as regards the State of 
Religion and Morality, Arts and Sciences, Manners, Customs, 
gc. And a new Version of that most ancient Poem, accompanied 
with Notes and Dissertations. The whole adapted to the English 
Reader. By Thomas Wemyss. London. Jackson and Walford. 
8vo. pp. 382. 

A yew translation of any of the sacred books is an undertaking that 

involves so much risk of loss and disappointment, as migat well 

deter a prudent man from venturiag upon it, unless the certain ex- 

nse which it entails is a consideration rendered unimportant to 
im by the opulence of his fortune; and unless his desire of confer- 
ing benefit on the readers of the Holy Scriptures is sufficiently 
strong, to fortify him against the probable neglect with which his 
exertions may be treated. The public are greatly indebted to any 
intelligent and pious writer who endeavours to remove the obscurity 
which attends many parts of the sacred volume, and to set in clearer 
view the excellence and beauty which distinguish every part of it. 

Allsuch attempts are highly meritorious ; they should be received 

with candour, and regarded as the offerings of good will and bene- 

volent concern to promote the best interests of men. The apathy 
which is unhappily manifested in quarters whence we might reason- 
ably expect a recension of the English Bible, worthy of the taste and 
learning that are often employed on far less interesting subjects, 
affords a full justification of any efforts that may be made, by pri- 
vate individuals, to compensate the deficiency, which cannot be con- 
templated without disapprobation and regret. No consideration is, 
indeed, more surprising, than the inattention which this subject 
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experiences in an age which is honourably distinguished by great 
exertion to diffuse the holy Scriptures, to the widest extent. 

We have been induced to preface our notice of a new version of 
the Book of Job with these remarks, because of their truth and im. 
portance; and which, were it in our power, we would loudly proclaim 
in the hearing of all the erudite and accomplished students of the 
inspired volume, throughout the United Kingdom. 

The writer of this work, Mr. Thomas Wemyss, has shown himself 
to be possessed of many of the requisite qualifications for the task 
which he has enjoined upon himself, and which he has performed in 
such a manner, as that few, ifany, of his most competent readers will 
carefully peruse it without pleasure and improvement. He is evi- 
dently a diligent, intelligent and devout student of the sacred oracles; 
and has evinced no inconsiderable degree of ingenuity, acumen, and 
information, in the execution of his design. He has shown himself 
to have too much independence of mind to be a servile adherent of 
the theories which have been projected by some of his predecessors ; 
and to feel too much reverence for the divine authority of the book 
of Job, to permit him to indulge in the licentious and sceptical temper 
which has influenced some of its interpreters. 

It is not, however, our intention to defend all the judgments which 
are delivered in this work ; to some of them we have serious objec- 
tions; while the perusal of others has occasioned a smile, at what 
appears to us to be the somewhat ill-considered, though innoxious 
prepossessions of the author. Of the latter class, we specify the 
ardent admiration with which Mr. Wemyss regards the science and 
piety of the earliest inhabitants of the earth, compared with the 
self-sufficient and ungrounded complacency which he ascribes to 
later ages. After es in his preface, p. ix., that “ we are 
puffed up with the supposed superiority of our discoveries over any 
that had been heretofore made,” he asserts that ‘‘ arts and sciences 
are not dependent on the growth of years!” and in order to support 
“‘ the perfection and extent,” to which he supposes arts and sciences 
had attained in the days of Job, which he says might comparatively 
be called the mornina of the world’s existence, he cites Laborde’s 
Journey through Arabia, in confirmation of his own opinions on this 
topic. The citation is, however, very far from supporting his views, 
as it contains only a qualified testimony to the advances that had 
been made in arts, &c. in Job’s time; established by a sober induc- 
— particulars, which the learned traveller draws from the book 
itself. 

Somewhat of the same character is manifest in Mr. W.’s sugges- 
tion that Joseph was the author of the book of Job. But we havea 
graver objection to prefer against a rule of interpretation which he 
lays down, asa good and safe one, “‘ to apply no Old Testament pas- 
sage to Jesus Christ which is not so applied to him in the New.” p. 30. 
We deplore equally with Mr. Wemyss ‘the mysticism and misin- 
terpretation of Scripture,” which originate in the licentious fancy of 
ill-informed and enthusiastic men, who presume to expound ‘the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven” under the influence of a heated 
and vagrant imagination. But the rule which Mr. W. patronises 's 
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too sweeping, and at variance with the express dictates of the New 
Testament itself, which informs us that ‘the testimony of Jesus is 
the spirit of prophecy,” Rev. xix. 10. What would he say of Jerem. 
xxiii. 5, 6, a passage which contains one of the most illustrious predic- 
tions of the Messiah, but which is no where expressly applied to him in 
the New Testament, nor would it be difficult to find many passages 
in the Old Testament which, though not expressly cited by i New, 
yet fully authorise and require the soberest interpreters to apply them 
to the same exalted Person. The rule which we have here noticed, 
is inserted by Mr. W. among the reasons which induce him to op- 
pose the application of Job. xix. 25. &c. to Christ ; and to maintain 
that this celebrated passage has no reference to ‘the resurrection of 
the body.” We agree with him entirely, in his interpretation of this 
most disputed text; which, when accurately translated, and freed 
from the supplementary words which are inserted, without authority, 
in the common version, affords not even a shadow of support to the 
sense which is so commonly extorted from it. The remark, which 
Mr. W. makes, p. 32. appears to us to be well founded, and highly 
on | of the attentive regard of all who undertake to expound the 
sac’ 


writings: ‘it is a dangerous mode of interpretation which 

aims at making the Scriptures more spiritual or evangelical than 

their author intended them to be.” And again, p. 33, he observes, 

“Nor let it be imagined that we are undermining the foundations of 

our faith by rene ony | a support that does not belong to it; it 
t 


remains firmly fixed on the basis of truth, which cannot be moved, 
and which wants no assistance from falsehood and error. But nei- 
ther are we in anywise allowed ‘to handle the word of God deceit- 
fully,’ from an apprehension of the ill use which unstable or wicked 
men may make of a right interpretation of it, at the hazard of their 
own salvation.” Once more, he delivers the following just and rea- 
sonable sentiment, p. 34—‘‘ To refer the passage to the general resur- 
rection would be to contradict the general scope and tenor of the 
poem, since not the slightest trace of such doctrine appears elsewhere 
mit. The sentiment of the patriarch is simply this, —that he felt a 
full assurance that at some future period God would interpose for 
him, vindicate his innocence, and punish his calumniators. And this 
his expectation was completely verified ; for at the close of the time 
appointed for the trial of Job, the Almighty appears in solemn ma- 
Jesty, humbles the whole party in the dust by a series of questions 
fitted to demonstrate human weakness, orders sacrifice to be offered 
for Job’s friends before they could be accepted, restores Job himself 
to more than his former prosperity, and crowns his latter end with 
honour and comfort. Js not this, then, the result which Job had in 
view when he uttered these memorable words ?” 

For ourselves we have often wondered at the tenacity with which 
many learned persons have defended the view of the passage which 

t. W. controverts ; and can ascribe it only to the disposition which 
exists in men to follow the opinions which are patronised by great 
names, without endeavouring to form just judgments, by an indepen- 
dent and fearless investigation. We do not scruple to affirm that no 
scholar, who has a tolerable acquaintance with the Hebrew language, 
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and will carefully review this passage, can support the translation of 
it which appears in the English Bible, and which, as Mr. W. remarks 
with great probability, may be traced to the authority of Jerome. 
We subjoin a version of the passage, made by us, many years since, 
which is somewhat more literal than that of Mr. W. 


** y, 23. I would now that my words were written, 
That they were inscribed in a book : 
24. That they were graven for a testimony upon a rock, 
With an iron style, and lead. 
25. For I know my Vindicator, the Living One, and the Last, 


Will arise over the dust. 

26. Hereafter also, my skin will surround this; (body) 
And by means of my flesh, shall 1 see God : 

27. Whom I shall see, on my side ; 
Even my eyes shall see (him), and not estranged.” 


We shall terminate our notice of this volume by recommending it to 
the attention, and careful perusal of those of our readers, who are 
desirous of forming a more intimate acquaintance with this sublime, 
though difficult poem, and a juster notion of the argument which it 
was written to illustrate, than they are likely to acquire from any 
other version with which we are acquainted. The translation itself 
is generally very lucid, and though in some instances rather para- 
phrastical, may be taken as an accurate representation of the 
meaning of the original. 


We have not space to admit any lengthened extracts, and must 
therefore limit them to a few verses of the fourth chapter, in which 
Eliphaz relates an instructive vision that had been presented to him. 


“Ch.iv.12, A matter was imparted to me secretly ; 
It came to my ear like a muttering sound. 
13, In the terrifying hour of night visions, 
At the time when deep sleep falleth upon men, 
14. A fear came upon me, and a horror, 
A shuddering went through all my bones; 
15. Then a spirit glided before me, 
The hair of my flesh stood on end. 
16. Itstood still—but I could not distinguish its form : 
A spectre stood before mine eyes— 
There was stillness—so that I heard a hollow murmur, saying : 
17. Shall mortal man be just before God ? 
Shall a mau be pure in the sight of his Maker? 
18. Behold, He cannot confide in those who serve hii ; 
Even his angels he chargeth with defection. 
19. What then are the dwellers in tenements of clay, 
Whose foundation is in the dust? 
20. They are crushed before the moth, 
They are destroyed from morning to evening; 
21. They are for ever perishing unnoticed, 
Their fluttering round is soon over ; 
They die, quite destitute of wisdom.” 
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The History of Protestant Nonconformity in England, from the 
Reformation under Henry VIII. By Thomas Price, D.D. 
in two volumes. Vol. IT. 8vo. pp. 648. London. W. Ball. 


Aut those who have been happy enough to read the first volume of 
this history, will welcome the appearance of the second, and rejoice 
to see that the two are alike, in proofs of diligent research, wise judg- 
ment, candid statement, pious spirit, and perspicuous style. 

The younger part of our readers, to whom the information is new, 
may think themselves highly favoured in being introduced to a most 
interesting period of their country’s history, by means of a writer 
who has both shed light and strewed flowers in their path; as we 
can assure them that their forefathers have had to wade to knowledge 
through dark and thorny ways. But those who are familiar with 
this tale of olden times, and to whom the historian can add little or 
nothing of knowledge, will be well pleased to be helped to reminis- 
cences which are always welcome and ought ever to be profitable. 
For never was a more magnificent epic adorned with a more in- 
teresting episode, than the period of which Dr. Price writes, affords 
to the history of our country, destined as it has been to teach the 
world great lessons leading to mighty results. 

This second volume opens with the accession and character of 
Charles I. who stands in our national liturgy as the martyr. It has 
been observed, by some, that if he was a martyr, it was not for religion, 
but for the Church of England. But this, however, intended to 
detract from his praise, still grants too much. His first acts towards 
the Church of England show that she was not the goddess of his 
idolatry, and if we may say ex ungue leonem, the claw was first laid 
on the Church of England ; and the lion showed that he would have 
torn her in pieces, for the sake of arbitrary power; for to this, and 
this alone, he was a martyr. He came up to London, on his acces- 
sion, with Dr. Preston, a Puritan divine, in the royal coach, pre- 
tending that he needed, on so solemn an occasion, the presence and 
counsels (and shall we say it?) the prayers of this eminent divine. 
But Preston was evidently employed only as a decoy bird, just as 
Charles’s father courted the Puritans and Presbyterians, by calling 
the English liturgy ‘¢ an ill said mass ;” and as Charles IT. appointed 
some of the Presbyterians to be his chaplains at the Restoration. 
The pseudo martyr made great haste to prove the hypocrisy of his 
first act, by a second which displayed his disdain for all things in 
the Church of England but its subserviency to his arbitrary designs ; 
for the stripling monarch laid the Archbishop of Canterbury, Abbot, 
under a sequestration which Fuller assigns to the misfortune of the 
prelate in accidentally killing a man, but which was manifestly 
designed to rebuke the primate’s adherence to the better principles of 
the Protestant church. Where was the king’s much-lauded filial 
reverence for the church, when he began his reign with such an act 
towards the primate of his church, now grown grey in her service ? 
The bishops whom he afterwards created betrayed, not only the im- 
policy which his friends deplored, but his disregard for every thing 
in the church except that which was its fatal plague-spot, its subser- 
viency to his own treacherous designs to subvert the constitution of 
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his country and reduce it to an absolute despotism. His aversion to 
the Puritans may be justified by those who inherit the same spirit; 
but if we except the Puseyite party, who will deny that his conduct 
towards the Papists demonstrates an evil animus towards the pro- 
testantism of the English church, and as much leaning towards the 
religion of his wife as the times would permit him to avow? When 
Laud disclosed the Pope’s offer to him of a cardinal’s hat, the head 
of the church, the monarch, betrayed no more alarm than the ill- 
fated minister, and neither the one nor the other said, What has . 
Canterbury done to attract an offer that should be deemed, not a temp- 
tation, but an insult ? 

That Charles was sincerely attached to the Church of England as 
opposed to the Puritans is unquestionable ; but as he at least gave up 
episcopacy in order to satisfy the Scotch, it requires no great pene- 
tration to see that had he been successful in his war against the 
Parliament, and been able to govern as he pleased, he would, in the 
end, have preferred popery to protestantism, for the same reason 
that taieoed him to prefer episcopacy to presbyterianism. 


In selecting for our readers a specimen of Dr. Price’s style, we 
shall best consult their interest by giving his account of the West- 
minster Assembly, the authors of the catechism with which many of 
them have been familiar from their youth; but as the whole of this 
chapter would exceed the space we could afford, we shall give that 
part which concerns our own communion. 


“‘ Happily for the interests of religion there was another party in the assembly, 
the members of which added to the personal virtues and ministerial diligence 
of the presbyterians more expansive views and a more liberal creed. They 
were known by the name of Independents, and had for some time a very arduous 
and perplexing duty to perform. Their numbers were at first so limited, as to 
present ut little ground to hope that they would be able successfully to resist 
the scheme of the presbyterians; but what they wanted in numerical strength, 
was supplied by the consummate skill and first rate ability of their leaders. 
They were distinguished from the presbyterians by maintaining the absolute 
independence of each church, so far as jurisdiction and discipline were con- 
cerned ; and by denying the communication of spiritual power in ordination, 
They not only rejected the js divinum of prelacy, but discarded as equally 
papistical, the theory which vested ecclesiastical authority in the synodicai 
meetings of church officers. The number of independent ministers in the 
assembly did not exceed ten or twelve, of whom Goodwin, Nye, Burroughs, 
Simpson, and Bridges, were the chief. ‘These men had been trained amidst the 
privations of exile, and their characters had hence assumed a firmness and 
determination, which qualified them feariessly to resist the now dominant Pres- 
byterians. During the supremacy of Laud, they had sought refuge in Holland, 
where their minds were braced, and their scriptural views confirmed. It was 
not therefore to be expected that in returning to their native country, they would 
acquiesce in the tyranny of those brethren, who had contrived to escape the 
vigilant and remorseless usurpations of that primate. They consequently 
demanded for themselves and others the right of private judgment, and of 
unrestricted liberty of worship. They were the honest and consistent ex- 
pounders of the principles of religious liberty, when a large body of the puritans 
showed themselves to be unworthy of their high vocation. The reasonings of 
the independents were broader and more comprehensive than that of their 
predecessors. They were founded on the acknowledged principles of human 
nature, and were equally applicable to all the diversified cases which could 
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arise. Abandoning the partial and unsatisfactory ground which had been taken 
by the puritans, they entrenched themselves behind the nature of man and the 
character of Christianity; and would enter into no compromise which endan- 
gered the highest and best interests of the human family. They became, in 
consequence, the rallying point of the minor sects, whom the presbyterians 
sought to repress. Against many of their dogmas they protested, as strongly 
as the more powerful party ; but for their right to form and propagate their 
opinions they honestly contended. Hence their claims on the gratitude and 
admiration of posterity. The principles for which Locke, and succeeding 
philosophers, triumphantly pleaded, were brought forth to public view, and 
rstilled into the national mind by the despised sectaries of the Westminster 
Assembly. 

“ The success of the independents was for some time of a negative character. 
It was not to be expected that they should overrule the decisions of the assem- 
bly; or that their reasonings, however able and satisfactory, would convince 
their presbyterian opponents. The history of ecclesiastical councils affords few 
examples of such open-hearted candour. But, though they failed to bring the 
assembly to their views, they succeeded, to a considerable extent, in preventing 
the adoption of those measures by which the presbyterian leaders hoped to 
crush the sectaries. Time was thus afforded for the growth of that formidable 

wer which speedily disarmed the presbyterian party, and extinguished its 
wen of supremacy. 

“The character of the independents of this period has been variously drawn. 
Clarendon, while representing their ministers as ‘ more learned and rational 
than the presbyterians,’ ascribes to them, as a party, the deepest and most 
unscrupulous subtlety. But other witnesses, more honest than the noble 
apologist of Charles, and equally exempt from the suspicion of partiality, have 
furnished a fairer and more honourable view of their character.. Richard Baxter, 
whose prejudices against them were somewhat violent, candidly acknowledges 
the eminence of their ministers, and the integrity of their profession. While 
expresssing several objections to their tenets, he honestly declares, ‘ I saw that 
most of them were zealous, and very many learned, discreet, and godly men; 
and fit to be very serviceable to the church. Also, I saw a commendable care 
of serious holiness and discipline in most of the independent churches.’ 

“ Even Baillie, the representative and advocate of the Kirk, though vexed 
with the pertinacious resistance of the independents to the intolerant su- 
premacy of his church, is compelled incidentally to acknowledge their talent 
and moral excellence, He speaks of some of their leaders as full of ¢ grace and 
modesty ;’ calls them, as a whole, ‘ most able men, and of great credit;’ and 
remarks, with a strange mixture of candour and narrow-mindedness, ‘ Truly 
if the cause were good, the men have plenty of learning, wit, eloquence, and, 
above all, boldness and stiffness to make it out; but when they had wearied 
themselves, and over-wearied us all, we found the most they had to say 
against the presbytery was but curious idle niceties, yea, that all they could 
bring was no ways concluding.’ 

“* Of all the bye-paths,’ says the same writer, referring in 1645, to the inde- 
pendents ‘ wherein the wanderers of our time are pleased to walk, this is 
the most considerable ; not for the number, but for the quality of the erring 
Persons therein. There be few of the noted sects which are not a great deal 
more numerous ; but this way what it wants in number supplies by the weight 
of its followers, After five years’ endeavours and great industry within the 
lines of the city’s communication, they are said as yet to consist of much within 
one thousand persons; men, women, and all who to this day have put them- 
selves in any known congregation of that way, being reckoned. But setting 
aside number, for other respects they are of so eminent a condition, that not 
any nor all the rest of the sects are comparable to them: for they have been so 
wise as to engage to their party some of chief note in both houses of parliament, 
m the assembly of divines, in the army, in the city and country committees ; all 
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whom they daily manage with such dexterity and diligence for the benefit of 
their cause, that the eyes of the world begin to fall upon them more than upon 
all their fellows.’ ” 

The notes which Dr. Price has appended to this part of his work 
afford an instructive and amusing corroboration of his statements, 
which should be studied as well as read by all who would thoroughly 
understand those times. That the number of the Independents long 
continued to be small, may surprise those who observe how naturally 
things fall into this channel; but if they reflect what an immense 
stride the Independents took from what all the world had for ages 
called the church, the wonder will cease. But the energy of the 
master mind, who, having elicited these principles from the scrip. 
tures and the highest antiquity, maintained them against the world, 
is worthy of all admiration, and affords a lesson of the highest value 
to all those who maintain unpopular truths. The subsequent pre- 
valence of Independency says to all such, ‘ persevere, abide your 
time; you will see the world come round to you.” 

Of another sect that arose under the Commonwealth, Dr. Price 
speaks in a way that displays all his characteristic kindness and can- 
dour, and all his tendency to err on what would be called the right 
side. But this sect has been fatally injured by an over-dose of praise, 

_ when their radical evils called for strong correctives. Their conduct 
as members of society has deceived both themselves and others, and 
concealed the poison of a worldly philosophy under the specious 
phrase of an inward light. When the Scriptures became triumphant 
over tradition and church power, the enemy of souls contrived to 
raise up, under the name of the light within, another enemy to the 
sure word of prophecy ; and had this sect continued to advance as at 
its first rise, it would have involved the nation in a specious deism, 
the more pernicious for not being perceived by themselves, nor sus- 
pected by others. The best part of the society now begins to dis- 
cover this truth, and the historian of the times should have shown 
how just were the censures of Owen and his contemporaries on 
George Fox and his followers. The evangelical Quakers are but 
pursuing that retreat to which the Society of Friends was called 
almost two hundred years ago. 

The character of Cromwell was naturally to be expected in a 
history of the age in which he lived and died, and Dr. Price has 
justly objected to the severe censure passed by Professor Rogers on 
the Protector. To others even Dr. Price may appear more than 
enough censorious towards the memory of the most extraordinary 
man that our country has produced. The historian supposes, that 
ambition first gained the mastery over Cromwell after the decisive 
battle of Worcester, and that then his character began to be cor- 
rupted. To us it appears, that, previously to that victory, C romwell 
was too busy with events to reflect on their consequences, and that 
when the monarch was crushed near Worcester, it became necessary 
to look forward and see what was to be substituted for the ancient 
crown of Britain. The death of Charles the First put him out of the 
question ; but now the army had done that which Charles II. could 
never forgive. What king can be expected to pardon the subjects 
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who conquer him? What, then, was Cromwell to do? Abandon 
himself and his associates to the tender mercies of the wicked, which 
are cruel? If this could not be expected, there were but two things 
left to choose, either to set up a bond fide republic, in which Crom- 
well should have no more influence than other public men; or to 
make himself master of the realm. That there were not the elements 
of a pure republic was demonstrated by the event. For as soon as 
Cromwell died, all things fell into confusion, and no one can survey 
the times and the men with a perspicacious eye, without being 
convinced that these would have come to the same conclusion, soon 
after the battle of Worcester, if the master spirit of the age had not 
stepped into the vacant throne. Our nation had been nursed in mo- 
narchical habits. It did not begin the war with any intention of 
abolishing the throne; and we repeat it, there were not then in 
existence the elements of a genuine republic. If, therefore, some 
one must rule, Cromwell might have been prompted by common 
sense, supposing him to be destitute of personal ambition, to conclude 
that he was the man. He must have been a fool, if he had come to 
any other conclusion. He knew well that his perspicacity and 
energy had raised him to the unrivalled eminence on which he stood ; 
and that, but for these, what they called ‘the good old cause,” 
would have been lost. He found himself in possession of the con- 
quering sword before which all rivals and all foes had vanished, and 
he knew that he was as mighty in council as in battle; and who will 
pretend that there was another man in the nation that had a right to 
think himself so powerfully called by events to see that what they had 
won by their energies, should not escape from their grasp by supine- 
ness or division. 

If it be said ‘‘ this was sacrificing the end to the means, and sacri- 
ficing that very liberty for which the nation had suffered and bled,” 
it may be replied, that the end: for which the nation took up arms 
was not simply liberty, but also deliverance from religious oppres- 
sion. This was the secret of Charles’s weakness, that when he raised 
an army and marched into Scotland, his officers found they could 
not depend upon their soldiers, as they called it ** the bishops’ war,” 
and hence he was obliged to patch up a disgraceful peace. Peter 
the hermit was scarcely more the firebrand of the ancient crusades, 
than Laud was the author of the war that ended in Cromwell’s pro- 
tectorate. The religious men, who turned the scale in favour of the 
parliament, engaged with their whole souls in this war, for the sake 
of deliverance from the ecclesiastical yoke. But when Cromwell 
— the battle of Worcester, a fact was discovered which had not 

een foreseen, that the Presbyterians were disposed to act the old 
tragedy over again in a new form; in fact that, as Milton said, “new 
presbyter was only old priest writ large.” If Oliver had not played 
the dictator, the Presbyterian majority would have robbed the army, 
which had conquered, of the sweetest fruit of their victory,—religious 
liberty. By sovereign power, Cromwell did not sacrifice but secure, 
the most important liberties of his country, and his whole conduct 
showed that he regarded this as his vocation ; for he not only saved 

m Presbyterian oppression the various sects which had risen pre- 
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viously, but proved himself equal to the severest test to which rulers 
in that age could be exposed,—the rise of a new and active, and 
most enthusiastic sect—the Quakers. The most judicious of that 
a body in the present day, own that the conduct of the 
early friends was censurable, and none of them would now repeat 
those disturbances of the peace of society, which were then the com- 
mon practice of the followers of George Fox. But how was he 
treated by Oliver Cromwell? did ever the hero of war thus humour 
the man who considered the sword as an unlawful weapon? Even 
the Independents, who made their appeal to the Scriptures alone, 
were incensed against the new sect that placed scripture below the 
inward light; and, it is to be feared, that all other parties would 
have approved of laying some restraints on the rising communion, 
which appeared to them fanatically violent; though we have long 
been accustomed to regard them as not only harmless, but beneficent. 

Dr. Vaughan’s late work on the Protectorate must elevate Crom- 
well many degrees in the estimation of all who weigh my es 
the facts and arguments there exhibited ; and this has been the effect 
of almost all that has been written on the subject, since the publica- 
tion of Hume’s mendacious history of those times. Cromwell's 
family, who must have known him best, and who could reckon 
among them minds of the highest order, and hearts most ardently 
devoted to truth and piety, maintained, in the most trying times, a 


fearless testimony to the integrity of his character, as well as to the 
superiority of his genius. 

Dr. Price is entitled to the thanks of the public for the labour and 
talent which he has devoted to their service, in a history which must 
rank among the best that have exhibited events which “ posterity will 
not willingly let die.” 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF THE CONGREGATIONAL 
UNION OF ENGLAND AND WALES. 







The deep interest which the proceedings of the Annual Assembly have excited 
in ormer years, and the regret which has been expressed that no record of its 
deliberations was preserved for the information of absent members, or for 
future reference, have induced the Committee of the Union to secure a full report 
of the animating and holy transactions of the recent Meeting. Many of our 
readers can testify that it was not inferior to any preceding Assembly, in the 
number, intelligence, and unanimity of the brethren present, who prosecuted 
its interesting and important business, in a spirit of frankness, love, and zeal, 
rarely, if ever surpassed. The brethren were of one heart and one soul, and it 
was felt that, in answer to prayer, the God of love and peace was indeed with 











them. 
On Monday evening, May 6, an open meeting of the Committee was held, 


Bexsamtn Hanpury, Esq., the Treasurer, in the Chair, when the preliminary 


business was arranged. 
Tuesday morning, May 7th, at 9 o’clock, the Rev. Taomas Rarrtes, D.D. 


LL.D., of Liverpool, took the chair. 








PRESENT, 


MINISTERIAL DELEGATES AND VISITORS. 
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George Browne, Clapham S. A. Dubourg, Clapham 
S. B. Bergne, Lincoln B. D. Evans, Birdbush, Wilts. 
John Blackburn, London Josh. Elliott, Bury St. Edmunds 
William Bean, Ditto John Edwards, Berbice 
Mark Butler, Ditto J. Edwards, Brighton 
John Barfett, Salisbury George Evans, London 
E. F. Bodley, Steeple Bumpsted Richard Connebee, Dorking 
T. P. Bull, Newport Pagnel Isaac Evans, Weedon 
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C. J. Hyatt, London 

Eb. Henderson, D. Ph. Highbury 
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William Jarrett, London 
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Rev. Messrs. 
W. C. Loveless, Herne Bay 
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William Lewis, Penclawdd 
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Henry March, London 
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Edward Muscutt, St. Neots 
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Caleb Morris, London 
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R. Philip, Kingsland 
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Henry Pawling, Winchmore Hill 
E. T. Prust, Northampton 
J. Raban, London 
Charles Riggs, Mortlake 
Josiah Redford, Stansted 
H. Richards, London 
J. Reynolds, Romsey 
H.I. Roper, Bristol. 
Thomas Rees, Reyyate 
John Robinson, London 
Andrew, Reed, D.D. Ditto 
James Rowland, Hen/y-on-Thames 
John Richards, Birmingham 
R. Redpath, London 
J. E. Richards, Wandsworth 
R. Robinson, Witham, Essex 
John Rees, Chalford, Gloucester 
David Rees, Llanelly 
Thomas Stratten, /Zudl 
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John Spencer, Kingham, Norfolk 
John Stoughton, Windsor 
J. P. Smith, D.D. LL.D. Homerton 
G. Silly, Gosport 
Joshua Sewell, Thaxted, Essex 
Peter Sibree, Birmingham 
John Smith, Husketon, Suffolk 
W.M. Smith, London 
R. Saunders, Ditto 
William Spencer, Holloway 
James Spong, Yandley 
H. R. Tyler, Sawbridgeworth 
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Henry Townley, London 
David Thomas, Bristol 
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Rev. Messrs. 
John Tippetts, Gravesend 
William Temple, Plaistow 
William Tyler, London 
Ebenezer Temple, Rochford, Essex 
§. E. Toomer Preston Court, near | 

Wingham 

John Thornton, Darlington 
P. Thompson, M.A. Chatham 
John Varty, London 
Robert Vaughan, D.D. Kensington | 
Henry Winzar, Roxton, Beds. 
T. Wells, Basingstoke 
W. Warden, Ventnor | 
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LAY DELEGATES 


Messrs, , 
G. F. Angas, Dowlish 
— Angas, Ditto 
T.H. Boyhett, London 
George Bennet, Ditto 
J. B. Brown, LL.D. Ditto 
J.B. Byles, Henley 
Major Biddle, H.C.S. Madras Esta- 
blishment, Wotton-under- Edge 
John Brown, Wareham 
Jerome Clapp, Dursley 
Robert Charles, London 
Josiah Conder, Ditto 
Thomas Challis, Ditto 
William Clark, Ditio 
James Dinnis, Ditto 
R. W. Dixon, Wickham Bishops 
Josh. East, London 
Malachi Fisher, Blandford 
R. Fletcher, London 
Robert Gammon, Ditto 
George Gull, Ditto | 
C. J. Gray, Chelmsford I 
J.D. Goodchild, Henley-on-Thames 
J. Hickson, Wandsworth 
Benjamin Hogsflesh, London 
W.A. Hankey, Ditto 1] 
J. Hooper, Ditto i} 
Benjamin Hanbury, Ditto | 











at Home and Abroad. 


Rev. Messrs. 
Lewis Winchester, Worthing 
John West, London 
George Wright, Ditto 
J. Woodwark, Ditto 
S. Weston, Wooburn, Bucks 
C. Williams, London 
J. Williams, Creaton 
John Wardlaw, Glasgow 
G. W. Watson, London 
George Wilkins, Rendham, Suffolk 
R. Weaver, Mansfield 
Ralph Wardlaw, D.D. Glasgow 
J. Yockney, Islington 


AND VISITORS. 


Messrs. 
Peter Jackson, London 
J. Jennings, Ditto 
Josh. Ketchey, Kidderminster 
J.C. Lamb, Ryton, Durham 
John Lark, London 
Samuel Morley, Hackney 
J. Morley, Ditto 
S. Newton, Bristol 
James Oldham, Hull 
James Peachey, London 
John Paul, Ridgwell 
J.J. Rawlings, Wareham 
John Rout, London 
W. Reed, Ditto 
Robert Starling, Islington 
R. H. Shrewsbury, Chatham 


| William Stroud, M.D. London 
| Thomas Spicer, Ditto 
| George Soundy, Hen/ey-on-Thames 


H. C. Timpson, Lewisham 
Hull Terrell, London 
S. G. Underhill, Hackney 
S. Unwin, Coggeshall 


| Thomas Wilson, Highbury Place 
| Joshua Wilson, Ditto 


T. Whiteley, London 
John Whitehouse, Dudley 


THEOLOGICAL STUDENTS. 


Messrs. | 
Charles Brown, Highbury College 
Robert Dukson, Ditto | 
Jacob Davies, Homerton College 
W.H. Dyer, Highbury College 

R. P. Erlebach, Hackney College 
David Flower, Highbury College 
M. Flip, Hackney College 

Samuel Gibson, Highbury College 
W. H. Griffith, Coward College 


| G. 
C. 
A. 


Messrs. 
H. Gunn, Coward College 
J. Greenfield, Highbury College 
T. Hayward, Hackney College 
Thomas Hinds, Homerton College 
J.O. Jackson, Highbury College 
E. Jones, Ditto 
Kerrison, Homerton College 
Lexten, Highbury College 
Leitch, Homerton College 
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Messrs. 
R. G. Milne, Homerton College | Robert Robinson, Highbury College 
J. Poore, Highbury College || Philip Smith, Coward College 
John Parsons, Hackney College | J. Stockbridge, Homerton College 


| Messrs. 


N.F. Pollard, Homerton College Charles Wills, Ditto 
Thos. G. Potter, Highbury College ||) George Wood, Highbury College 


The meeting commenced by singing the 178th hymn from the Congregational 
hymn-book, after which the Chairman read the 17th chapter of St. John’s 
Gospel, and offered up a prayer to God for his blessing to rest upon the meeting, 

The Chairman then addressed the assembly as follows :—Beloved and 

honoured brethren, I rejoice to meet you on this most delightful and interesting 
occasion, and I can truly say that my joy would be unmingled if you had not 
called me —I feel honoured by the call—to occupy this station for the discharge 
of the duties of which I fear you will find me sadly inadequate. It is the first 
time I ever had the privilege of meeting with you on these sofemn annuai con- 
vocations, and I feel, therefore, considerable embarrassment from my ignorance 
of your modes of business and methods of procedure, and I feel that embarrass- 
ment not a little heightened by seeing opposite to me the Chairman of the 
former year, in whose steps it is no very easy thing to tread. (Hear.) I must, 
therefore, cast myself—and I do it, brethren, with confidence, for I am in the 
midst of brethren who can sympathize with me.—(Cheers.)-—-I say I cast myself 
with confidence on your kindness and candour, perfectly sure that in whatever I 
may be found deficient, you will do me the justice to believe that I am in no way 
deficient in respect and esteem for the beloved and honoured brethren by whom 
I am surrounded—(cheers) for their own sakes, and for the truth’s sake that is 
in them, and for the sake of the great and glorious cause to which we are all 
devoted. (Loud cheers.) I rejoice exceedingly in the formation of this Union, 
and in that degree to which it has secured to itself and will yet secure to itself 
the confidence of the churches, (Cheers.) I rejoice, because in this Union we 
can present a practical demonstration to the world and to the church also in 
other sections and departments, that union and co-operation the most close and 
efficient in the promotion of the common objects of a common cause, superior 
and paramount to every other, is compatible with a most entire independency 
and a most perfect equality. (Hear, hear, andcheers.) I rejoice to ponder the 
sublime and glorious ends for which we are thus associated. We are not 
assembled here as mitred abbots, or crosiered ecclesiastics, or as lords over 
God’s heritage, to impose heavy burdens upon men’s shoulders—to decree rites 
and ceremonies for their observance whether they approve them or not, or to 
devise plans and schemes whereby we may most effectually secure to ourselves 
the largest portion of the fleece of the flock committed to our charge—(Great 
cheering.) No; but we are assembled together that by union and communion, 
and fraternal intercourse we may increase brotherly love—that by the interchange 
of sentiments and feelings we may strengthen each other’s hands in the good 
but arduous work in which we are engaged, and that by combined counsels and 
co-operation we may devise and execute new plans for the promotion of the 
Redeemer’s glory and the best interests of the souls of men, or give increased 
efficiency and energy to such as already exist. (Cheers.) From purposes such as 
these, beloved and honoured brethren, and from us who cherish them, am 
I not justified in entertaining and giving expressions to a firm assurance that 
the great and glorious Head of the church will not withhold those gracious tokens 
of his divine approbation and that hallowed and hallowing influence of his 
Spirit which we fervently implore ? (Loud cheers.) 

The Rev. John Blackburn then rose and said :—Mr. Chairman, it is my de- 
lightful duty to introduce to you, and through you to this meeting, belove and 
honoured delegates from different bodies who are present with us at this meeting. 
(Hear hear.) In the first place allow me to introduce two venerated brethren 
from the United States of America—(cheering.) the Rev. Dr. Beman on your 
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left hand, and the Rev. Dr. Patton, who come to us delegated from that body 
calling themselves the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of the 
United States, and I am happy to say adjudicated to be such by the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania. The next brother, Sir, whom I have the honour to in- 
troduce to you as a delegate is our eloquent and able friend Dr. Wardlaw, who 
has done our common cause such incomparable service during the past month. 
(Cheering.) He oo as the representative of the Scottish Congregational 
Union. Then, Sir, I have no less pleasure in introducing to you the representa- 
tive of the Welsh Branch of the Congregational Union, the Rev. David Rees, of 
Lianelly, the pastor of that persecuted Welchman of whose imprisonment you 
have all heard, and who I am sure will have a warm reception from you and 
from this meeting. (Loud cheers.) In the course of the proceedings of this day, 
you Sir, will have to call upon our esteemed brethren to address the meeting. 
Hear. 
' The Chairman addressed the Delegates as follows :—Beloved brethren, I now 
feel the pressure of that burden which the duties of this day impose, which I 
will bear willingly if [am in any way able to support myself under it; but I 
am utterly at a loss, even at this commencement of the meeting, to form lan- 
guage suitable, and, in my own apprehension, adequate to convey to you the 
sense and feeling which I, in common with our brethren, entertain of the ex- 
cellence of your characters, and the esteem and regard which we cherish towards 
you. I rejoice to give to you, Sir, (addressing Dr. Beman,) the right hand of 
fellowship, and to you, Sir, (the Chairman here cordially shook hands with both the 
Delegates,) coming from the United States of America, a land in which we feel 
the deepest interest. (Loud cheers.) You come froma land where those vo- 
luntary principles, in connexion with religious matters, which we hold and 
which we receive, because we regard them as scriptural principles, (hear, hear, ) 
have been carried out to their full extent, free and unfettered principles for 
which we have in this country still to struggle, and they have proved themselves 
to be most competent to the working out the great and glorious ends con- 
templated by them under the blessing of Him whose principles they are. 
(Cheers.) I rejoice exceedingly to see you present in the midst of us to-day, 
because it renews to us the pledge of kind feelings and brotherly love cherished 
towards us by the transatlantic churches—feelings which [ trust no circum- 
stance will ever arise to interrupt. (Hear, hear.) No, gentlemen; there are 
various circumstances of a political and commercial nature which may tend, in 
some measure, to impede and mar the harmonious and friendly intercourse 
between these two great countries, but I trust that the influence of those 
principles on which this fraternal intercourse, which we have this day 
realized, proceeds will ever be such as to prevent any thing like a serious 
estrangement, and render war, accursed war, utterly impossible. (Loud cheers.) 
Yes, we do cherish a confident assurance, that while this fraternal intercourse and 
christian brotherhood is maintained, there will be a continued and a happy inter- 
change of sentiment and feeling between these two countries, which will advance 
and increase till the glories of the millennium burst on our world, and the whole 
earth’ is filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
(Great cheering.) To you, my old and beloved friend, Dr. Wardlaw, what 
shall [say? Shall I forget for a moment that I am in the presence of my 
brethren, and fancy that I am alone, and tell you how [ love and how I vene- 
rate you, and how deeply conscious I am of the services you have rendered to 
great principles, to the propagMtion of which, and to the advancementof those 
truths which are inseparably connected with them, your life of labour and use- 
fulness has been consecrated! I rejoice to see you, Sir, at an advanced period 
of that life, in such health and vigour, with all the powers and faculties of your 
wind and body unimpaired. (Cheers.) If it be the will,—and I trust it is,— 
of Him whose servant you are, I trust there may be many and many years of 
still increasing usefulness yet added to that useful life, and that the day may 
yet be distant when you may cease from your toils and enter into your rest, and 
N.S. VOL, 11. 3D 
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leave behind you, as you assuredly will, an honoured name and _ blessed 
memory. .(Great cheering.) To you, my beloved friend and brother, (turning 
tothe Rev. David Rees,) from the land of mountains—that land which I have 
loved from my boyhood, what shall I say to you, Sir, but bid you welcome to 
this meeting as a brother, a beloved brother in the Lord. (Cheers.) We trust 
you come to kindle amongst us a little of that holy fire which burns throughout 
the Principality of Wales with such intensity of ardour. (Cheers.) When we 
look on you we are reminded of the William Williams’s, and John Elias’s, and 
Christmas Evans’s, and many other of your countrymen who have been emi- 
nent for their zeal and usefulness in the church. Amongst those names your's 
occupies an honourable station. May it long continue to do so, through your 
living voice and honoured labours on earth, and then assuredly it will go down 
with those honoured names to posterity, when your toils on earth are finished, 
and your sainted spirit mingles with the sainted spirits of those worthies of the 
Principality of Wales which have proceeded to glory. (Loud cheers.) 

The Rev John Blackburn moved, and the Rev. Thomas James seconded, 

I, ‘* That the honoured brethren now present as Delegates from the United 
States of America, from Scotland, and the Principality of Wales, be invited to 
take their seats and vote as members during the session of this Annual As. 
sembly ;” which was voted by acclamations. 

The Rev. Algernon Wells then read the Report of the Committee for the 
past year. After which, he proceeded to read a brief statement of the proceed- 
ings of the Colonial Missionary Society. Another document, which the reverend 
gentleman said was of vital importance, not only to themselves, but to their 
principles throughout the world, and which referred to the reception of Govern- 
ment aid for their own churches in the colonies, was also submitted to the meet- 
ing, as follows : 

The Committee of the Colonial Missionary Society having before them an act 
passed by the Legislative Council of New South Wales, by which Congregational 
Christians are entitled to aid from the colonial treasury, for the erection of their 
chapels, and the support of their ministers, in common with the other leading 
denominations of Christians, and on equal terms with them; and having also 
before them communications from their Independent brethren in Australia, 
which would seem to imply the intention of availing themselves of the secular 
advantages conferred by the said act; and having duly considered the whole 
subject, resolved as follows :— 

‘‘ That this Committee fully appreciates those considerations which might seem 
favourable to the acceptance of aid by Congregational Christians from the colo- 
nial government, under the recent act of council in New South Wales—as, 
First—That the several leading and more numerous denominations of Christians 
being assisted on equal terms, there can be no material or extensive partiality 
in the conduct of the government to any class of the people, in this respect. 
Secondly —That the assistance granted by government being conditional, upon 
certain efforts of the people, and proportioned to them, it would seem to be 
intended by this plan the voluntary system should be in a measure recognized 
and promoted. Thirdly—That little or no direct or material government con- 
troul or interference would, under this plan, be claimed over the congregations 
or ministers receiving aid from the public fuuds, Fourthly—That in the com- 
mencements of colonization, the settlers, comparatively scattered, and with but 
feeble resources, would seem to require more than older and richer countries, 
the aid of government in providing religious teachers and ordinances. And, 
fifthly—That any one denomination of Christians declining, under these cir- 
cumstances, to receive assistance from Government, when all others were In 
acceptance of it, would be administering its affairs upon very unequal and dis- 
advantageous terms.—Yet, this Committee affectionately advise all their congre- 
gational brethren in the British colonies to decline the pecuniary aid of their 
respective legislatures, and to sustain their religious interests and efforts solely 
by the voluntary contributions of the disciples of Christ ; because, first, they are 
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firmly persuaded that this is an ordinance of Christ, with which his people 
can, under no circumstances, have authority to dispense; because, secondly, 
their persuasion is equally strong, that whatever specious appearances of greater 
usefulness may seem at any time to attend a departure from the institutions of 
Christ than an adherence to them—expediency is not our guide, but the word of 
God, and it will be found in the issue our true policy as it is our bounden duty 
to adhere, at all times, to that infallible rule; thirdly, because to bear witness 
to truth under circumstances of worldly disadvantage, has ever been to the 
faithful disciples of Christ, the true path of honour, influence, and usefulness ; 
fourthly, because colonies in which long established exclusive interests, with the 
prejudices and parties of which they are the occasion, do not prevail, are pre- 
cisely the communities most open to receive and sustain the free and simple 
institutes of the christian religion, as taught in the New Testament. And this 
committee offers this respectful and affectionate advice to their congregational 
brethren in the British colonies, under a full assurance that in complying with it, 
they will secure the sympathy, and awaken the energies of their brethren in the 

rent country on their behalf—obtain the approval and blessing of Christ—and 
ns a witness to the spirituality and liberty of the christian church, for which 
future ages will venerate their memory. And, finally, this committee can in 
faith commit all the interests of the church, in all times and places, to the care 
of Christ, in an obedient adherence tw his institutions. 

Joseph Wontner, Esq., the Cash Secretary, next read the finance account for 


e year. 

The Rev. John Blackburn then said—Will you allow me, Sir, before I an- 
nounce the name of the brother who will move the adoption of the report to say, 
that we have amongst us the Rev. David King, of Glasgow, and the Rev. Robert 
Redpath, of London; both of whom are ministers of the United Secession 
Church, with whose synod we have on former occasions exchanged delegates. 
I beg therefore to move, that they be invited to take their seats and vote with 
us on this occasion. 

The Chairman.—I scarcely need put it, because I know it will be carried by 
acclamation. (Hear, hear.) Addressing the Rev. Messrs. King and Redpath, I 
now in the name of our united brethren, cordially welcome you into the midst of 
our association. 

The Rev. H. F. Burder, D.D., of Hackney.—I am unexpectedly called upon 
to move the adoption of the report. I certainly did make an effort, sincere 
though feeble, and coupled with that effort the wish, that this duty should fall 
upon some brother much more entitled to be heard at this meeting than myself. 
lacknowledge, however, that there was a counteracting feeling stirring in my mind 
at the moment, which I still feel, and which makes me conscious that it would 
require no small degree of self-denial to forego the opportunity of giving some 
short expression to the feelings of my heart on an occasion like the present. 
(Cheers.) From the very beginning of this Union, Sir, I have found at its 
meetings the very best feelings of my heart gratified. That gratification has 
been increased from year to year, with the increasing assurance that our beloved 
and honoured brethren through the kingdom, were becoming more and more 
aware of the desirableness of such an Union as this, sothat our numbers from 
year to year are augmented. I feel, sir, at this moment more delight than I can 
express, at seeing myself surrounded by such a company of brethren in the 
Lord. Brethren, most of them in the christian ministry—brethren united to 
One another because they are united to their Lord and Saviour. Brethren main- 
taining those views of christian truth and of the government of christian churches 
which I have always imagined to be scriptural, and therefore of the highest im- 
portance and the best adapted to promote the ends of our common Christianity. 
(Cheers.) It is, Sir, delightful to echo those sentiments of brotherly love and 
that desire of union with which the report concludes. Certainly, Sir, I never 
could suppose, that the order and constitution of our churches presented any 
barrier to our union one with another. (Hear.) I should immediately suspect 
3 D2 





380 Transactions of the Congregational Churches, June, 


and call in question their scriptural origin, if I could imagine that they pre- 
sented in their form and order any kind of obstruction to the most true and 
cordial, and perfect and practical union. (Hear, hear, and cheers.) I alwa 
Sir, respond from my very heart to those kindly sentiments of fraternal love to- 
wards our beloved brethren of our own communion. I never supposed that the 
form of our churches rendered it difficult to express the most catholic love towards 
brethren of other communions ; and, Sir, we only want to find men in the church 
established in our country like the Hon. Baptist Noel, (loud cheers) to feel at 
once, that the principles of episcopacy so far as they are unconnected with epis- 
copal power and state policy, present no barrier to this union; and so far as 
they will —_ as under existing circumstances, we think it the gratification of 
our own feelings to go as far as possible—and quite as far as they think prac- 
ticable or desirable in the expression and manifestation of christian love, 
(Cheers.) Then, Sir, how delightful is it to feel that we are in the presence of 
the representatives of other christian churches; either in some parts of our own 
island, or churches on the other side of the Atlantic. How delightful is it to 
feel that nothing whatever interferes with the full cordiality of christian affection ! 
Then, Sir, as the state of my health has not allowed me to be one of the Com- 
mittee during the past year, I may, perhaps, venture to say what I could not have 
said had I participated in its councils, that I cannot but think, especially from 
the suggestionsthrown out in the report, that there are indications of increasingvita- 
lity and energy in our Committee and in the body itself, and if 1 am not very much 
mistaken, our beloved brother who has read to us the report, has contributed 
not a little to produce these indications of prosperity. (Loud cheers.) Such sug- 
gestions and practical exertions as are held out, promise much greater efficiency 
in years to come than has been experienced in the past. I shall not occupy your 
time by going over the various points in the report, I will just read the reso- 
lution. 

II. “That the report of the Committee be approved and adopted, and that it 
be printed and circulated under the direction of the Committee; as also the 
brief statement of the Colonial Missionary Society in connexion with the Union; 
and the resolution of that Committee respectfully advising the congregational 
brethren in the British Colonies not to accept aid from the Colonial Treasuries 
in support of their religious institutions, now presented to the Assembly : and this 
Assembly, considering the great importance of the Colonial Mission, its pressing 
exigencies at this time, and its strong claims on the support of the Union, most 
earnestly recommend it to the prayers and liberality of the churches: and while 
the Assemby most cordially adopts the resolution, advising the churches in the 
colonies to decline the pecuniary aid of their legislatures, it feels that the adop- 
tion of such a resolution is a most binding reason for liberality and vigour 
in carrying out the voluntary principle in all its applications,” 

In the sentiments, Sir, relating to money grants in the colonies, I cannot but 
cordially unite. I do not see that any other view of the case could be at all 
consistent with our acknowledged and avowed principles. (Hear.) This state 
of things is bringing us to the test, but I conceive we are prepared to abide by 
that test, and I rejoice, Sir, in the form in which this is presented to the meeting, 
nor can I doubt for a minute how it will be received. 

The Rev. John Kelly, of Liverpool said—In rising to second the resolution 
which has been so ably moved, it is not my intention to detain this meeting for 
any length of time, considering the business which is before us ; but { may be 
permitted to offer one or two remarks. It is the strongest recommendation to 
me, Sir, of the Scriptural principles on which our churches are constituted, that 
these principles not only create no bar in the way of the exercise of christian 
affection towards others who may differ from us, but the very freedom which 
these principles recognise, seems to invite the unrestrained exercise of christian 
affection towards all; and I trust that, as Congregationalists, we shall ever be 
distinguished on the one hand by a warm adherence to what we believe to be 
scriptural, and on the other hand by a warm and expansive christian benevo 
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lence; and | trust that the obstacles which may be presented to the exercise of 
thatcommon charity which we profess, will make us constant and ferventin prayer 
forthecultivation of christian love in our own hearts, and make useverready, when- 
ever opportunity is presented, to express the charity which we are thus anxious 
tocultivate. One word more, Sir, in relation to the state of things in our colo- 
nies. I cordially agree, as I am sure all must do, in the propriety of the reso- 
lution submitted to the meeting in relation to this subject; and in passing this 
resolution we should regard ourselves as publicly pledged to give every possible 
support to our brethren in the colonies, in the circumstances in which we place 
them by that recommendation. (Loud cheers.) If there were any thing wanted 
to strengthen our resolution thus to assist and support them, beside what is sup- 
plied by the resolution itself, it would be found in the fact, that the Roman 
Catholic church are straining every nerve, and putting forth every effort to dis- 
seminate their principles in our colonies. (Hear, hear.) They are not only 
ready to take whatever may be granted, but they have large funds at their dis- 
posal which they can bring into operation to promote the increase of the Ca- 
tholic religion in every direction. (Hear, hear.) Now, I am sure we are all 
convinced that our principles are not only the vital principles of religion, but 
what should become the civil principles of every community ; whilst the efforts 
Ihave alluded to are not only destructive of the civil interests of communities, 
but what is of far more importance, destructive in their influenee on the soul. I 
trust that we shall be stimulated by the efforts of the parties to whom I have 
referred, to give additional efficacy to our principles in the various colonies to 
which we are sending out brethren, so that the result will be, that in South 
Australia and Canada communities will be formed in which those principles 
will be adhered to which we ourselves profess, and will bring forth their legiti- 
mate influence. (Cheers.) 

Josiah Conder, F.sq. said he wished before the motion was put, to state, that 
one of their brethren, the Rev. Mr. Miller, of Hobart Town, had respectfully 
declined receiving government aid. (Cheers.) He thought it would not be 
just to that gentleman if he omitted to mention the circumstance to the meeting. 
(Hear.) It appeared from a letter in a parliamentary document that he, at 
least, had set the noble example of respectfully declining the proffered aid, and 
he believed he (Mr. Conder) was right in saying that another respected minister 
had followed the same course. 

W. 4. Hankey, Esq. begged leave of the Chairman to propose a question 
which he was anxious to put, because it involved the question of the resolution. 
Taking it for granted that the matter had been duly considered by the committee, 
and that their judgment upon it was such as the meeting ought to approve, he 
begged to ask whether the renunciation of government aid in the colonies 
included grants for the establishment of schools ? 

The Rev. A. Wells, as far as he was able to answer, would say no. 

The Chairman.—The chapels and ministers of course, but not schools. 

W. A, Hankey, Esq. merely put the question for the sake of information, to 
know whether it had been considered as affecting the question of schools. 

The Rev. John Blackburn begged to say that the resolution had no reference 
whatever to that question ; and he thought it would be well if they kept clear of 
& question which had been discussed so warmly in another place. 

The Rev. Dr. Bennett was very happy that Mr. Hankey had brought this for- 
ward for the sake of keeping clear here. (Laughter.) 

The Chairman.—Now, gentlemen, we are all clear. (Hear.) Every gentle- 
man who supports this resolution will have to enter practically into the spirit of 
it. Such then who are of opinion that this resolution be carried will hold up 
their hands, The resolution was then carried by a unanimous show of hands. 

The Rev. John Blackburn.—Our brethren will recollect that by the 6th reso- 
lution of the last Assembly, the preparation of the annual letter for the present 
year was confided to acommittee of brethren connected with the Berkshire Asso- 
ciation, at the head of which stood the name of the venerable Archibald Douglas, 
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of Reading, who was the Chairman of our first Assembly, anterior to the for. 
mation of the Union. It has pleased the great Head of the church to remove 
him, full of years and full of honour, from his labour to his rest; but I rejoice 
that while the fathers continue not by reason of death, others are raised up to fill 
their places, and that a beloved young brother, a member of that committee, has 
prepared the letter, and will now submit it to you, in a manner which I doubt 
not will meet the approbation of the assembled brethren. I therefore call on 
the Rev. J. Stourton, of Windsor, to read a draft of the letter. 

The Rev. J. Stourton having read the letter, which was listened to with the 
deepest interest, 

The Rev. John Leifchild, D.D. of London, addressed the meeting as fol- 
lows :—This resolution will require very few words of mine to enforce it on 
your attention and adoption. 

I1I. “ That the Annual Address to the churches now read be approved and 
adopted—that this interesting and valuable document be printed with the 
minutes of this day’s proceedings, and also separately in such a form as may 
best promote its wide circulation. That the cordial thanks of this Assembly be 
tendered to the brethren by whom the important service of preparing the annual 
letter has been so ably performed; nor can this Assembly omit, in this con- 
nexion, a tribute of affectionate respect to the honoured memory of the late Rev, 
Archibald Douglas, of Reading, who presided on the first Assembly of this 
Union, and was by vote of the last annual Assembly placed at the head of the 
Committee appointed to draw up this document, but was called to his rest, full 
of years and honour, before the completion of that service: and that the Rev. 
Dr. Payne, of Exeter, the Rev. W. Wright, of Honiton, and the Rev. J. 
Bounsall, of Ottery, be respectfully requested to undertake the preparation of 
the next Annual Address; and that this Assembly would suggest to those re- 
spected brethren, as a subject suitable for discussion, the privilege, responsibility, 
and duty of the churches in the choice of their pastors, with affectionate hints on 
the spirit in which this most important transaction should be conducted. That 
this Assembly retains unabated all the solicitude expressed by former annual 
meetings of this Union, that the Union should enter on vigorous Home Mis- 
sionary operations; but concurs in the judgment expressed by the Committee 
in the report this day presented, that the discussions and movements which have 
hitherto taken place on the subject, have effected little more than to make it 
apparent that nothing less than a special general meeting of the Union, giving 
patient and lengthened consideration to the whole subject, will obtain the con- 
cert, and effect the movement of the association of our churches, indispensable 
to accomplish what ought to be attempted by this Union, in a work of such 
magnitude and pressing necessity. And this Assembly will therefore, at its 
rising, stand adjourned for a meeting in the autumn of the present year, to con- 
sider a plan for a Home Missionary Society in connection with this Union; and 
instructs the Committee to summon that adjourned meeting of this Assembly, 
at the time and place which they shall ascertain to be most expedient.” 

I do not think it right, Sir, that London ministers should occupy the ground 
very much on such an occasion as the present. I shall not occupy your atten- 
tion long, and certainly I would not have obtruded myself on the notice of the 
meeting but for the peculiarity of my feelings on the present occasion. This is 
the first public meeting of this annual festival that I have been able to attend, 
through over exertion and prostration of strength, and I confess that this meeting 
wears an aspect so peculiarly attractive to my mind, that it has been my earnest 
prayer that I might have health afforded me to attend this meeting, if it were 
the only meeting I should attend. I have come under the conviction that God 
has granted that prayer, and the gratification of my mind on meeting my bre- 
thren this morning has been so great and so delightful, and at meeting you, my 
dearSir, whom I have been accustomed for many years to call my valued and 
affectionate friend, that when requested to speak, my heart would not allow me 
to say nay. (Cheers.) I have felt, while listening to the statements that have 
been made, and surveying the group before me, the force of that inspired senti- 
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ment, “ Behold how good and how pleasant a thing it is for brethren to dwell 
together in unity.” I have felt that we are, whatever shades of difference there 
may be in our sentiments, perfectly one in heart. (Cheers.) Sir, we had a 
beautiful illustration of the reality and strength of our affection in some proceed- 
ings that took place a few months ago in this very house. Some brethren in the 
metropolis thought it expedient that a declaration should be put forth, signed 
with their names, asserting our principles, and deprecating all bitterness and 
rancour, with a view of rectifying mistakes and misapprehensions that had got 
abroad, and pouring oil upon the troubled waters. A number of brethren were 
called together, I think between 70 and 80 assembled. When that declaration 
was read, and the substance of it generally admired, it was found that a very 
great difference of opinion prevailed. It was suggested that such a declaration 
would not be believed by those whom it was intended to inform ; that it would 
be misinterpreted, and would be considered as a confession of weakness ; that 
some brethren could not sign it, who therefore would be placed in a very 
unpleasant situation ; and, in short, Sir, the advocates of that declaration, of 
whom I was one, were left in a very sad minority. (Cheers and laughter.) 
There was a spirit and vigour about the whole proceedings which rendered ita 
very animated meeting. There was no fear of discussion, Sir, nor of giving 
vent to any sentiment which any brother possessed, and they who carried the 
matter triumphantly, that no declaration should be published, felt not the least 
hesitation in giving vent to all the sentiments and feelings of their minds. It 
was a perfectly free and animated discussion on both sides, and rather warm— 
(Laughter)—I dare not say violent. But why doI mention it? Because, Sir, 
after thisfree, and bold, and animated discussion oa both sides, the minority feeling 
themselves compelled to give way—( Laughter)—and consenting to the removal of 
the declaration altogether; why do I say it, Sir, but because when they left the room 
there was no sentiment of friendship impaired, no undermining of brotherly 
concord, and [ think I speak the convictions of all my brethren when I say 
that not one that went from that meeting loved his brother less after the discus- 
sion had taken place. (Cheers.) I look upon it, Sir, that the difference of senti- 
ment only supplied a test of the strength of christian affection, and whatever 
shades of difference there may be amongst us, I think we are warranted in 
saying, after that spectacle, that we are perfectly one in heart. (Cheers.) Will 
you allow me to say, Sir, without intending to trespass on your notice and 
attention, that I cannot help thinking, when I look abroad—I suppose, as I am 
called upon unexpectedly on this occasion, great allowance will be made if any 
of my remarks are not quite coherent or relative—but I cannot help thinking 
that our distinctive principles are on the advance. I am not insensible to the 
hostility manifested against us, which has been so unusually severe of late years ; 
I am not insensible to the suffering which some of our interests in small towns 
and villages have endured, on account of the hostility of the dominant party ; 
less still, Sir,am I insensible to the bitter and persecuting spirit by which some 
valued friends and champions of our cause have been deprived of their liberty. 
(Cheers.) But it seems to me that in larger towns, and in cities, and through the 
country at large, our principles are upon the advance —I mean our distinctive 
principles. (Hear, hear.) I think, Sir, as far as I may be permitted to give the 
result of my own observations, that in the party directly opposed to us, there 
are symptoms of some alteration in their views. (Hear.) I think I perceive 
m some parts symptoms of great suspicion about the apostolical succes- 
sion. (Laughter.) They seem to me to be cast upon the horns of a dilemma: 
either they must get that succession through the papacy, and then it would be 
any thing but a holy succession; (laughter) they could not drag through that 
chain without being considerably defiled and disgraced, (renewed laughter,) or 
else they must get it through the Christianity which was in our own country 
before the papacy ; and then I apprehend they would find it very difficult, if 
not impossible, to connect the introduction of that Christianity with any one of 
the twelve apostles, (Hear, hear, and cheers.) And I think I have observed too 
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a disposition, in some parts, of that very party to cede the point so long con 
tended for, that a severance might take place of the church from the state without 
any real injury to the church. (Hear, hear.) It has been admitted by them. 
selves that the church could stand without the state, and would stand, perhaps, 
much better ; and though that has been put forward in the form of a threat, yet 
still it is an admission of the principle. (Hear.) And then, Sir, with regard to 
the voluntary principle, the party to whom I refer treat that in a very strange 
manner ; they deprecate it and at the same time they inculcate it. (Hear, hear.) 
They smite it with one hand, and coax it with the other. (Great laughter.) They 
tell churchmen they ought to despise the voluntaries, and yet that they ought 
voluntarily to give to the building of churches. (Hear hear.) But, Sir, to attack 
the opposers of the voluntary system, after what we have heard at Freemason’s 
Hall—(Loud cheers)—is quite a work of supererogation ; I think it would be to 
vanquish the vanquished, and slay the slain. (Cheers and laughter.) I cannot but 
think they that provoked that controversy will regret that they began the quarrel. If 
it were consistent to invite from the North a Presbyterian to advocate an Episcopa- 
lian establishment, it is quite consistent in us to invite from the same country aCon- 
gregationalist to advocate our distinctive principles. (Hear, hear ) I think, Sir, 
the sling and the stone have proved fatal to the giant. (Cheers and laughter.) I 
could not help thinking, when I had the gratification of listening to those lec- 
tures, when I considered the eloquence of the language and the power of sar- 
casm, not in language, but in argument; when I looked round upon some who 
seemed rather displeased, their countenances reminded me of the language 
of the Quaker, “ O, argument! argument! the Lord rebuke thee!” (Long 
continued laughter.) I beg pardon, Sir, for alluding to that subject, on account 
of some gentlemen in the room; but I take this opportunity of saying, that we 
shall be truants to our principles if, when that volume is printed, we do not 
circulate it immediately among all our churches. (Hear, hear, and cheers.) It has 
been a great gratification, Sir, to me, that amidst the calumnies and misrepre- 
sentations which have been brought against us, and reiterated, and that have an 
effect on those who read only one side ; it has been a gratification to me, looking 
round before I had any thought of addressing this meeting, to see so many living 
refutations in this room of those calumnies—-1 mean not only in the labours of 
our brethren, but in their acknowledged and extensively read publications. 
(Hear, hear.) Sir, it has been charged against us, in some quarters, that we 
favour popery. Amongst whom, I ask, has the best course of lectures against 
the Roman Catholic religion been produced? (Hear, hear.) It is said, because 
we advocate the admission of all classes into the Bible Society, that we favour 
Socinianism. Amongst whom has been published the best work against 
Socinianism? (Cheers.) It has sometimes been said that we have not been 
sufficiently careful in guarding against the disturbance of order. By whom, I 
ask, has Socialism itself been attacked and grappled with, and broughit to the 
ground ? (Hear, hear, and loud cheers.) And if it be said that these are merely 
the outworks; that we have not been sufficiently attentive to the weightier 
matter of personal religion, O that is sufficiently answered by a single appeal to 
the ‘* Anxious Enquirer, directed in the Affair of his Salvation.” (Cheers.) 
And when I think, Sir, of the protracted meetings which have been held, in 
which God has employed our labours, and of the evident tokens of the blessing of 
God upon those labours, I feel sure that these misrepresentations have their 
best refutation in our writings and in our conduct. (Loud cheers.) I confess, 
(and I will not trouble you much longer,) I confess that I have been pained 
of late to know exactly what to anticipate and expect. We talk and have been 
talking for so many years about the real union of the church of Christ, that it 
now seems to me, Sir, and I beg pardon if [ am free in these communications, 
because I give them only as my own private sentiments, and pledge no one to 
their adoption ; but it seems to me that we do not want a change of systems $0 
much asa change of spirit. We want a larger diffusion of a spirit of heavenly 
mindedness, and charity, and brotherly love; then we might have, with one et 





1839. ut Home and Abroad. 385 


ception, a real and visible union, consisting in an interchange of services, and 
based on a union of our hearts end minds in the fundamental truths of the 
gospel. There is nothing in Presbyterianism which should prevent such a 
union; there is nothing in Congregationalism, nothing in Wesleyanism which 
should prevent such a union; there is nothing in Episcopacy, considered in 
itself, that should prevent this union. But there seems to me to be one for- 
midable impediment in the way of a union of the whole Catholic Church, and 
that is, Sir, the union of Episcopacy to the secular power patronizing that 
sect, and forbidding it, by its laws and constitution, to admit an interchange of 
services, so that whatever good feeling might prevail, whatever real union of 
spirit there is among good men of all denominations, while that system con- 
tinues, there never can be a visible union by an interchange of services; and 
there will not be, I think, till some pious clergymen shall break ground and 
spurn the trammels, aud come forward and unite with us in our religious ser- 
vices on the principle of an agreement in the fundamental points of the gospel ; 
but when they shall break ground, the system will begin to give way, and the 
sooner that comes to pass, in my opinion, the better. (Cheers.) 1 cannot help 
thinking, if it be not too personal, that a pamphlet, just published, will have a 
mighty effect, if it be but perused, on conscientious men about to subscribe to 
the Articles and Canons.* It would, I think, have the effect of preventing 
many from subscribing, if we could only get them to read it. The statements 
are so powerful to my own mind, that were I a churchman, [ could not, as a 
conscientious man, remain so an hour longer; and I think we owe it to ourselves 
tocirculate this pamphlet widely and extensively, believing as I do, that our 

rinciples are founded on the sacred Scriptures, and that they must prevail. 

ow, Sir, with regard to my motion. (Laughter.) It is very kind of you to 
make this allowance for us. (Laughter.) 1 do most cordially concur in that 
resolution. I admire that letter for the simplicity and elegance of its language, 
and above all for its heart-stirring appeal to ministers on the vital points of per- 
sonal religion and spirituality of mind, and I therefore, with great cordiality, 
recommend that resolution to the adoption of the meeting. (Cheers. ) 

The Rev. Thomas Stratten, of Hull, in seconding the resolution, said—When 
so large a portion of the time has been occupied with the subject of this 
resolution, it seems to me exceedingly undesirable that much time should be 
occupied in the formality of its adoption. The excellence of a document like 
that, which appeals to the hearts of all, cannot be doubted. Indeed, I feel 
that had the Chairman risen immediately after it was read, and without any 
formality of moving or seconding, put it to the meeting, there would not have been 
one individual who would not have given both hand and heart to its adoption. 
(Hear, hear.) Had time permitted, there was one remark which I should like to 
have made and to have enlarged a little on: [ will make it, however, without 
the enlargement. We are accustomed to feel much complacency in that harmony 
of opinion which prevails on all the great and essential doctrines of Christianity. 
Now it appears to me, that one of the chief and one of the best features in 
those documents which have been read this morning, is the harmony of spirit 
which they breathe throughout. The spirit of the letter most entirely accords 
with the spirit of the admirable report that has been read by our esteemed and 
beloved brother, Mr. Wells, and it will be of great service to us, I think, if 
these documents are circulated, not only in our own denomination, but, as 
opportunity may offer, amongst others who do not belong to us. (Hear, 
hear. ) The Rev. Dr. who has preceded me, has set an example of wandering a 
little from the resolution. (Laughter.) I am a much more humble individual, 
and will venture to trespass, therefore, only for a moment with reference to 
Something of a more local nature. Hitherto I have attended this meeting as a 
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private individual, or rather, as the representative of a single congregation, 
(Hear, hear.) I am happy, at this moment, that I attend in a capacity which 
gives me, I was going to say, a little more importance than even that of the 
representative of a congregation. I attend at this meeting as the delegate, one 
out of three—I am sorry my brethren were not able to be with me here—of the 
Hull and East Riding Association, which I have the honour to represent at 
this meeting. (Cheers.) Our union, Mr. Chairman, is but recently formed, 
and I hold in my hand a resolution which connects us with this Society, and as 
this has not been communicated to you at present, I have great pleasure in 
presenting it on this occasion. I have equal pleasure in saying, that though 
the churches in our neighbourhood have hitherto been feeble, and are still 
depressed, yet since our beloved brother’s visit to us, (referring to Mr, Wells) 
since his visit, there has been a great manifestation of God's goodness in almost 
all the churches around us, I will mention only one instance, and then con. 
clude. Ina small village, containing only 300 inhabitants, where a church has 
existed for 18 years, during the last month 32 individuals have been added to it, 
(Loud cheers.) Mr. Stratten concluded his address, by presenting the following 
resolution, passed by the East Riding of Yorkshire Association, at their annual 
public meeting, on the 25th of March last, giving in their adhesion to this Union. 

Moved by the Rev. J. Winterbottom, seconded by the Rev. A. Wells, and 
adopted unanimously, ‘¢ That this association entirely approving the principles 
and objects of the General Congregational Union of England and Wales, as 
adapted not only to combine and invigorate the scattered exertions of our own 
denomination, but also to contribute to the common interests of religion and 
liberty through the world, declares its cordial adhesion to it, and appoints 
W. Lowthrop, Esq. Rev. T. Hicks, and the Rev. T. Stratten, the delegates from 
this association to its next annual meeting.” 

The Rev James Bennett, D.D.—Before you put the resolution for printing 
the letter, I beg leave, Mr. Chairman, to say that there is a single short 
sentence in it which is expressed rather more roundly than some of us could 
approve. I refer to that which deprecates all proselyting from other denomi- 
nations, because there are denominations from which we should all think it right 
to — (Hear, hear.) I think if it were expressed less positively—if it 
were said, for instance, that ‘ proselyting from other denominations should not 
be our ambition,” or something of that kind, it would be less open to objection. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Josiah Conder, Esq. said there was a sentiment expressed which might 
mislead, if it went forth without some modification, as to the want of a provision 
in our chapels for the poor. (Hear, hear.) He was not aware that they were 
open to any such charge. He had certainly considered that the contrary was 
the fact. It might have an injurious effect if the statement went forth in its 
present shape. (Hear, hear.) 

The Rev. J. A. James, of Birmingham. Will you allow me, Mr. Chairman, 
to mention one thing which has occurred to my own mind in this letter. I 
happen to have been so great a sinner in impeaching my own congregation, that 
Ido wish to guard against any misconception. (Hear, hear.) There is one 
expression in that letter to this effect—the low tone of piety throughout our 
churches. Now I think, with all due deference, that this is saying rather too 
much. (Hear, hear.) Besides, it will be seized upon and trumpetted through- 
out the land; the low tone of piety throughout all our churches, when, happily, 
at the present time there is no ground for such a complaint. 

Major Biddle said he thought there was a good deal in the letter that 
would require to be looked to. It might be very excellent, but there was @ 
great deal in it, and it was one thing for it to be read there, and another for it 
to go forth to the world. ’ 

The Rev. Dr. Fletcher said—he presumed it was proposed in the resolution 
that it be published under the direction of the Committee, and if that were the 
case, every objection would be met. He believed as it was under the judgment of 
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their excellent Secretary, they might depend that every thing objectionable 
would be excluded. 

The Rev. J. Stourton was sure the Committee would be exceedingly happy if 
the Secretary’s wisdom were employed on this letter. It would be remembered 
that it had been written by young men, and he hoped the meeting would 
receive itas such. (Hear.) 

The Rev. Thomas Binney, of London, said there was one word in the letter 
which he detested—the word “eloquent.” He was sure that every person of 
correct taste and serious feelings must be pained every time he took up a news- 
paper or a magazine, and read the account given of the opening of chapels, and 
of anniversaries, and of things of that kind. It was always, ‘“* Mr. So-and-so 
delivered an eloquent sermon.” (Hear, hear.) He had seen this and other 
epithets used till he could hardly endure them, and he believed that one great 
fault among them was the idolatry of intellect and the complimenting of intel- 
lect. (Hear.) It was not in accordance with the simplicity of Christ. Al- 
though, therefore, the term ‘ eloquent” might be used with great propriety, he 
would certainly prefer some other term. 

The Chairman.—I apprehend that the Committee, in revising this admirable 
document, will avail themselves of the hints so justly thrown out; (hear, 
hear,) and therefore, with this understanding, I will put the resolution in its 
present form. 

The Rev. Mr. Wells.— Pardon me, Sir, I lament that this resolution was pre- 
sented to the meeting without a reference to the demise of our excellent friend 
Mr. Douglas, who was one of our number. May | be permitted to put in the 
resolution some allusion to his death, paying a respectful tribute to his memory ! 

Hear. 

' The. Chairman.—With that respectful addition—it occurred to me to sug- 
gest it—however as I did not, 1 am glad Mr. Wells has done so; with that 
most proper addition I put the resolution for the adoption of the meeting. 

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously. 

The Chairman read the following document: 

“ The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America, being met in the City of Philadelphia, this twenty-fourth day of May, 
in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-eight, do hereby 
appoint the Rev William Patton, D.D. and the Rev. Nathan 8.8. Beman, D.D. 
their delegates to attend the next meeting of Zhe Congregational Union of 
England und Wales. 

“ Attest, 
“ Philadelphia, ** Erskine Mason, Stated Clerk.” 
“ May 24, 1838. 
and called upon the Rev. Dr. Patton, of New York, to address the meeting. 

Dr. Patton—I find myself to-day, Sir, placed in new and very peculiar cir- 
cumstances. It has been my pleasure in seasons that are past, to represent the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian church of the United States of America ; 
to be their delegate to some kindred societies and bodies of Christians in Ame- 
rica ; but never, Sir, until now, have I felt the responsibility that devolves upon 
me, standing in this watch-tower of the world (for such is your metropolis) and 
representing a body of men who have kindly honoured me with their commission, 
which is to assure you of their cordial affection and their deep interest in your 
welfare. (Loud cheers.) We come, Mr. Chairman, at a period that is some- 
what peculiar. (Hear, hear.) Allow me to say that we participate, most 
strongly and cordially participate, in the language with which you, as the Chair- 
man of this meeting, were pleased to address us as you stretched forth your hand 
and gave it to us as the hand of fellowship. (Cheers.) (There was one sentiment, 
Sir, which fell from your lips that caused a peculiar vibration in my heart, and | 
doubt not produced the same vibration in the still more susceptible heart of my 
worthy colleague ; and, Sir, when it shall be borne with the breath of prayer, 
when the tidings of it shall be carried to America, it will strike on 10,000 hearts 
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with an electrical power and call forth a holy response. I refer, Sir, to the fecl- 
ings to which you have given utterance in reference to war (Cheers.) When my 
worthy colleague left the shores of America, the dark cloud had not gathered in 
our horizon, and filled the heavens with its portentous aspect; it was just when 
myself was about to leave that the indications became alarming. Our feeling, 
however, in reference to the matter was, that nothing ought to obstruct the inter- 
change of brotherly kindness with the brethren in England. (Hear, hear.) Iam 
sure the feeling was but one—‘ Go, brother, if they take you and hold you as 
an hostage of war, be to the brethren of the Congregational Union the hostage 
of peace. (Great cheering.) Go, brother, tell them that if political men will 
plunge these mighty nations into bloody conflict, the brethren that serve at the 
altar of Jesus Christ will have nothing to do with it. (Continued cheering.) Go, 
brother, and be as the messenger of peace to the brethren.” (Cheers.) Wecome 
then, Sir, to assure you that these are the sentiments which thrill in the breasts of 
a large body in America, and I am sure they are sentiments which equally thrillin 
the heart of many a British Christian. (Hear and cheers.) We come, also, Mr. 
Chairman, as the pledge of affection, recognizing distinctly and openly the great 
principles that lie at the foundation of your Union; the great principles of 
evangelical truth—the great principles ‘of personal and devoted piety, and let me 
add, recognizing also that great principle, the voluntary principle, as important 
and essential. (Cheers.) We recognize, I repeat, the voluntary principle, and 
we rejoice to see you meeting together on the principle that the gospel of Jesus 
Christ is a free gospel—that it has power given to it by the great Head of the 
ehurch to sustain and perpetuate itself without the array of civil power, and that 
in all the benevolent movements which have for their object the salvation of the 
world, the work is best done, when it is done by the voluntary tribute of the 
heart, (loud cheers)— coerced only by the constraining power of love ; that when 
the last song of triumph shall be heard in heaven over this world’s redemption, 
and it shall he asked what was the mighty power which led to all this self-de- 
votedness, one and all shall say, “‘ The love of Christ constrained us.” (Great 
cheering.) We come, Sir, to ask of you another favour. You were kind 
enough six years ago to send us two of your brethren, and I have no fear of con- 
tradiction, Sir, when I say they will acknowledge that as brethren they were re- 
ceived. (Cheers.) We rejoiced when they came; we threw our bosoms wide 
open, we gave them our hearts, and if we had had a thousand more hearts we 
would have given them; (bursts of applause,) because they came from the 
brethren that we loved, because those brethren loved Jesus Christ. We come 
then, I say, brethren, to ask another favour, and that is, that you will send us 
some more. (Laughter.) We are not tired of seeing your delegates. (Hear, hear.) 
Let us here say that had the letter which your Committee were kind enough to 
write (alluding to the letter addressed to the General Assembly last year) not 
strangely fallen into the hands of another body—had it come to the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian church—I can assure you that you would 
then have received just what you have got—not an answer in writing, but you 
would have had ourselves. (Cheers.) We would not have trusted a letter to 
cross the ocean ; by some electrical affinity we should have got across the ovean. 
We knew there was no fault on your side. (Hear, hear.) But after this we said, 
we will send to our brethren by the mouth of two or three witnesses to tell them 
how much we love them. We love you, brethren, so much as to be willing to 
come thus far to tell you of our love. (Cheers.) And now we want to know 
whether you will go as fur to tell us the same; for it will be hard work if the love 
is all on one side. (Laughter and cheers.) I must say in allusion to the report 
of the Committee, that it seemed to me, whilst listening to that report, that they 
wished to avoid this subject - that they were afraid to touch upon it. 1 was sorry 
to observe that the matter seemed to be left entirely to the meeting. Now I have 
only to ask, Mr. Chairman, that you will be so kind as to send us at least two 
more delegates ; or if you would send us a dozen, or half a dozen, it will not be 
too many— there would not then be such a scrambling after them. ( Laughter.) 
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At any rate send us two mote ; this will look a little like apostolic times, 
for the blessed Saviour sent his disciples two by two. (Hear, hear.) And then 
we come to ask another thing ; we desire that there should be a very much closer 
acquaintance between us. (Hear.) Hitherto the acquaintance has been exceed- 
ingly pleasant, but then it has been a little distant. (Laughter.) It has been very 
respectful, but we want to have it a little closer ; and since God in his kind 
providence has been pleased to bring the two countries, as it were, a good deal 
nearer to each other, I see no reason why our intimacy is not to be increased. 
Why, Sir, God has put it into the hearts of some of your capitalists to establish 
steam navigation between this country and New York—this has brought us 
nearer together. And I will tell you another thing, leading British capitalists 
are sending their money over the water, because, they find there many valuable 
investments and good openings for commerce. What will be the consequence of 
this? Why the consequence will be, that British subjects will come over to 
America to look after British money, and you will find that that tide of emigra- 
tion, which for many years has been set westward will set in a deeper, broader, 
bolder, and stronger current, until you will find that your sympathies are drawn, 
at least, to a great extent, across the Atlantic. (Hear.) It will act in your case 
very much as it does in America. There is, we will suppose, a family in Ame- 
rica consisting of eight or ten persons; one says I will go and settle in Illinois, 
one of the Western States. Why the very fact of one of that family going there to 
settle, begets such an interest in the minds of the father and mother, that they 
are glad to speak to any one who comes from there, or who has ever been there, 
and almost any one who has ever heard of Illinois And one says, ** Why, 
I'll goto Illinois ;” and a second says, * And I'll go,” and then the third and the 
fourth, and the fifth, until all the children have gone; and then the old people 
say, “ We'll just go and see Joseph or John before we die,” and thus they all 
go to Illinois. Why, I have noticed that there is that sort of feeling in 
operation here, as though there were a tide of sympathy setting that way. 
Now, I say, we want a much closer acquaintance. (Hear, hear.) We don’t 
want you to feel when you land on the shore of New York that you are strangers 
in the land, we want you to feel that in coming to us you are coming home, or 
next door to home. (Laughter and cheering.) There is one thing in this subject 
which I am particularly desirous of mentioning. It is in reference to the emi- 
gration of ministers. What we want is this—that when these ministers come 
over they shall bear with them such testimonials that there shall not be the slight- 
est shadow of doubt in our minds, that these are brethren to be taken by the 
hand, to be received with our hearts, and to be made one with us in the great 
work of redeeming mercy. (Cheers.) 1 say this, Mr. Chairman, with great 
frankness and freedom, because some of our brethren, at least, know that all who 
have ventured on their own account to seek their fortunes in the new world have 
not been the best sample of English dissenting clergy. (Hear, hear, hear.) 
Some that have come have been noble minded men, but others were men that 
could not do here, and this perhaps was the very reason why they left you. 
Now such men we do not want. (Hear) We ask, that when ministers emi- 
grate, we may know that they bear testimonials that cannot be obtained by wor- 
rying men to get them ; (hear, hear)—that when they have signatures attached 
to them, those signatures may be relied upon as meaning just what they seem to 
mean. Send us such men, and I am bold to say, with my brother delegate, we 
will take them by the hand, receive them with our hearts, and there is no good 
thing in America which we shall not be willing to share with them. To such men 
we shall at all times say, ‘‘ If you come asking us for Christ’s sake, for Christ’s 
sake be ye welcome.” There are one or two other things which I have to state 
to this meeting before I conclude. First in reference to the day set apart by us 
as aday of prayer for the conversion of the world. The first Monday in the 
New Year, which is thus consecrated, is a day of deeply increasing interest. The 
resolutions of the General Assembly on that subject are as follow :— 
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“¢ Resolved— 

“1. That it be earnestly recommended to all the churches under the care of 
the General Assembly, to observe, in connection with other denominations of 
Christians, the first Monday in January next, as a day of humiliation and prayer 
for the revival of vital and practical religion throughout Christendom, and for 
the conversion of the world. 

“2. That each minister within our bounds be requested, on the Sabbath 
previous, to preach on some subject having a direct reference to the conversion 
of the world. 

“¢3, That all evangelical denominations of Christians throughout the world 
be invited to unite with us in this concert. 

“ Sami. Frsuer, Moderator, 
** G. Mason, Stated Clerk.” 


On another occasion, Sir, it might be proper to state facts that are connected 
with this solemn service ; but I shall now only say, that it has been a day marked 
by the wonder-working of God’s power, and I hope that when we next celebrate 
it in America, we shall feel that the hearts of all this body and of many others in 
England, are united in praying with us, “ Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven.” I may here observe, but will not trespass 
further on that subject, that the last has been to us a year pre-eminent for 
revivals. (Cheers.) I must, Sir, unexpectedly make a remark—I consider 
myself under the protection of the British laws, and of course must for the 
time being be obedient. My brother suggests that I had better mention a 
matter in reference to which I had some individual conversation with him, 
and that is the importance of our having the very best man in England. (Hear, 
hear.) Now, Sir, whoever has got the modesty to say that he is the best 
—(laughter) the very best man in England in your denomination we want 
you to send him to New York. For what, Sir? To take up his abode there. 
(Hear, hear.) We want you to say to him, “ Brother, there are many thousand 
Englishmen that go to New York, and many thousand more that will go, 
who are there as sheep without a shepherd. Go there and be a pastor to 

our countrymen.” Why do we ask this? Are there not churches in New 
ork? Yes, Sir; and yet it is a fact that many who land on our shores attend 
no place of worship, as though they had cut the last link of religious sympathy 
when they discharged the pilot from the vessel in which they arrived. (Hear, 
hear.) When they enter New York, they feel themselves as strangers—there is 
no man who has any particular interest in them, and they do not find their way, 
generally speaking, into our churches. They wander, perhaps, for a few weeks, 
from church to church, until they find some individual who will ask them to 
take a ride or a steam-boat excursion on the Sabbath, and after this they seem to 
a attention whatever to religion. And thus are there thousands neglected 
use there is not some wise man—some man of attractive talent and warm 
heart and noble daring to welcome them, to take them by the hand and to 
invite them to the house of God. Why, Sir, my conviction is deep and strong, 
that if you were to select such a man as I have mentioned, and send him to New 
York, in two or three years he would have a large church built, and a large 
congregation attending his ministry. An English minister, Sir, could do what 
we cannot (Hear.) I find there is an intonation in an Englishman’s voice which 
my tongue cannot get. (Laughter.) His ministrations would sound to the ears of 
your countrymen something like an old song. In conclusion let me state that 
God has poured out his Spirit upon us in a most remarkable manner during 
the last year. (Cheers.) Sabbath-schools and Bible classes have been exceed- 
ingly blessed ; and I take the liberty just to mention, that our maternal associa- 
tions seem to be greatly on the increase, and as awakening an interest in parents 
for the salvation of their children, are daily becoming more highly appreciated 
amongst us. I am glad to take this public opportunity of bearing my testimony 
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in favour of maternal associations : mothers in these associations meet together to 

y for the salvation of their children, and many a mother on returning from 
these meetings vows to devote her son, as Hannah of old did, to the service of 
God and the work of the ministry, if God will only, in the sovereignty of his 
love, make him a child of grace. Thus he is pledged to the work from his 
infancy, and there are many already in the ministry who can trace back their 
consecration to God to these maternal associations. (Cheers.) With these views 
and sentiments I have great pleasure in presenting you, Mr. Chairman, with 
copies of the minutes of the General Assembly. 

The Chairman.—Living as I do at Liverpool, I regard my friend, the Rev. 
Dr. Patton as my next door neighbour. (Hear, hear.) There is only a step 
from the quay of Liverpool to that of New York. And I now regard Dr. 
Beman just as I should a fellow-labourer in the next county—(Hear)—and I 
am sure that this feeling will be diffused through the assembly by the address 
that he is about to deliver to us. (Cheers.) 

The Rev. Nathan S. S. Beman, D.D., Troy, State of New York, then ad- 
dressed the meeting as follows :—My object, Mr. Chairman, is rather to express 
my feelings than to make a speech. (Hear, hear.) I wish I could tell you, 
Sir, and this assembly, how sincerely I reciprocate the congratulations offered to 
us as Americans this morning. There is no soil on the face of the earth 
that I have desired to set foot upon so much as the soil of England, and there 
is no public assembly at which I have so ardently desired to be present as a 
religious meeting in Exeter Hall—(Cheers)—and there is no convention of 
brethren, Sir, which I have desired to meet with such a longing of anxiety as 
this in which I am now assembled. I have been once before appointed to 
represent the General Assembly of the Presbyterian church of the United States 
tothis body ; but divine Providence prevented my attendance. I rejoice that 
lam now permitted to doso. Why, Sir, should I not desire to visit England ? 
It is the land of my forefathers—( Hear, hear)—and what little I have of intel- 
lectual light or literary refinement and taste, I have derived all from this country ; 
and though entirely unknown probably among yourselves, I have known many 
of you by your hooks for many years. (Cheers.) I rejoice then this morning 
tosee you in this happy state of union And, Sir, will you permit me to ask 
why, when we are your next door neighbours, you have not called upon us? 
(Cheers.) I hope a word to the wise will be sufficient on this subject, Sir, 
and that we shall soon have the pleasure to see you at our habitations. One 
single remark, Sir—I suppose it may be known to yourself and many in this 
assembly that I am labouring somewhat under bodily infirmity, and I shall not, 
therefore, attempt much by way of address ; but a single remark, Sir, I would 
make in relation to the unity of feeling that ought to pervade every English 
bosom and every American—a feeling of desire for continued harmony between 
these two nations. (Hear, hear.) I have always felt the necessity of this union. 
1 was in the ministry when preparations were making for the last war, and as 
one of a thousand on that subject, [ lifted up my voice in the pulpit against it, 
saying in the language of Abraham’s expostulation with Lot, “ Let there be 
no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between my herdmen and thy 
herdmen, for we be brethren.” (Loud cheers.) This fraternal feeling has 
increased as years have multiplied upon me; and I trust that one of the effects 
of this interchange of missions across the Atlantic, which is now become, as it 
were, a narrow stream, will be to make the governments of the two coun- 
tries feel that through the moral power of Christianity we cannot fight one 
another,—that a small plot of territory, hardly large enough to bury the slain 
upon, is not worth the blood, the tears and the wretchedness which must 
always follow in the train of war, (Great cheers.) I say, Sir, these nations 
cannot fight against each other. Indeed if they were to do so, as I am 
here in England, it is quite as likely that I should fight on the one side as 
on the other. Let us then say to the world, and let heaven and earth hear it, 
“England and America against the world,” or rather, Sir, “ England and 
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America for the world,” for the purpose of enlightening, purifying, and 
saving the world. (Cheers.) Without any feeling of arrogance, I think when 
we look around upon our respective nations, we shall feel that in compirison 
with the rest of the earth, we have to bear a burden in the world’s salvation 
which no other nation is capable of bearing in the present state of things, 
(Hear.) One word, Sir, in relation to the peculiar objects of our mission, 
My brother has anticipated all that I might have said on this subject if I had 
stood alone. We are the representatives of the Presbyterian church of the 
United States of America. Your excellent committee, Sir, were a little behind. 
hand in drawing up the resolution on this subject. But perhaps I ought to 
say, that, to their great credit, it came before this meeting in a much better 
form than that in which it first appeared. Still a third edition might have 
been still better. (Laughter.) I have a newspaper here, Sir, which tells 
us that the point is already settled. After a long agitation of the question 
it has been determined that we are ¢he Presbyterian church. (Hear.) But, 
though Presbyterians, we rejoice to stand amongst congregational brethren, 
(Cheers.) Wehold so many principles in common with you, that our distine- 
tion is, in fact, merely a nominal distinction. We hold the voluntary principle 
as strongly as you—that principle which has been so ably maintained at Free- 
mason’s Hall. (Cheers.) I heard two of those lectures, and I was ready to 
say at the time, “If these principles cannot find countenance in England, 
send them to America—we are ripe for them.” (Cheers.) I remember 
seeing in one of your papers a report of a speech delivered by the Bishop of 
Vermont, who is now in England, stating in effect that the voluntary principle 
had proved an entire failure in America,—that the people were disgusted with 
it, and that they now wanted an establishment. Now, Sir, I will take it upon 
myself boldly to contradict that statement. So far from the voluntary principle 
being a failure, we are more and more in love with that principle every day, 
I know of no person except the Bishop of Vermont himself, who desires to see 
an establishment; and, Sir, will you permit me to say that he is not an American, 
but an Irishman. I have just been informed that he denies that that is his speech. 
Iam glad hedoes. The report is not then a correct one. (EHear.) Another thing 
which I have to mention is this: You know there is another body in America 
claiming to be the Presbyterian assembly. (Hear, hear.) We are what they call 
congregational Presbyterians. My colleague and myself represent a body of 
Presbyterians who have always been in connexion with the Congregationalists. 
I went into the Presbyterian church, merely from the circumstance that I had 
removed to a patt which was considered Presbyterian ground, and thus 
naturally went from one side to another. We have in our country, you 
know, little shades of distinction no less than yourselves. We have Whigs 
and Tories in politics—high church and low church. (The Rev. Doctor here 
entered into many particulars respecting the dispute in question, after which he 
said)— Probably you have not forgotten the time when the Rev. Mr. Brecken- 
ridge paid a visit to this body, or his journey to Scotland, or his controversy 
before my revered friend, Dr. Wardlaw. Now, Sir, I was his colleague, but if [ 
had stood on that platform on that occasion I should have taken part with Mr. 
George Thompson. (Loud cheers) Strange as it may seem it is truae—I should 
have cried ‘* Amen,” with all my heart, to the decision of Dr. Wardlaw, on that 
question, as chairman of the meeting. (Cheers.) And my colleague, Dr. Patton, 
I believe, would have done the same. I believe he is a thoroughly converted abo- 
litionist, though he has not made a profession yet. (Laughter and cheers.) Now, 
Sir, what men and what countries have given liberty to that small portion of the 
world that enjoys liberty? England has done it, and the dissenters of England 
have not only had a hand in it, but they have been standard-bearers on all occa- 
sions. (Hear.) I need not add, after what has been already said, that we are the 
avowed and I hope the practical friends of revivals. (Hear, bear.) I shall not 
say much on this subject. [know some errors have obtained in this country on 
the subject to which I allude. I would say with great simplicity and affection, 





1839. at Home and Abroad. 393 


that there are some errors in the Congregational Magazine, for March, which I 
should have rejoiced to correct, were this the fitting opportunity. I have no 
doubt there have been some evils attending revivals, but these evils are by no 
means so extensive as they are sometimes represented in England. Though the 
writer of that article, no doubt, wrote in accordance with his own honest con- 
victions, I do not believe that he was sufficiently instructed upon the matter. 
You will pardon these remarks; but much of the good which I have seen 
effected, is the result of American revivals. (Hear.) If my own mind was 
ever brought seriously to consider the matter of salvation, it was in a revival 
which embraced more than half the students in four classes in the college of 
which | was a member. (Cheers.) Since then I have seen ten powerful 
revivals of religion, and 1 am fully convinced that the errors which are 
commonly charged on revival men do not exist to any extent among our- 
selves. (Cheers.) Our Presbyterian church is largely and successfully 
engaged in the promotion of foreign missions. We are doing more for home 
missions, but we are especially active on behalf of foreign missions. I have 
been many years a member of the board of Foreign Missions. I attended the 
last annual meeting, and notwithstanding the pecuniary embarrassments of our 
country, there was but one heart and one voice atthe meeting, which said, “ We 
must do more for the salvation of the world —we must persevere with our volun- 
tary societies, till the world shall kneel at the Saviour’s feet.”” (Loud cheering.) 

The Chairman, (seeing many persons about to leave the room,) said—I am 
sure, gentlemen, you will not depart when I announce the name of the Rev. 
Dr. Wardlaw, who will now address the meeting. 

The Rev. Dr. Wardlaw, of Glasgow, Delegate from the Congregational 
Union of Scotland, then addressed the meeting.—We- have listened to our 
reverend and beloved brethren, coming to us as they do from the other 
side of the Atlantic. Our friends have spoken of war, and the language in 
which they have deprecated hostilities between this country and America, 
has, Iam sure, been responded to from the bottom of every heart in this 
assembly. (Hear, hear.) I might speak, Sir, of a time when there was war 
amongst ourselves, between Scotland and England, (Hear.) I remember 
that even when [ was a boy, we had a game amongst us called Scotch and 
English, in which we drew a line of demarcation and contended for the 
respective borders. That time, however, is now long passed; we are united 
nationally, and we are united spiritually; we are one in Jesus Christ, who 
connects us together. And not only so, but we have a Congregational Union. 
(Hear, hear.) Thus we have three unions, forming a three-fold cord, which cannot 
be broken. (Cheers.) I am sorry to begin, Sir, in the way of complaint, but 
I received a letter the other day from the Secretary of the Scottish Union, com- 
Plaining, rather bitterly, that the English and Welsh Congregational Union have 
disappointed them of their delegate. There was a delegate appointed, and [ 
greatly regret that he has not yet found his way to Scotland. It is matter of 
Tegret, if it be not matter of complaint. When we last had a visit from your 
delegate, Mr. Wells, I heard from all quarters of the delightful effect which that 
visit had produced, and I have no doubt that the same delight and benefit 
would have been the result, had my esteemed friend, Mr. Blackburn, found his 
way into Scotland. (Hear.) Dr. Wardlaw here read several extracts from 
aletter, which he had recently received from Mr. Watson, in reference to the 
Scottish Congregational Union. 
_ The operations of the Scottish Congregational Union are thus very deeply 
interesting, as forming a kind of home missionary society. There is a reference, 
Mr. Chairman, to this subject, in your own report. (Hear.) I shall rejoice, 
from the experience I have had of the results of the system, if the itinerant 
labours thus carried on in Scotland, should be practicable on a similar plan in 
England. I am quite sure it would be found eminently useful in exciting the 
attention of multitudes who are perishing for lack of knowledge. It will be 
Well for us to remember, that though all souls are alike precious, and wherever 
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men -are found on the face of the earth, there we should endeavour to spread 
the gospel, yet there are certain considerations which render it still more 
imperative upon us to seek the salvation of our own countrymen, than even the 
salvation of the heathen; and one of these considerations obviously is, that 
wherever there exists a large amount of privilege, accessible privilege, there 
there exists a large amount of responsibility, and consequently, that in saving 
our fellow-countrymen from perdition, we are instrumental in saving souls from 
a deeper perdition than that of the heathen, who have no means of knowing 
that blessed gospel which we possess. (Hear, hear.) Therefore we have a still 
stronger motive than even that of patriotism, to induce us to provide means 
for the salvation of our own countrymen. (Cheers.) I have been delighted, 
Sir, to meet you on this most interesting occasion. But there is one thing 
which has struck me in reference to our present meeting that I cannot refrain 
from mentioning. We meet here as a select body, chiefly as ministers and 
pastors of christian churches. But why have we not a meeting in Exeter Hall? 
(Hear, hear.) I am persuaded, if you want to have the hearts of the churches 
with you, this would be of immense service. (Hear.) I do not know what 
there is to prevent it. There may be reasons satisfactory, and if I knew them, 
perhaps I might acquiesce in their propriety ; but I speak now from my own 
experience and observation : I say, with regard to our meetings in Scotland, we 
can never find a place large enough to hold all who assemble; so deep is the 
interest and so animated are the proceedings. (Cheers.) I do not say that 
you should not continue to hold a meeting like this preliminary to the pub- 
lic meeting; for there may be many things brought before a meeting like 
the present, which it would not be proper or expedient to introduce at a public 
meeting. Let such things, therefore, be discussed here; but let there be also 


a public meeting, and let those be invited who will be likely to sustain by their 


liberality the extended efforts which may result from such a meeting. (Hear, 
hear.) Allow me, before I sit down, to advert for a moment to what has 
already been noticed by several speakers, namely, the present state of christian 
society. Unquestionably, to every Christian who feels as he ought to feel, the 
prospect presented cannot but be extremely painful. (Hear.) While we 
lament, however, the disruption of those bonds which have attached us to our 
brethren, I mean those of our christian fellow-servants who are connected 
with the established churches of our land, many of whom are the excellent of 
the earth, many of whom I revere and love as fellow-servants of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, some of whom are still disposed to be equally cordial with 
myself; (and, for my own part, I can say, that I have not the most distant 
feeling of alienation from a single minister or layman connected with the 
established church; quite the reverse) — yet still, whilst we lament that the 
cordiality has been interrupted, we dare not wish that undone that has been 
done. (Hear, hear.) There are some things that console me under this 
painful position. The one is, that the very circumstance of our being severed 
to so great an extent from our revered and esteemed brethren, has had the 
effect of drawing us closer and closer to each other. (Cheers.) I believe that 
the bond of union is now felt to be more powerful, and tender, and effectual, 
than ever it has been before amongst Congregational dissenters. (Hear.) 1 
may appeal to my friend behind me for the truth of my statement, when I say 
that the Presbyterian dissenters in Scotland are going hand in hand in the 
great work of evangelizing the world. But I look forward to a period when 
this felt union will become universal ; how long it will be before such a union Is 
realized, it is impossible to predict. At the same time, I am one of those who 
think that peace must be very worthless and not at all to be desired, unless it is 
a peace that is based upon truth. (Hear.) When truth comes to be circulated 
and embraced, as we trust it will be by and by universally, truth, regarding not 
merely the great principles of the gospel, but also those great principles for 
which we contend, the spirituality and independency of the kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ, when truth thus understood comes to be universally 
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adopted, then there will be an extended union of heart, then may we expect 
co-operation amongst fellow Christians of all denominations. God grant thata 
union may be thus established speedily ; and he does sometimes bring his 
arposes to pass in a manner little expected by us. (Hear.) I confess I have 
very little confidence in the great men of this world. T look higher, (cheers) 
to him that sitteth above, who hath all power committed to his hand. If we 
knew all, there would be no room for trust or confidence, and therefore we are 
kept in ignorance of the future. But if we put our trust in the principles of 
his word, let us rest assured that he will cause them to have prevalence through- 
out the whole church. Now, Sir, I think I may venture to say, that we have 
arrived at a crisis when there ought to be and can be no neutrality ; when every 
christian man and every christian minister is called upon to act his part, in the 
spirit of the gospel, in seeking the great end, which I believe to be the end we 
are all engaged in seeking, the disseverance of the church of God from its secular 
alliances. (Cheers.) I am persuaded that God, in his providence, has given 
us this work to do, and that we ought to do it with all our heart and all our 
might, while, at the same time, we do it in the spirit of that religion which is 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. Allow me to say, in 
conclusion, that I cannot but feel very thankful to this meeting, to my fellow- 
Christians and fellow-servants in Christ, for the kind manner in which I have 
been called upon to make the effort in defence of our common principles. 
(Loud cheers.) I am quite well aware that another had been requested to 
perform that task ; another, with powers nobly fitted for the discharge of such 
a trust, powers which were greatly elevated and expanded even here, and 
which have now received their full purification, and loftiest elevation, and 
greatest expansion in the world to which he is gone. I know, Mr. Chairman, 
that the late Dr. M‘AIl was requested to take that charge upon himself, and L 
should think far too highly of myself if I were not willing to stand second to 
that extraordinary man. (Cheers.) When the proposal was made to me, I 
felt that I should be a recreant from the cause, if I were to shrink under such 
circumstances ; and though I had many misgivings, yet my mind has been 
greatly comforted from the manner in which my brethren in Christ have re- 
ceived the effort which I have been enabled to make. (Great cheering.) 

The Chairman then said—I have now the pleasure of introducing to the 
meeting the Kev. David Rees, of Llanelly. If, as we have been told, there is a 
peculiar intonation in the English, I know there is in the Welch. That gen- 
tleman is the Delegate from the Congregational Union of Wales. 

The Rev. David Rees.—It was ordained by God that men should reside in , 
different localities ; but however distant they may be in point of place, and how- 
ever they may differ in point of language, in gifts, and circumstances, and 
stations, and many other points, our God is the same, the statute book of our 
religion is the same, our head of influence and support is the same, Christ is the 
Lord of us all, (Cheers.) It is our privilege and our duty to associate, and 
we shall find by association that union is strength. I therefore stand here dele- 
gated from the brethren in Wales, to signify that they are ready to consent to 
every measure and to cherish every feeling which may have for its object a more 
extensive diffusion of christian knowledge, and the support of religion among 
men according to our own views of its doctrines, its forms, and its ordinances; 
and I can assure you, Sir, that we feel exceedingly proud that we are included 
in this Union, (Hear.) I recollect a circumstance that happened when this 
Union was formed, which I will mention to the meeting. A letter came from 
your Secretary to one of our meetings in Wales ; and when that letter had been 
read, an esteemed brother, now no more, stood up and said, “* what shall we be 
benefited by being united to our English brethren?” Another immediately rose 
up and said, ¢ much—much in every way ; for they are rich; they are at the very 
centre and heart of the kingdom, and we are in its extremities— much in every 
Way ; let us be united to them.’ (Cheers and laughter.) It is customary, Mr. 
Chairman, amongst us in Wales, when there is any person more important than 
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the rest, on account of wealth or station, that a kind of feudal respect should 
be paid to such an one by all those who surround him. He is styled their 
“uncle.” (Laughter.) Thus we have many rich uncles in Wales, but very 
few poor ones. (Hear, hear.) And we are —- anxious to prove some 
consanguinity with the English brethren; for we have many times, ere now, 
approached their table, and received some crumbs. We have appealed, in many 
cases, to English liberality, and have very seldom had to appeal in vain, 
Being a Welchman, Sir, and having been deputed from Welchmen, I shall be 
pardoned for speaking of my native country, and for considering it, in many 
respects, the most beautiful country in the world. Its craggy rocks, its 
towering mountains, and its fruitful vallies, and its winding and sweeping rivers, 
all these are, perhaps, unparalleled. But still I do not love Wales on this 
account alone—I love Wales on account of its eminently religious character, 
(Hear, hear.) In no country in the world do religious feelings pervade so 
generally ; in no country on the earth, I think I may say, does religion govern 
public opinion to the same extent. In other countries we find that the prin- 
ciples of religion are most prevalent in densely populated cities and towns; the 
principles of religion are p best understood ; but in Wales the most thinly 
inhabited districts are the most learned in those things which pertain to eternal 
peace. Some of us, Sir, who are not sanguine, when we look forward and view 
the things that have not been done, suppose that we are moving very slowly; 
but when we look back and see what has been done, we are ready to say, 
“* Lord, thou hast done great things for us, whereof we are glad.” Only 250 
years have elapsed since the Bible was first printed in our language. Previous 
to that, superstition and priestcraft were rampant in the land. People then 
believed every thing that was told them; they regarded all things that were 
established as though they were descended from Jupiter. (Laughter and cheers.) 
They believed every thing that was told them, as if it was impossible it could be 
any thing but truth. They valued a surplice clergyman in their neighbourhood 
as much as twelve men. Then our nation was in a very dark and poor state; 
but the Bible was translated, and what isthe result? One hundred and seventy 
years ago there were only forty dissenting congregations throughout the whole 
of Wales, including Baptists, Quakers, and Independents. These men were 
exceedingly poor ; they were despised by the great men of the world ; they were 
of no parentage, of no wealth ; they were despicable in the eyes of the king, and 
despicable in the eyes of those by whom he was surrounded ; they were per- 
secuted, they were imprisoned, they were martyred, but still they grew amidst 
the ravages of the storm, and increased in importance. (Cheers.) About 120 
years ago an academy was formed; another followed; one was supported by 
the liberality of the Presbyterians, the other was supported by the liberality of 
our own rich uncles, the English Congregationalists. The one last alluded to 
has become extinct, but I am happy to say that it died Pheenix-like, for out of 
its ashes has grown a college. (Cheers.) Six or seven hundred pounds has been 
collected towards the college house. The spirit of enquiry which has been 
excited in Wales has called into existence twelve periodical publications, four 
of which are circulated very widely and extensively among the Congregational 
Body in Wales. And now, after all that has been done, my countrymen begin 
to feel that they are men ; (cheers) that they are accountable to God alone for 
the manner in which they perform their religious exercises ; and there are many 
who have come forward ‘and suffered the confiscation of their goods, and the 
imprisonment of their bodies in defence of those principles. (Great cheering.) 
The small band of about twenty Congregational Churches, I think there could 
not have been more, for the forty I have named included Baptists, Quakers, 
and Independents; this small band has grown into the noble phalanx of five 
hundred Congregational Churches in North and South Wales, and in these 
churches there are upwards of forty thousand communicants, sworn soldiers ot 
the Prince of Peace, besides forty thousand Sabbath School children. (Con- 
tinued cheering.) So we are going on: I think we are growing a little in piety, 
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alittle in intelligence, and a little in public spirit. (Hear, hear.) But there is 
one thing of which I wish to remind you before I conclude. You seem to be 
very neighbourly with our friends in America. (Laughter.) We shall have 
no objection to your being neighbourly with us also. There are not so many 
difficulties in our case as there are in theirs. There is no ocean to separate us, 
and we hope, therefore to see some of you amongst us. I also must refer, before 
Isit down, to the lamentable fact, that there are now only about four towns in 
Wales, where the gospel is preached in the English language. Our esteemed 
brother from America has told us that there are many persons going out to 
New York from this country. Permit me to say that there are many persons 
who, after accumulating riches in England, come to Wales to spend them. 
They settle in the different towns ; they have nowhere to go to. They must be 
either Churchmen or Wesleyans; there is no other alternative whatever. 
(Hear, hear.) Now I wish, Sir, to know what is to be done in this matter? 
We trust to you to provide some remedy for this, and with this remark I leave 
the subject in your hands, 

The Rev. John Blackburn said, before he announced the mover of the next reso- 
lution he wished to call upon their esteemed brother, the Rev. D. King, of Glas- 
gow, who was present with them. For although Mr. King was not delegated 
from the United Secession church to appear amongst them to-day, yet, as they cor- 
responded with that church, he thought that they ought not to allow an honoured 
member of it to be present without requesting him briefly to address the meet- 
ing. (Cheers. ) 

The Rev. David King felt taken completely by surprise when called upon to 
address the meeting, however shortly. He did not feel surprised at the kindness 
which he had received, because he had been accustomed to receive so much from 
the Congregational brethren in Scotland. (Hear.) The disadvantage under 
which he laboured was that he did not appear there as a delegate from his own 
church ; but he was sure whatever hazards he might run in addressing the meet- 
ing without any sort of preparation, he was in no danger of overstating the 
intensity of that friendly regard which was entertained by the Secession churches 
of Scotland for the Congregational churches, whose representatives he had then 
the honour and the pleasure of addressing. He was sure the delegates sent to 
them by this Union had been most joyously received. Though there were some 
differences of opinion existing between them, he could say, without presumption, 
that as regarded the causes generally of christian benevolence, there were none, 
even of their own ministers, with whom he could mingle with greater cordiality 
and agreement than with Dr. Wardlaw, whom that meeting so justly desired to 
honour. (Loud cheers.) If they were agreed in all points, what credit would 
there be in co-operation? (Hear, hear.) Let, then, the differences which sub- 
sisted between them only attest the ascendant power of christian principle, in 
which they were confessedly at one. (Hear.) Let them unite in diffusing the 
essential truths of the gospel. (Cheers.) Let them seek to purify the church of 
Christ from every pollution and to shield it from every oppression, until all dis- 
tinctions were done away, and then, even in this world, they would enjoy the 
consciousness of union, and in another and a better world, they would be for 
ever with each other and for ever with the Lord. (Cheers. ) 

The Rev. J. Angell James, of Birmingham, on rising to address the meeting, 
spoke as follows :—You have exercised a great many virtues this morning—may I 
ask that you will now exercise that which scripture calls the virtue of patience. I 
nise, Sir, to propose a resolution which needs nothing to enforce, nothing to explain, 
and nothing to recommend it. It illustrates, supports, and recommends itself. 

IV. * That this Assembly has welcomed with delight and affection their 
honoured brethren, the Rev. Drs. Beman and Patton, delegates to this Union 
from the General Assembly of the Presbyterian church of America; and has re- 
ceived with deep interest their statements of the state and progress of the great 
cause of truth among the American churches. This assembly rejoices thus to 
hold christian communion with distant bodies of believers, and to recognize the 
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uniting force of common principles, affections, and hopes ; and requests these 
reverend and honoured brethren to bear back to the churches they represent, the 
most affectionate salutations of this assembly. With the same feelings of affec. 
tion, interest, and pleasure, this assembly has hailed the presence of their beloved 
brethren the Rev. Dr. Wardlaw, delegate from the Congregational Union of 
Scotland ; and of the Rev. David Rees, of Llanelly, representative in this assem- 
bly of the Welch branch of this Union, and sends by those brethren to their 
respective constituencies, the same assurance of affection and esteem, and of fer- 
vent prayer for their highest prosperity.” —I am, Sir, in a state of health, and 
shattered nerves which render me more than ordinarily imcompetent for doing 
justice to this resolution ; and in fact, Sir, you have no time for such an act of 
justice. I cannot, however, but for one or two moments refer to the gentlemen 
whose presence amongst us this morning forms the subject of this resolution. We 
have received our brethren from America, and I am sure I speak their own con- 
viction when I add, we have received them with all the affection and esteem, and 
confidence which the resolution expresses. In what character have we receivedthem? 
In that which they themselves have brought with them—delegates from the General 
Assembly ofthe Presbyterian church of America,~- Congregational Presbyterians 
or Presbyterian Congregationalists, which ever they please to adopt; and since, dear 
brethren, Presbyterianism and Congregationalism seem in America to be rather 
a matter of geography than anything else, I cannot help hoping that the line 
of demarcation will go down from New England further and further south, till 
the whole territory will be included in Congregationalism. (Cheers and laughter.) 
In fact, I do not quite despair that when we next see them we shall have to 
receive them, not with a different kind of affection, but still as Congregationalists 
without the Presbyterian adjective. (Cheers.) I am sure they will do us the justice 
to believe that every thing which we could feel for them we do feel. To one of those 
gentlemen, I owe more than I owe to any man living as to spiritual obligations, 
next to my esteemed friend Dr. Bennett, who introduced me into the ministry. 
I dare say we all feel at times, in the course of our ministry, a sense of lukewarm- 
ness. At such a time with myself, Dr. Patton, thirteen years ago, arrived in this 
country ; and from the intercourse | held with him, this heart received a new 
impetus in its feeling of attachment to the cause of Christ and immortal souls, 
which [ trust I had not then entirely lost, but which I hope from that moment, 
never to be forgotten, it has felt afresh; and I feel happy in thus publicly ex- 
pressing before my brethren what I owe to that individual. (Cheers.) It will be 
no small part of the pleasure of Dr. Beman and his colleague, during their stay 
in this country, to see that the subject of revivals begins to prevail here. (Hear.) 
I do hope that accounts will follow them to America, that the flame is spreading 
wider and wider in this country. (Cheers.) There are many brethren present, 
from the country as well as residing in the metropolis, who can testify by ex- 
perience, that God is pouring out his Spirit upon our churches ; and brethren, 
I do feel as if God, amidst the calumnies and misrepresentations which have 
been so widely circulated against the dissenting body in this country, were taking 
upon himself their refutation. (Ifear, hear.) Sir, will it be believed by a large 
portion of the members of the establishment in this country—that portion that 
considers the dissenters as little else than a political faction—that forty dissenting 
ministers could meet in Birmingham, and hold three days solemn public service 
and private conference, without a passing allusion to the questions which 
have been agitated with so much bitterness of spirit? (Hear, hear, and cheers.) 
Sir, let this fact go forth, and let it state of itself whether or not we have 
lost sight of the great object of the christian ministry in the party politics of the 
day. Brethren, may I be permitted for one moment to say, that while I cor- 
dially agree with that portion of the letter that is to go forth to our churches, 
declaratory of the blame which lies upon the members and officers of those 
churches that do not more vigorously support us in our attempts to spread the 
knowledge of Christ in the world, yet I think that the other part is equally trae— 
that the chief blame lies with us ministers. We, brethren, stand responsible to 
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God for the state of our flocks, and under him it depends with us, with the heart 
that beats in each of our bosoms whether our churches shall languish or revive. I 
dotrust that we shall go from this meeting, determining in the strength of Almighty 
God to pursue that great object with still more intense ardour of mind. (Cheers.) 
Sir, I will advert but for one moment to another honoured name in this resolu- 
tion—an individual whom to name is to praise, who has not merely taught us 
with what arguments to contend against error, but in what spirit, (hear, 
hear)--who not only vanquishes by the force of logic, but if I mistake not, 
aids his arguments by charity—whose writings have not only the light of 
truth, but the glow of love. (Cheers.) This, Sir, is the way in which all 
our controversies should be conducted. We have the truth, brethren—we 
are sure of it—only let us take care to unite charity with truth, and we 
must conquer. As to my Welch nephew most cordially do I welcome him, 
and with my brethren I will do all that an uncle’s fortune and an uncle’s 
love, and an uncle’s property can do for so promising a relative. (Cheers 
and laughter.) One word about general union—I do not despair of the 
time coming within my own life, when we shall have a general representa- 
tion of the christian church confederated in the bonds of charity. Sir 
Culling Eardley Smith did me the honour of paying me a personal visit last 
year, when he presided at the Birmingham Missionary Meeting. I invited two 
clergymen to meet him, and in the course of the conversation I suggested —~ 
would it not be possible for ali who agree in the great truths of Christianity, to 
hold a public meeting in Exeter Hall, a representative attending for the church 
party and from all the different sections of the dissenters agreeing upon these 
truths as the basis of a common union and affection. Sir Culling was exceedingly 
pleased with the idea; but what is more, the two clergymen (I will not mention 
their names) fell in with it, and even desired it, expressing their willingness to 
take part in it, if such a meeting were convened. (Cheers.) Now I do really 
hope, though I confess there are not many such symptoms at present, yet I do 
hope that the time will come when the prayer of our Lord for his disciples shall 
be answered—that we may be all one, even as He is in the Father, and the 
Father in him, that the world may know that the Father has sent him. (Cheers.) 
Sir, with these thoughts I most cordially move the resolution which I have read. 
The Rev. Andrew Reed, D.D., of London, briefly seconded the resolution. 
At that late hour he would decline entering on any thing like a speech. He 
must allude, however, to what the delegates from America had referred to. He 
thought as the door was now open and the way had been made accessible, 
they should renew the deputation, especially as it was said they were only next 
door to America. If they could not send two let them send one, and the 
— Union one, so that the intercourse might not be broken. (Hear.) 
é motion was then put and carried, after which the meeting adjourned till 
Friday morning at eight o’clock. 


ADJOURNED MEETING, FRIDAY MORNING. 


Rev. Dr, Raffles took the chair at 8 o'clock, A.M., and constituted the 
meeting by praise and prayer. 

The Rey. Algernon Wells brought up drafts of letters addressed to the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America, to the various bodies of Congregational Churches in New England, 
to the Congregational Unions of Upper and Lower Canada, and to that of 
Van Diemen’s Land. 

After a brief conversation, in which Messrs. J. A. James, A. Wells, and 
the Chairman took part, 

The Rev. James Gawthorn, of Derby, moved the following resolution :— 

al That the drafts of letters now read be adopted by this assembly, and 
that copies be forwarded to the several bodies to which they are respectively 
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addressed; and that the Committee be empowered to address in our name 
any other bodies with whom we correspond.” 

He fully concurred in the sentiments which had been expressed by their 
excellent Secretary, that it would have been more grateful to their own feel- 
ings, if they could have had personal representatives of the different bodies 
to whom the resolution referred. (Hear.) As that, however, bad not been 
found practicable, they were certainly right in wishing to communicate with 
them by epistolary correspondence. He was sure there could be but one 
feeling as to the propriety of what was proposed to be done, and would 
therefore conclude by cordially proposing the resolution. (Cheers.) 

The Rev. R. Kaynes, of Blandford, felt great pleasure in seconding such 
a resolution, especially, said he, as it has been proposed by an old friend 
and fellow student, whom I have not seen for nearly forty years. (Hear 
hear, and cheers.) It is not necessary that I should say any thing by way 
of supporting the resolution. However, I may just be permitted to congra- 
tulate the gentleman who wrote these letters. (Hear.) I am unacquainted 
with him, but he will allow me to congratulate him on the christian spirit 
and temper which they display throughout. (Hear, hear.) I might speak 
of the elegance of expression, also, but really it seems to me that all this is 
lost in the christian temper, and the truly excellent spirit pervading the 
whole of these documents. (Cheers.) 

The Chairman, before putting the resolution, must say that he fully con- 
curred in what had fallen from the last speaker, in reference to the docu- 
ments before the meeting ; and he must congratulate that meeting, thatthrough 
the providence of God they had such a Secretary. (Cheers.) There was 
such a hallowed feeling, such fervour and affection pervading the whole, 
that it was quite delightful and refreshing to listen to these compositions. 

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously. 

The Rev. A. Wells said the next subject for consideration was that of 
Home Missions. It was unnecessary to remind them of what had been 
done in reference to this matter by the committee of the Home Missionary 
Society. (Hear, hear.) They had declined to co-operate with the Union. 
(Hear.) It was impossible not to feel the paramount importance of that 
subject. One of the reasons why they were not in a state of preparation for 
forming a Home Missionary Society, was that they had not yet sufficiently 
ascertained the opinions of their brethren in the country. Another reason 
was, that they had entered into negociations with the Home Missionary 
Society to become united with them, which the committee of that society 
had ultimately declined to do. Under these circumstances they were not 
ripe for any decisive proceedings. It was proposed, therefore, that this 
assembly should adjourn till the autumn. Birmingham had been thought 
of as the most proper place for holding the adjourned meeting. The dele- 
gates, as there would not be time for renewing their commission, in the 
interval might act upon those powers which they had already received. I 
am sorry to hear that our brother James does not feel so confident of the 
success of a meeting in Birmingham, as we who are in London have felt; 
and therefore the resolution for the adjournment is put in this form, That 
the adjourned meeting should be held where the Committee after inquiring 
shall judge most expedient. Thus the matter stands, and all the brethren 
are desired to express their own feelings in a matter of so much importance. 
(Hear, hear.) 

The Rev. J. A. James said that Birmingham having been alluded to, he 
must be permitted to say that he very much doubted whether a meeting 
held there would answer the purpose intended. He thought they would 
have a much fuller meeting in London. He wished it to be recollected that 
Mr. East had in no way connected himself at present with this body ; and 
there was, therefore, no other congregation in the town but his own that 
either would or could take them by the hand. Under these circumstances, 
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though he perceived he stood alone, he must say his own opinion was that it 
would be most unadvised to hold the proposed meeting at Birmingham. 
Hear. 

( The her. John Blackburn said there could be no doubt, from the expe- 
rience which they had had when the anti-slavery question was in agitation, 
that persons would come to London for special objects of paramount im- 
portance. (Hear, hear ) They were only anxious to go to Birmingham to 
remove any idea which might get abroad of undue metropolitan influence. 
(Hear.) Besides, Birmingham was the most central place which they could 
select for such a purpose. (Hear, hear.) 

The Rev. Dr. Burder was very sorry to hear the language of doubt as to 
their success, in case they held such a meeting, which had been expressed 
by Mr. James. He really should have thought that Birmingham was the 
very best place which they could appoint for the adjourned meeting. He 
had understood that only a few weeks ago, when there was a conference 
there about revivals, there were no less than 40 ministers assembled on that 
occasion. (Hear, hear.) He very much doubted whether they would have 
agreater number in London. Mr. James and his congregation were a host 
in themselves, even if they had no other minister or no other church to co- 
operate with them. 

After some further conversation on this subject, 

The Chairman called upon the Rev. Joseph Fletcher, D.D., of Stepney, 
to submit his resolution. 

The Rev. Dr. Fletcher said he quite concurred in the opinion that it 
would be best to hoid the meeting in Birmingham, notwithstanding all the 
objections which had been raised by his esteemed brother Mr. James. Bir- 
mingham was the very centre of the kingdom, and they all knew the power 
of Birmingham over the whole empire. (Hear, hear.) The resolution was, 

VI. “ That this assembly retains unabated all the solicitude expressed by 
former annual meetings of this Union, that the Union should enter on vigo- 
rous Home Missionary operations; but concurs in the judgment expressed 
by the Committee in the report this day prescribed, that the discussions and 
movements which have hitherto taken place on the subject have effected 
little more than to make it apparent that nothing less than a Special General 
Meeting of the Union, giving patient and lengthened consideration to the 
whole subject, will obtain the concert, and effect the movement of the asso- 
ciations of our churches, indispensable to accomplish what ought to be 
attempted by this Union, in a work of such magnitude and pressing necessity. 
And this assembly will therefore, at its rising, stand adjourned for a meet- 
ing in the autumn of the present year, to originate a Home Missionary 
Society in connexion with this Union; and instructs the Committee to 
summon that adjourned meeting of this assembly at the time and place 
which they shall ascertain to be most expedient.”’ 

There was one thing which he wished to suggest before he sat down, and 
that was, that the Secretaries of the different associations unconnected with 
the Union, should have a special invitation to attend, so that the whole 
question might come fairly under discussion. (Hear, hear.) They should 
get the country associations to feel an interest in the work, for it could not 
be accomplished without a general end combined effort. (Hear, hear.) He 
trusted that their chairman would assist them in endeavouring to secure an 
efficient meeting. (Hear.) 

The Chairman,—as the mover of the resolution had appealed to him, 
begged to express his cordial approbation of the hint throwa out. He 
thonght, in order to obtain a plan of Home Missionary operations which 
would meet the concurrence of the whole body throughout the kingdom, 
they should have representatives from all the provinces; then, perhaps, a 
plan might be adopted which would harmonize with the different institutions 

N.S. VOL. III. 3G 





402 Transactions of the Congregational Churches, June, 


already in existence. (Hear, hear.) For himself he could say, that he 
should be most happy to obey the call, if summoned to Birmingham on such 
an occasion. (Cheers.) 

The Rev. D. E. Ford, of Lymington, enquired whether it was under- 
stood that the Secretaries were to be invited, whether they belonged to the 
Congregational Union or not? 

The Chairman.—Yes; in the capacity of secretaries to the provincial 
institutions. 

The Rev. James Matheson, D.D., of Wolverhampton, could not say he 
expected that much good would result from the meeting at Birmingham. 
He was afraid that the circumstance of its being held at the time of the Bir- 
mingham missionary meeting would operate against it. He did not believe 
either that there was that jealousy of metropolitan influence which had been 
mentioned. (Hear, hear.) They Knew too well the necessity of having some 
focus, to entertain any feeling of that sort. (Hear, hear.) He had been 
requested to second the resolution which had been moved by Dr. Fletcher. 
Before he did so, he thought he had better state his own private opinion as 
to that part of it which appointed an adjourned meeting. He really thought 
they should take shame to themselves that so little had been done in reference 
to Home Missions. (Hear, hear.) Still he must be allowed to say, with 
respect to the negociation with the Home Missionary Society, that his own 
impression was that the committee of that society had no power whatever, 
even if they were perfectly willing, to merge themselves into this Union. 

The Rev, Mr. Wells—Pardon me, we never thought they had power to 
do so; we only proposed that they should meet us to discuss the subject of 
Home Missions. (Hear, hear.) 

The Rev. Dr. Matheson hoped to be excused for mentioning these objec- 
tions ; but he really could not second that part of the resolution which re- 
ferred to Birmingham. 

The Chairman.—The subject of place and time are left by the resolution 
at the discretion of the committee, and I apprehend, if the committee even- 
tually approve of Birmingham, you (addressing Dr. Matheson) will have 
no objection to go from Wolverhampton. ( Hear.) 

The Rev. John Blackburn, whilst they were upon this subject, wished to 
mention that in a few days the two essays which had obtained the prize on 
the subject for lay agency, would be sent to the press. It was highly proper 
for them to consider to what extent lay agency could be employed to further 
home missionary objects. For his own part, he thought every congregation 
ought itself to be a Home Missionary Society. (Hear, hear.) The gifts of 
every church should be called forth, and the whole body should, as it were, 
move simultaneously. If this should be the effect of their proposed meet- 
ing, a great moral impression would be made, and vast spiritual benefits 
would succeed. (Hear, hear.) The churches in London had great cause to 
bless God that they had adopted the plans of the Christian Instruction So- 
ciety. Those churches had now 50,000 families under visitation. (Hear, hear.) 
His object in mentioning this, however, was not to vaunt of what they had 
done, and are still doing in the metropolis, but only to show to the brethren 
in the country what benefits might be expected to result in other parts of the 
kingdom, if a similar plan were adopted. (Hear, hear.) He (the Rev. John 
Blackburn) was very sanguine on this subject. Aye, he believed that some 
of them would live to see the time when the churches of Christ would do 
their own work, and no longer delegate it to any central institution. (Cheers.) 
With respect to the question before them, he thought it of very great im- 
portance that some efficient plan of home missionary operations should be 
immediately adopted. (Hear, hear.) That they should employ lay agency 
as well as stipendiary agency, that in fact they should have a Congregational 
Home Missionary Society. They had neither the one nor the other to the 
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extent required under the Home Missionary Society. The resolution of its 
committee had denominated them as sectarian. (Hear, hear.) He must say 
that that term had been used without due consideration. (Hear.) 

The Rev. George Evans hoped he should be allowed, as a friend of the 
Home Missionary Society, to offer one or two observations in explanation, 
He was sure the committee would exceedingly regret that the term referred 
to had found its way into the resolution. (Hear.) In fact there was already 
a general feeling of regret amongst them that that term should have been 
used at all. (Hear, hear.) Perhaps the term ‘‘ denominational”? would 
have been better, at least that was their intention. Asa member of that 
committee he would inform them, if they were not already aware of the fact, 
that many persons who were not dissenters had been its warm supporters. 
(Hear, hear.) As a member of the Congregational Union, he would have 
been most happy, if it had been practicable, to have concurred in the desired 
union; but he was convinced that if the committee had concurred, they 
would have lost many of their warmest and best friends. 

The Rev. J. A. James was exceedingly sorry that the door of communi- 
cation between the two bodies seemed to be closed by the recent act of the 
committee. (Hear, hear.) He could not agree with the last speaker as to 
the best friends of the Home Missionary Society not being Dissenters. Why 
it was well known that the resources of the Home Missionary Society, with 
the exception of a few bequests, were furnished by them, (hear, hear) and 
it must be distinctly understood, that if that Society refused to co-operate 
with them, and they formed another by union amongst themselves, that 
other would be entitled to their support. (Cheers.) They must support 
themselves. (Hear.) He therefore did hope that the brethren of that so- 
ciety would take into consideration whether it would not be their policy and 
their wisdom to co-operate with the Congregational Union. That society, 
as many present were aware, was not very popular in many parts of the 
country. It would be an anomaly for two societies to appear before the 
public, both supported by members of the same body. Under all the cir- 
cumstances, it was most desirable that some arrangement should be made, 
by which the Society and the Union could act together. ( Hear.) 

The Rev. Dr. Matheson was of opinion that the Home Missionary Society, 
with all its deficiencies, had been exceedingly useful. He had been an eye 
witness of some of the beneficial results of its operations. He hoped they 
would not think of withdrawing from it their assistance. 

The Rev. Dr. Wardlaw could not let the subject pass without expressing 
the very deep interest which he had always felt in home missions. He knew 
nothing more important for their consideration than the concentration of the 
energies of the Congregational Body in England, for the purposes of evange- 
lizing the villages and dark parts of the land. (Hear.) He knew nothing 
more important at any time, certainly there could be nothing more important 
at the present crisis. He had been often met by the question, ‘* What 
would you do with this parish, and with that?) What would you do with 
this part of the country, and with that part of the country, with regard to 
providing the means of acquaintance with divine truth?” (Hear, hear.) Now, 
if the Congregational Body could be brought to concentrate all their energies 
on this one object, he thought they would thus be furnished with a satisfac- 
tory answer to all such questions. (Hear, hear.) This would prove the 
power of the principle by which they were actuated, and give a practical 
exemplification of what it is capable of accomplishing. (Cheers.) Much 
had been said with regard to the place where it was proposed to hold the 
adjourned meeting. Now he (Dr. Wardlaw) considered that that which 
ought to have the attraction was not the place but the object. (Hear, hear.) 
If the object were properly stated, so that all knew what was the purpose 
of their assembling, he had no fears of the consequence. In Scotlahd they 
were accustomed for many years to hold their annual meetings, either in 
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Edinburgh or Glasgow ; it was at last proposed that a meeting should be held 
in Dundee. Many objections were raised, and some of them were similar to 
those stated at the present meeting. But what was the result? The meet- 
ing held in Dundee was more numerous in attendance even than those which 
were held in Edinburgh and Glasgow. (Hear, hear.) There was an excite- 
ment produced which was very beueficial in the neighbourhood. He doubted 
not that a similar result would attend their meeting at Birmingham. 

The Rev. Dr. Fletcher hoped that if they did meet at Birmingham, they 
would invite the attendance of the officers of the Home Missionary Society, 
(Hear, hear.) He was sure the Treasurer of that society entertained towards 
them the most friendly feeling, and he was not without hope, therefore, 
that after all that had been said and done, there would be no collision be- 
tween the two bodies. 

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously. 

The Rev. 7. P. Bull, of Newport Pagnell, then: proposed the following 
resolution : — 

VII. ** That this Assembly, appreciating most highly the advantages 
resulting from fellowship with other bodies of Evangelical Christians, as 
maintained by interchange of delegations, instructs the Committee to give 
their early and best attention to the important subject of sending a delega- 
tion to our American brethren in the year 1840, so as to be prepared with a 
specific proposal relative to it, to be laid before the adjourned meeting of 
this Assembly in the ensuing autumn.” 

He (Mr. Bull) fully concurred in this resolution. Whilst they desired 
to maintain their own peculiar sentiments and opinions as Congregationalists, 
they also earnestly desired to hold out the right hand of fellowship to other 
denominations, and the purport of this resolution was, that this kind of 
fellowship should be maintained, not only with denominations in their own 
country, but in other lands. (Hear.) They desired to love all who loved 
the Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity and truth. I am sure (said the Rev. 
Gentleman) I speak the language, not only of my own heart, but of the 
hearts of my brethren, when I say that I feel a particular pleasure in seeing 
these brethren from a far distant land, who are anxious to unite with us in 
promoting the glory of God and the salvation of men. There is no giving 
up of our sentiments, no compromise of our principles in this; but all unite 
around one glorious Head, whom all acknowledge, and serve, and love. 
(Cheers. ) 

The Rev. Thomas James, of Woolwich, in seconding the resolution, 
reminded the meeting that if they passed this resolution, they pledged 
themselves to furnish the committee with the means of defraying the expense 
of the deputation. The former one had been a serious charge upon their 
funds, from which they were hardly recovered at the present time. 

The Rev. J. A. James hoped, before it should be determined to send a 
deputation, the committee would seriously deliberate on the expense. He 
had his own doubts whether they were prepared to expend £300 ; and though 
he was very unwilling that they should be thought wanting in fraternal 
affection to their American brethren, this was too expensive a mode of show- 
ing that affection, unless they had necessary funds. 

The Rev. Dr. Patton (delegate from America) had certainly hoped there 
would have been but one feeling on this subject. Some things which were 
excellent cost a little more than others which were not so excellent. 
We are always willing to pay a little more for a thing, if that thing is 
very good. (Hear.) The Rev. Doctor then went on to observe, that he saw 
no necessity for the committee spending £300. America was an hospitable 
country, and travelling had now been rendered very cheap. In conclusion, 
he expressed a hope that the brethren in America would not, for the consi- 
deration of a few hundred dollars, be deprived of this friendly intercourse. 

The Chairman was glad that these remarks about the expense had been 
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made, as he thought they would probably facilitate the deputation; they 
might lead to the adopting some special means of providing for the expense. 

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously. 

J. B. Brown, Esq., LL.D., then proposed the following resolution :— 

VIII. ‘‘ That this Assembly deeply sympathizes with our countrymen 
suffering imprisonment, distraint of goods, and other harassing and vexatious 
legal proceedings for conscientious non-paymentof Church Rates ; and records 
its public solemn protest, both against all such compulsory exactions for the 
support of any form of the christian religion, and against those arbitrary 
Ecclesiastical Courts and processes by which it is attempted to enforce 
them. And this Assembly would recommend to all their brethren a con- 
tinued, firm, legal, christian opposition to all such exactions and laws, 
accompanied with earnest prayer to the great Head of the church, that he 
would in due time, by the methods of his wise and holy providence, entirely 
remove these great hindrances to the peace of his church, and the honour 
and suctess of his religion.” 

He regretted that this resolution was confined to church rates, because it 
must be remembered that one of those who had been suffering had suffered, 
not for resistance to church rates, but on account of a new grievance which 
had risen in connection with the church, for not discharging the office of 
churchwarden, the duties of which he could not have discharged as a con- 
scientious dissenter. (Hear, hear.) In Wales, the sufferers had been im- 
prisoned for refusing to serve in an office which required their personal 
attendance at church, or subjected them to ecclesiastical censure in case of 
not attending. It is right that this meeting should be aware of the reason 
why those cases have not been taken up by the Protestant Society for 
the protection of religious liberty. Unfortunately, the churchwarden in 
one case submitted—he said he had done wrong in refusing, and begged 
pardon of the church, which afterwards sent him to prison. (Laughter.) 
The second case was a good one, but unfortunately the person in this case 
took the advice of country proctors, the proper time elapsed, and therefore 
they could do nothing in it. The committee were now most anxiously 
watching for a case which they can take up. (Cheers.) Not that the pro- 
ceedings of the ecclesiastical courts were unconstitutional; they were con- 
sistent with the present state of the law. We are doing ourselves (said Dr. 
Brown) much mischief by describing them as unconstitutional ; they are 
only exercising a power which ought long since to have been taken from 
them. I do hope that cases of this sort will induce the dissenters to employ 
their best energies to get rid of these courts altogether. (Hear, hear.) Allow 
me to call your attention particularly to one part of this resolution. ‘* That 
this Assembly would recommend to all their brethren a continued, firm, legal, 
christian resistance to church rates.’’ [I do exhort dissenters at this season 
to be very cautious in their conduct with regard to church rates. (Hear, 
hear.) Don’t let them be led to do acts which no lawyer and no christian 
can justify. (Hear, hear, hear.) Let me, as a lawyer, give you this cau- 
tion. You may refuse to pay rates if you please ; you may go to prison if 
you please ; that is a matter which is left to every man’s conscience ; but 
you cannot unitedly resolve to resist the levying of church rates, in any way 
whatever, without subjecting yourselves to an indictment by such conduct. 
(Hear, hear.) Be aware of that. (Hear.) Two men cannot agree together 
to resist the execution of the law, without subjecting themselves to a penalty, 
and as a lawyer, a constitutional lawyer, I say, without deservedly subject- 
ing themselves to it. I have deemed it my duty to make these observations, 
and I hope you will reflect upon them seriously. (Cheers ) If-I were on 
the bench to-morrow, I should feel it to be my duty to punish any resist- 
ance, except such as is proposed by the resolution. (Hear.) 

Thomas Piper, Esq. in seconding the resolution, said he most cordially 
concurred in all that had fallen from the gentleman who had just addressed 
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the meeting, that ours should be a legal resistance. I confess, (said he,) for 
my own part, [ have not yet brought myself to that point that I should fee} 
justified in going to prison for non-payment of church rates. (Hear.) There is 
some danger that we may let our feelings get the better of our judgment in 
these matters ; and of our seeking to maintain a resistance which is not, as 
this resolution recommends, a legal and christian resistance. 

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously. 

The Rev. Richard Robinson, of Witham, moved the following reso- 
lution :— 

IX. ‘That this Assembly has heard from their beloved brethren the 
delegates from the Prebyterian church of America, that the first Monday in 
January has been observed with great advantage by the churches of their 
country, as a day of special humiliation and prayer for the conversion of the 
world ; and that we therefore propose to set apart for the same object the 
first Monday of 1840; and we would affectionately invite all the churches 
of this land to join with our beloved American brethren in this solemn 
fellowship of prayer.” 

Malachi Fisher, Esq., of Blandford, briefly seconded the resolution, ex- 
pressing his cordial concurrence in the object. 

The Rev. Dr. Patton begged to suggest a single alteration, that instead of 
saying ‘‘ a day of special prayer,’’ they should say, ‘‘ a day of humiliation 
and prayer.” There was certainly great cause for humiliation. (Hear, 
hear.) The larger portion of the world was yet lying in heathenism. (Hear.) 
We in America (said the Rev. Doctor) have usually made it also a day of 
fasting. It would be a great source of gratitification to them in America, 
on the next of these solemn occasions, to know that their brethren in this 
country were also engaged in supplicating God for the conversion of the 
world. (Cheers.) He thought the insertion of the word which he had sug- 
gested would strengthen the resolution, and better express what was intended. 

The Rev. John Blackburn suggested that it would be well for Dr. Patton's 
remarks on this subject to appear in some of the periodicals, as this would, 
perhaps, best answer the Doctor’s purpose in making them. 

The Chairman had no doubt that by this mode of publishing them, Dr. 
Patton’s views would to a great extent be realized. 

The Rev. D. E. Ford, of Lymington, proposed the following resolution:— 

X. ‘* That the proposal to proceed with the revision of Dr. Watts’s Psalms 
and Hymns, and to print an experimental edition for the judgment of the 
brethren, on the terms explained in the report of the Committee, be ap- 
proved by this assembly; and that the work be accordingly proceeded with, 
and that the proposal for the publication of a Congregational Calendar, as 
submitted to this assembly, in the report of the Committee, be approved ; 
and that the Committee be authorized to proceed with the publication 
accordingly.” 

He (Mr. Ford) would take this opportunity of stating his deep obligation 
to the Committee for the excellent hymn-book which they had already pub- 
lished. (Hear, hear.) He was convinced that a great deal of religious feeling 
in his own congregation, and he doubted not in many others, was to be attri- 
buted under God to these hymns. (Cheers.) He hoped that a temperate 
revision of Dr. Watts’s Psalms and Hymns would be attended with equal 
benefit. Much as he admired the Doctor, there were many things in his 
hymns which all must wish to see altered. (Hear.) 

The Rev. Mr. Bevis, of Ramsgate, in seconding the resolution, expressed 
a hope that though there might be a temperate revision, the psalms and 
hymns of Dr. Watts would not be mutilated. (Cheers.) The great objec- 
tion made by the opponents of the Congregational Hymn-book, who had 
refused to adopt it, was that in some instances there had been what they 
termed ‘‘ mutilations.”’ P 

The Rev. Thomas Binney said what were termed mutilations were i 
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his opinion the very alterations which Dr. Watts’s hymns needed. (Hear. ) 
After reading two or three verses very beautiful, and to which none could 
object, he came at once upon verses which he would not give out on any 
account. He was surprised to hear the correction of such defects called 
mutilation. (Hear, hear.) He was really surprised at that expression being 
received so rapturously. It showed that there was not a proper feeling 
entertained with regard to these hymns. (Hear, hear.) 

The Rev. Mr. Wells remarked that the Committee were revising the 
whole in a spirit of prayer, and he hoped with some discretion. They 
would not be asked to adopt any of the proposed alterations until they had 
ample opportunity of forming a judgment upon them. (Hear, hear.) 

The Chairman said the meeting would perceive from this, that it would 
be, in reality, their own revision, they would all revise. (Hear.) 

The resolution was then put and carried, there being only two dissen- 
tients. 

John Brown, Esq., of Wareham, proposed -- 

XI. ‘* That a petition to the House of Commons be prepared, and signed 
by the officers of this Union, praying that there be established a uniform 
penny postage, as recommended in the report of the Select Committee of the 
House of Commons, by which our correspondence with our whole denomi- 
nation would be greatly facilitated, and could be greatly extended; and 
the secular and philanthropic interests of the empire at large would be 
greatly advanced.” 

The Rev. Mr. Richards, of Wandsworth, briefly seconded the resolution, 
observing, that he thought its accomplishment would not only assist com- 
merce, but would be a great moral benefit to the country. 

The Rev. J. A. James, of Birmingham, proposed— 

XII. “ That the officers and committee of this Union for the past year, 
are entitled to the best thanks of the assembly, for their valuable services ; 
and that the following gentlemen and brethren, as per list, be respectfully 
requested to sustain office, and to act on the committee for the year 
ensuing.” 

If T do not eulogize the officers, Mr. Chairman, it is only because there 
is no time. (Hear, hear.) 

The Rev. Thomas Binney having seconded the resolution, it was put and 
carried unanimously. 

The Rev. Mr. Wells then observed, that as the time of the meeting had 
now expired, and they must attend the meeting of the Colonial Missionary 
Society, and as all the business was not finished, there being still many im- 
portant matters to be brought before them, it was proposed that after the 
dinner in the afternoon they should proceed with the business which yet 
remained to be transacted. 

This arrangement was acceded to, and the meeting adjourned at 11 o'clock, 
to attend the ¢hird annual meeting of the Colonial Missionary Society. 





At two o'clock a large company of ministers and gentlemen sat down in the 
Library to a cold dinner provided by the Committee of the Union. On the cloth 
being withdrawn, 

The Chairman said,—Before we proceed to the business or rather the enjoy- 
ment before us, though there is to be nothing in the shape of toasts, I cannot but 
request all present to give expression to their respectful sentiments of loyalty to 
her Majesty. 

This having been responded to by loud cheers, the Chairman begged to remind 

em that they were an adjourned meeting, and as he was informed by Mr. 
Wells, would now have to receive the reports of the delegates from the country 
associations in connection with the Union. (lear, hear.) He should request 
the delegates to be as brief and statistical as possible in communicating their 
information. 
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The Rev. W. Legg, of Reading, delegate from Berkshire, being first called 
upon, reported that his district was not in so healthful a state as they could wish 
to see it, and his principal object in attending on that occasion had been to 
ascertain from the Committee how the association might be be re-constructed 
upon better principles, and so as to afford a greater prospect of success. Ip 
consequence of the death of his lamented friend Mr. Douglas, in whose possession 
the documents had been, he was not able to present the meeting with any very 
definite information as to the present state of the association. 

The Rev. James Gawthorne, of Derby, was sorry to say that their county asgo- 
ciation was not actually in the union at present, but Mr. Wells had attended their 
last meeting, and he anticipated that that visit would be followed by the best 
results. 

The Chairman then said—Brethren, for one moment permit me to interrupt the 
delegates. Dr. Patten is now leaving the room. (Hear, hear.) Before he 
departs, I am sure you will permit me to say on my own behalf and on your's, 
that we have had very great gratification in Dr. Patten’s presence amongst us, 
(Cheers.) I refer not now to the gratification which we have enjoyed in having 
him with us at our public meetings, or even in listening to his spirit-stirring 
addresses, but I refer simply to that which we have derived from his presence 
at this hospitable board, (Hear, hear.) I regret, as I am sure you do, that his 
colleague, Dr. Beman, has not also been present. 

The Rev. Dr. Patton replied—All I have to say, Mr. Chairman, is that I 
reciprocate most cordially the kind feeling which yourself and the meeting have 
expressed, and am sure that if he had been present, Dr. Beman would have 
reciprocated that feeling also. (Cheers. ) 

The Rev. B. Kent, of Barnstaple, delegate from Devonshire, was simply 
requested by the association to express their interest in the Union, and to say 
that when called upon by the Committee, they would as far as possible assist in 
promoting its objects. 

The Rev. R. Keynes, of Blandford, reported formally from the Dorsetshire 
association. 

J. C. Lamb, Esq. of Ryton, delegate from the county of Durham, said the 
association there had come to a resolution to recommend to the Union the 
formation of a Home Missionary Society. 

The Rev. R. Fletcher, of Southend, delegate from Essex, stated that the 
Secretary of the county association had issued circulars to the pastors of the 
various churches in the districts. As they had not received all the answers at 
present, they deemed it advisable not to give any statistical information with 
regard to this district. 

The Rev. E. Jones, of Rodborough, reported favourably of the Gloucester- 
shire association, where a large sum of money had been collected for the erec- 
tion of school-houses in connection with the association. 

The Rev. D. E. Ford, of Lymington, Hampshire, said, at their last half- 
yearly meeting of their association, after a discussion of three hours, it had 
been carried by a majority of five or six—‘* That this meeting approves of 
the principle of the Congregational Union.” The whole debate was as to 
whether or not they should leave out the word ‘‘ the.” (Laugh.) They all 
approved of the principle of a Congregational Union. As the minority, how- 
ever, did not hold up their hands, he might say that the resolution was carried 
unanimously. He had also to say, that his esteemed brother, the Rev. J. 
Thorn, of Winchester, had requested him to propose the admission of himself 
and congregation into the Union. 

The Rev. J. A. James,— Mr. Chairman, this is a Union of unions. Let me 
ask, then, how it is that a congregation is proposed separately ? 

The Rev. Mr. Ford said they they were not all agreed as to the desirableness 
of joining the Union. In his opinion, therefore, it would not be prudent to 
refuse to receive single congregations, especially as they might by that means 
get all to join eventually. (Lear, hear.) The proposal was adopted. 
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The Rev. Mr. Howard, of Alton, and congregation, were also proposed and 
admitted as members of the Union. 

The Rev. R. Fletcher, of Manchester, and the Chairman (Dr. Rafiles,) gave 
the most cheering statements as to the state of the Association in Lancashire. 

The Rev. W. Lodman, of Louth, Lincolnshire, was sorry to say that their 
association had been dissolved. He enquired whether he could join the Union 
without belonging to a county association. 

The Rev. Mr. Wedls replied that they had not yet received any congregations 
which were not formed into county associations. He hoped Mr. Todman 
would be able to induce his brethren in Lincolnshire to join him in forming an 
association. 

The Rev. John Alexander, of Norwich, said, though in his district they had 
notjoined the Union, they were beginning to regard it more favourably than 
they had formerly done. He himself had once been sincerely and warmly 
opposed to the formation of a Congregational Union, but had seen reason to 
alter his opinion. (Cheers. ) 

The Kev. 7’. Milner, M.A., of Northampton, stated, that though their 
county association had not yet joined the Union, he had reason to believe it 
would do so at its next half-yearly meeting. 

The Rev. John Blackburn observed, that the Rev. Robert Weaver, of 
Mansfield, the Delegate of the Nottinghamshire Association, had been com- 
pelled to leave the meeting; not, however, till he had charged him (Mr. B.) 
with the special greeting of the brethren in that county, who were most anxious 
for the extension of the Union. 

The Rev. Mr. Jukes, of Yeovil, gave in a cheering report of the state of things 
in Somersetshire. More than half the chapels in that county had been built 
under the superintendence of the Association, They were very anxious to see 
some measures adopted for promoting the cause of home missions. 

The Rev. J. Matheson, D.D., of Wolverhampton, reported favourably of the 
association in Staffordshire. 

The Rev. W. Garthwaite, of Wattisfield, Delegate from Suffolk, and the 
Rev. J. Edwards, of Brighton, Delegate from Surrey, expressed the interest 
which their associations feel in the proceedings of the Union. 

The Rev. J. A. Jamesand the Rev. J. Dawson, of Dudley, appeared on behalf 
of the association in Worcestershire, which had doubled the amount of its sub- 
= during the past year. 

Rev. Mr. Wells gave a cheering account of the state of feeling with 
regard to the Union in the East Riding of Yorkshire. 

All the reports of the Delegates having been made, 

The Rev. John Ely, of Leeds, at the call of the Chair, rose aud spoke as fol- 
lows :—Not only, Mr. Chairman, do I not come delegated to this meeting from 
any christian church, but as I always should abhor false colours, I state distinctly 

I appear amongst you simply as a guest, and that I was not aware, when 
accepting the courteous invitation of the committee, that I should have the plea- 
sure of listening to matters connected with the Union. (Hear.) 1 am not pre- 
pared to join my friend, Mr. Alexander, and say that the objectious which I 
have hitherto entertained with regard to joining the Union, are entirely removed, 
or of course I should feel most happy to announce publicly the change. As, 
however, I have been called upon to address the meeting, I will just state one or 
‘wo reasons which do not influence me in not becoming a member. It is not 
because I donot love union. (Hear.) I may appeal to the Chairman that this is 
hot the case, It is not because I am not anxious for the promotion and pros- 
Perity of our denominational principles and interests; with these I feel myself in 
every — identified. (Cheers.) It is not that I am exceedingly jealous of 

pendency, (hear,) for I think it is quite as important to maintain order be- 
tween church and church, as between individual and individual. I must state, 
Mr. Chairman, that I cannot but feel myself to be in a somewhat false position 
this afternoon, { thought the meeting was for general intercourse, and came 
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under that impression. Had it been so, there were one or two subjects to which 
I should have alluded. I will even now venture to do so as briefly as possible, 
The first is the course which we ought to pursue, and the temper which we ought 
to manifest in the present state of the times. I do wish that there should beg 
manly asserting of our principles, but I wish also that it should be done with 
good temper and christian spirit—(hear, hear)—and, Sir, I am convinced that 
there are those now regarded as the antagonists of dissenters, who, but for the 
absence of this good temper and this christian spirit, would at the present 
moment be our best friends. (Cheers.) The other subject is education; the 
education, 1 mean, of our ministers. (Hear, hear.) I look to Birmingham with 
high satisfaction whilst dwelling on this topic, (hear, hear,) and, when I look 
to you, Mr. Chairman, and to my brother Mr. Fletcher, and when I am re. 
minded by seeing you of what is being done in Lancashire, I feel that Lancashire 
is indeed acting,—shall I say an extraordinary part? no, only worthy of itself, 
(Loud cheers.) Allow me to offer, in conclusion, Mr. Chairman, to you and 
to this meeting, my grateful thanks for the kind and courteous invitation which 
I received to participate in the hospitalities of this day, and at the same time to 
say how much pleasure I have experienced in the company of my brethren 
from all parts of the country. (Cheers.) 

The Rev. John Hunt then proposed the following resolution : 

XIII. “ That this Assembly is much indebted to the Committee of the Con- 
gregational Library for the accommodation kindly afforded them in this building 
throughout their present session, and offers to those gentlemen its best acknow- 
ledgments.” 

Joseph Wontner, Esq seconded the resolution, which was put and carried 
unanimously. 

The Rev. Mr. Wells then rose and said—I cannot but reserve to myself the 
gratification of submitting this, the last resolution, to the present meeting. 
It is, 

XIV. “That this assembly has derived exceeding great advantage and 
pleasure from the kind and able services of its Chairman, the Rev. Dr. Raffles, 
and would express to Dr. Raffles, in the most respectful, affectionate manner, 
its deep sense of the value of the service he has rendered.” (Loud cheers.) 

If any one knew how solicitous I felt for the success of my application to 
our Chairman, how I felt that the pleasure and success of this anniversary would 
greatly depend upon our obtaining his kind and efficient services, and if they 
knew how my heart has been cheered by his kind and able conduct in the 
chair, they would be able to sympathize with me in the exceeding gratitude and 
delight which I experience in submitting this resolution at the close of our 
festival. (Cheers.) I hope that in this Assembly we have been profited as 
well as delighted. (Hear.) I hope, brethren, we shall meet again, if 
spares our lives to another year. (Hear, hear.) I hope, by the grace of God, 
we shall hereafter meet in heaven; for if it be so delightful to meet together 
and join in the bonds of christian union on earth, what must be our enjoyment 
when we shall meet in heaven, where we shall have more enlarged views in 
relation to all those subjects which now occupy our attention, and when we 
shall more fully desire and more effectually promote the glory of our God. 
Certainly we are never more ripening for heaven than when we are thus brought 
to feel the impulse of the love of Christ. (Hear.) Iam sure, brethren, that 
you will agree with me, that this Union has derived much gratification from the 
kind and able manner in which Dr. Raffles has performed the duties of the 
chair, and you will, I have no doubt, give a suitable expression to the deep 
sense which you entertain of the valuable services which he has rendered to our 
Union. (Great cheering.) - 

The Rev. John Blackburn sympathized most fully in the feelings which had 
just been expressed by his beloved colleague, Mr. Wells. He too had felt 
great anxiety at the prospect of this meeting. Altogether the season had been 
very delightful, and b hoped the meeting would join with one heart in echoing 
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thauks to the Chairman, whose presence had contributed so much to their 
enjoyment. (Loud and long continued cheering.) ; 

The Chairman replied as follows :—Honoured brethren, permit me to say 
that the debt of gratitude is due from me to you, and not from you to me; 
first, that you should think of me to occupy so responsible an office and station 
as that in which your kindness has placed me; and secondly, that the services 
which I have rendered in that station so feebly and imperfectly, should receive 
from you so kind and so gratifying an expression of regard. I can truly say, 
brethren, that though my form, and countenance, and external appearance very 
much belie me, I have such things as nerves, and, in common with my brother 
James, I feel them most painfully and distressingly, and often to such a 
degree, that they take from me everything like self-possession, and often rob 
me even of the faculty of memory. I will not further refer to myself, (for 
egotism is abominable,) but I must be permitted to say, because it accounts, 
in some measure, for that evident tremour and imperfection which attended, at 
any rate, the early discharge of the duties which have devolved upon me as 
Chairman, I must confess that my visits to London have been so few and infre- 
quent, that I had not that close acquaintance with you which was requisite in 
order to give me that perfect confidence which I enjoy at home. I can truly say, 
however, that as my acquaintance with you in this delightful and hallowed 
association has advanced, the feeling of distance has vanished, and a feeling of 
perfect confidence has arisen; and now Mr. Fletcher, of Manchester, can tell 
you how strong an expression of that feeling it is when I say, that I feel at 
this moment just as though I were at the close of one of the meetings of our 
County Association in Lancashire. (Much cheering.) Brethren, I love you 
from my heart, as fellow-labourers in the kingdom of Jesus, I love you. 
To know that in any measure I have earned a place in your affectionate 
remembrance, will be a recompense to me far beyond that which gold could 
— (Cheers.) I shall bear these scenes upon my heart till my dying 

ur, and I believe I shall look back upon them with hallowed delight, even 
from my throne in glory, should I be honoured and permitted, by the grace 
of God, to occupy that throne. Only let us cleave closer to each other 
and closer to the principles which bind us together, closer to the Master whom 
we serve, and closer to that God of whose grace we are the monuments, and 
whose gospel we are anxious to publish and proclaim to our fellow men, and 
then may we expect to hear the voice of our Master, saying to us in solemn 
and impressive silence, now that we are about to separate, each one to his own 
home and the scene of his allotted labour, “ Be thou faithful unto death,*‘and 
I will give thee a crown of life.” 

The meeting then united in a brief service of praise and prayer, and adjourned 
to atime and place to be determined by the committee. 


COLONIAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The Third Annual Meeting of the subscribers and friends to this Institution, 
was held at Finsbury Chapel, on Friday, the 10th inst., John Remington Mills, 
Esq , Treasurer, in the chair. 

_ The services having been commenced by singing, the Rev. Henry Townley 
implored the Divine Blessing. 

The Rev. A. Wells, the Secretary, then read the Report, from which it ap- 
peared that five brethren had been sent out during the past year to labour in 
Canada and South Australia. It then detailed the operations of the various 
missionaries already engaged in those colonies. Though the late rebellion in 
Canada had greatly retarded their labours in the disturbed districts, yet upon the 
whole their efforts had been crowned with great success. The total number of 
Missionaries employed by the Society was sixteen in Canada, and three in Aus- 
tralia. The demands for additional missionaries were extremely urgent. There 
were many ready to devote themselves to the work; but such was the state of 
the Society’s funds, that during the ensuing summer it was not anticipated that 
a single missionary could be sent to Canada, unless vigorous and liberal efforts 
should be made by the churches in the parent laud. 
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The Chairman then presented his statement of accounts as Treasurer; from 
which it appeared that last year the balance in hand was 53/, 7s. 6d.; there. 
ceipts were 2,356/. 6s. 64d.; the expenditure amounted to 3,170/, 11s. Odd, ; 
thus leaving a balance against the Society of 760/. 17s. The Society would 
require, in order to meet its present engagements, an income of from 3,500/. to 
4,000/. per annum. 

The Rev. J. P. Bull moved the first resolution— 

“‘ That the Report now read be approved and adopted ; and that it be printed 
and circulated under the direction of the committee. And that this meeting, 
approving the exertions and services of the committee and officers during the 
past year, presents to them its best thauks, and requests the Treasurer and Seere- 
taries to retain their respective offices, and the following gentlemen to act as 
committee for the year ensuing ;”” which was seconded by Rev. Dr, Patton, 

The Rev. Dr. Raffles moved the second resolution— 

“That the financial position and prospects of this Society, as laid before this 
meeting in the Report of the Treasurer and Committee, presents matter for 
serious consideration to all its supporters and friends, as there is already a heavy 
balance against the Society, while many additional labourers ought, without 
delay, to be sent forth to the colonies; and it has become evident that brethren 
sent to the Canadas must, during the early years of their ministry there, receive 
considerable aid from this Society. This meeting, therefore, perceiving that the 
operations of the Colonial Missionary Society must become extensive, and that 
it will require far more ample pecuniary resources than can be obtained by occa- 
sional congregational collections or donations, recommends most earnestly to the 
pastors and churches, and country Associations, to adopt immediate measures 
for securing to the Society a permanent and adequate income.” 

Seconded by Joseph Trueman, Esq. 

The Rev. J. Burnet moved the third resolution —- 

“That this meeting recognises in the object of the Colonial Missionary 
Society a most important department of christian enterprise, as it seeks the sal- 
vation of our own countrymen and their descendants, settled in far remote 
lands ; aims to introduce religion at their very commencements into communi- 
ties likely to become powerful in the earth; and endeavours to plant, in a soil 
congenial to their growth, those free, voluntary, spiritual principles, which the 
history of all the nations by which the Christian religion has been long possessed 
has proved to be so essential to its purity and spread; and this meeting, there- 
fore, resolves to give this interesting Society its warm and strenuous support.” 

Which the Rev. Dr. Matheson briefly seconded. 

The Rev. Mr. Keynes, of Blandford, moved the fourth resolution,— 

“‘ That amidst all the difficulties at present surrounding this Society, and 
the necessity there plainly is for the most vigorous efforts in its support, this 
meeting derives great encouragement from considering the liberality already 
manifested on its behalf by many brethren and churches ; the very favourable 
feeling towards it already produced, and still increasing in the public mind; 
the character and qualifications of the agents and missionaries whom, by the 
favour of Providence, it has since its commencement obtained, and the very 
encouraging entrance on their labours God has given these beloved brethren. 
And this meeting would offer devout thanks to God for the favour he has 
conferred on this Institution, and commend it by prayer to his continued and 
increased blessing.” 

Which was seconded by the Rev. Mr. Alexander, of Norwich. 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, &c. 
Favours have been received from the Rev. Messrs. Thomas Milner—D. Ford— 
Greatbatch—T. O. Dobbin—W. Walford— Leman Hall—Jobn Harrison. 
Also from Messrs. Hull Terrell—John Phillips—Dr. J. R. Bennett. 
The space occupied by the interesting proceedings of the Congregational Union 
will explain to our Correspondents the reason why several communications are 
necessarily deferred till our next. 





